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Son Sann Cited on UN Role in Cambodia 
BK2307053089 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 22 Jul 89 


{Text} On 20 July in Paris, Son Sann, prime minister of 
the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea, 
told reporters that the United Nations should play a 
major role in solving the Cambodian problem politically. 
He firmly believes that at the upcoming international 
conference on the Cambodian problem in Paris, an 
international control commission will be set up along 
with an international peacekeeping force to be dis- 
patched to Cambodia under the direct control of the 
United Nations. 


Son Sann further said that the Cambodian problem is a 
result of the aggression and illegitimate occupation of the 
Hanoi Vietnamese. Vietnam’s announcement to with- 
draw troops on 30 September does not solve anything 
because there are still disguised Vietnamese soldiers 
among the Phnom Penh puppet troops, Vietnamese 
soldiers hidden in the puppet administration, and 
between 700,000 to | million Vietnamese immigrants in 
Cambodia. 


SRV Reported ‘Satisfied’ With French Memo 
BK2207104289 Hong Kong AFP in English 1023 GMT 
22 Jul 89 


[Excerpts] Hanoi, July 22 (AFP)}—Vietuam is satisfied 
overall with a French memorandum on the coming Paris 
conference on Cambodia because it takes more stock of 
conclusions reached at earlier peace talks, reliable 
sources said Saturday [22 July]. 


Hano! will also drop its demand that India, Laos or the 
Soviet Union be appointed as a third co-president of the 
international conference, scheduled to start on July 30,2 
Vietnamese source said. 


France's memo, the second to countries attending the 
conference, proposed that the meeting set up three 
working groups instead of the six previously mooted by 
Paris, which with Jakarta is to co-preside over the talks, 
a Western diplomat said. 


Among the committees it suggesis discarding is one 
tasked with discussing an internal political solution for 
Cambodia, which Hanoi says should be left up to the 
Cambodian warring factions to sort out. 


But Vietnam’s Deputy Foreign Minister Tran Quang Co 
said Hanoi would not oppose meetings between leaders 
e* the three resistance factions and the Phnom Penh 
government during the conference, another of France’s 


proposals. [passage omitted] 


The memo listed conference participants as the four 
Cambodian factions, Vietnam, Laos, the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)—Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand—the 
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permanent members of the U.N. Security Council— 
China, Britain, France, the United States and the Soviet 
Union—plus Australia, Canada, India and Japan. 


A delegation representing the non-aligned Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar have also been asked to 
participate. [sentence as received] 


The memo also made clear that Cambodia should never 
return to the policies of Pol Pot’s April !975 to January 
1979 rule which saw his Khmer Rouge regime kill 
hundreds of thousands of civilians. [passage omitted] 


The latest memo also proposed that the four factions 
should decide during their talks next week on the com- 
position of the Cambodian representation, dropping an 
earlier suggestion that they form a single delegation, a 
Western diplomat said. 


Vietnam favours separate delegations with one repre- 
senting Phnom Penh and the other the three resistance 
factions, a reliable Vietnamese source said, adding that 
“a delegation for each faction would give the Khmer 
Rouge a veto right.” 


Another reliable Vietmamese source here said Hanoi 
“believes that the second French document is much 
closer to the conclusions reached during the Jakarta 
meetings” between the four Cambodian parties in July 
1988 and February this year. Vietnam, Laos and ASEAN 
also joined in the talks. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, the official Vietnamese press reiterated Sat- 
urday that Hanoi supported Phnom Penh’s declaration 
Friday of Cambudia’s permanent “neutrality.” [passage 
omitted] 


Officials here said the proclamat.on cf neutrality “would 
not put the overall friendship and cooperation treaty 
into questton™ but “only the military clauses.” 


Commentator Detects ‘Pessimism’ About Talks 
BK2407021789 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Jul 89p 1 


{Commentary by Jacques Bakeart: “Discord Mars Hopes 
of Success in Paris Talks} 


[Text] Paris—As Prince Norodom Sihanouk prepares to 
meet Mr Hun Sen for a new round of talks in Roissy, 
near Paris, serious differences semain between the two, 
leading to growing pessimism among diplomats and 
observers. 


The successful! outcome of the International Conference 
on Cambodia due to start at the end of the month in the 
French capital is in serious doubt. 


While the Soviet Union, Vietnam and Phnom Penh 
believe that a partial solution would be acceptable if a 
comprehcnsive settlement is impossible at this stage, 
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others, like ASEAN and China, along with the three 
factions of the resistance are convinced that only a ful! 
solution could guarantee Cambodia’s peace and stahul- 


ity. 


How many nations will attend the international confer- 
ence 1s still unclear. 


Mr Kurt Waldheim, the president of Austria, recently 
wrote to Prince Sihanouk, requesting his support for 
Vienna’s candidacy. 


Sihanouk agreed and suggested that Senegal too should 
join the crowd. 


French officials are anxious to keep participation at a 
reasonable level in the name of efficiency. 


According to diplomatic sources in Paris, Prince Siha- 
nouk told Mr Rafiuddin Ahmed, special envoy of UN 
Secretary General Perez de Cuellar, that the ')nited 
States is presently reconsidering its participation al the 
international conference. 


“Should the USA abstain, it is doubtful the Soviet Union 
would come,” the source said. 


During a recent meeting with Prince Sihanouk, the US 
undersecretary of state for East Asia and Pacific, Mr 
Richard Solomon, expressed Washington's ful! support 
for Sihanouk but insisted that the Khmer Rouge be left 
out of any future Cambodian administration, a demand 
the prince considers unrealistic. 


Sihanouk himself has confirmed that he will attend every 
stage of the negotiation process. 


Mr Hun Sen has to!d Feris that should the prince refuse 
to participate in tomorrow's Cambodian roundtable, he 
would go back to Moscow. 


At French insistence, Sihanouk has agreed to represent 
his FUNCINPEC [National United Front for an Inde- 
pendent, Neutral, Peaceful, and Cooperative Cambodia] 
party at the rneeting, but his son, Prince Ranariddh, has 
declined to come, arguing it was more important to stay 
near his army. 


The resistance leaders still doubt that the Vietnamese 
will withdraw from Cambodia, although most other 
participants, including it seems the United States, think 
they will. 


The resistance is united in opposing tne Phnom Penh 
regime’s inclusion in any future government. 


Sihanouk, a reliable source said, was surprised when Mr 
Rafiuddin Ahmed told him that “powersharing” was not 
a prerequisite to a political solution. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


Hun Sen Gives Sihanouk Cease-Fire 
BK2507014989 Bangkak BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Jul 89 p 2 


“Text] La Celle-Saint-Cloud, France—Phnom Penh Pre- 
mi. Hun Sen yesterday presented Khmer resistance 
leader « . »ce Norodom Sihanouk with a draft ceasefire 
proposal her ,-s'«/day. 


Mr Hun Sen’s proposal prohibits the Cambodian fac- 
tions from receiving any outside military aid, including 
advisers, until general elections bring in a new govern- 
ment and national army. 


The draft called on “other countries” to respect the 
ceasefire and refrain from “any activities” that may 
hinder its implementation. 


Mr Hun Sen said on Saturday that he hoped to invite 
Prince Sihanouk to sign the protocol with him in 
Bangkok. 


Mr Hun Sen has advocated a ceasefire before Vietnam’s 
troop withdrawal pledged to start on September 30. 


Prince Sihanouk on Friday rejected the idea of a cease- 
fire even immediately afier that date, saying the resis- 
tance would keep fighting until the 130,000 armed 
Vietnamese who he said would remain in Cambodia—in 
Phnom Penh’s army and militia—leave the country. 


The dyaft called for all armed forces nationwide to 
“remain in and restricted to their positions” from the 
time of the ceasefire. 


The protocol calls for the armed forces of each party to 
abstain from military operations on land, river, sea and 
air hostile acts; acts of terrorism: acts of reprisal and acts 
Getrimental to the life and property of the people. 


The protocol, however, allows for freedom of movement 
of civilians, trading activities, and repair and construc- 
tion of public facilities for civilian purposes. 


It specifies that “only unarmed Cambodians” would be 
allowed to reenter the country. 


The draft provides for two signatures, confirming that 
Mr Hu: Sen wishes the agreement to be signed by Prince 
Sihanouk and himself. 


Sihanouk, Hun Sen Hold Separate Briefings 
LD2407150789 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1400 GMT 24 Jul 89 


{[Text] Prince Norodom Sihanouk and the pro-Viet- 
namese prime minister of Cambodia separated a short 
while ago with an acknowledgement of failure. They held 
a private meeting this morning to prepare the Interna- 
tional Conference on Cambodia which is due to be held 
in Paris in a few days’ time. The disagreement between 
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the two men ts such that the prince addressed journalists 
on the steps of the La Celle-St Cloud Chateau, while Hun 
Sen held a news conference, as scheduled, in a marquee 
rigged out for the occasion. Journalists were in a 
dilemma over to whom they should go and listen. 


Hun Sen Refuses To Admit Failure 
BK2507021789 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Jul 89 pp 1, 3 


{By Anurat Maniphan in La Celle-St-Cloud, France] 


[Text] Phnom Penh premier Hun Sen yesterday emerged 
from talks with Khmer resistance leader Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk refusing to admit failure and urging 
settlement on “possible” questions. 


Mr Hun Sen admitted the talks achieved no results but 
that the issues would be taken up at the roundtable talks 
of the four Khmer factions scheduled for today. 


The Phnom Penh premier confirmed that he presented 
to the prince his ceasefire draft protoco! during the talks. 


The discussion also covered the composition of the 
international Conference on Cambodia and touched on 
internal issues. 


Mr Hun Sen said the prince defended his present posi- 
tion—which the Phnom Penh premier described as “two 
steps backward”—as the resuli of his negotiating on 
behalf of the Coalition Guvernment of Democratic 
Kampuchea. 


The prince pointed out that he had spoken as leader of 
his own nationalist front FUNCINPEC [National 
United Front for an Independent, Neutral Peaceful. and 
Cooperative Cambodia] when the two met in Jakarta last 
May, a meeting Mir Hun Sen hailed as achieving “one 
step forward.” 


The prince “read” the draft protocol which is subject to 
further discussion tomorrow, Mr Hun Sen said. 


The prince was reminded that Prime Minister Chatchai 
Chunhawan supported the idea and that the prince had 
earlier consented to it. 


On Cambodian representation at the international con- 
ference, Mr Hun Sen made clear that the Cambodian 
delegation should oniy be composed of two groups: the 
State of Cambodia and Democratic Kampuchea. 


Internal issues were not discussed in detail ‘‘as each side 
knows the other side’s position,” he said. 


Mr Hun Sen reiterated Phnom Penh’s—and Hanoi’s— 
stand that internal issues should be solved among Cam- 
bodians. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


He strongly reyected Thailand’s proposal for the interna- 
tional conference to set up a special working group on 
national reconciliation. 


He lent support to a scenario whereby Cambodians 
would continue to discuss internal issues in parallel with 
the international conference. 


The internal problems should not block the peace pro- 
cess, he said. 


“We ail want a comprehensive solution, one that incor- 
porates international and internal aspects. 


“But we must be realistic. 


“The question is whether one should wait until Cambo- 
dian parties solve the internal problems before dealing 
with the Vietnamese withdrawal and cessation of foreign 
aid or to settle the possible question of Vietnamese 
withdrawal and let the internal problems be solved 
gradually by the Cambodian parties. 


“We cannot let the internal problems affect the Vieinam- 
ese withdrawal,” he said. 


Mr Hun Sen reiterated his position against UN partici- 
pation in the ICM [international control mechanism). 


He would remain opposed to it so long as the UN 
recognised Pol Pot, he said. 


A UN role would be acceptable if it left the Camodian 
seat vacant and annulled the “erroneous resolution of 
the past 10 years.” 


Mr Hun Sen maintained that the Khmer Rouge were the 
main stumbling block to a settlement. 


He spelicd out his demands as guarantees against the 
non-return to puwer alone of the Khmer Rouge, namely 
the cessai:on of foretgn aid, disarming of the guerrillas, 
reveaiing ot ‘neir arms caches, condemnation of leaders 
responsible for genocide while in power from 1975-1979 
and an end to Khmer Rouge use of refugee camps for 
political and miliary ends. 


Asked about the recent shelling at Site 8, he said: “Ask 
the Khmer Rouge. We have not provoked armed conflict 
with Thailand.” 


On the US Senate’s decision to allow the sending of arms 
to Prince Sihanouk’s faction, Mr Hun Sen said it would 
“torpedo negotiations among the Cambodians,” sabo- 
lage peace efforts and effectively encourage civil war in 
Cambedia. 
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“New Stances’ Said To Hamper Progress of Talks 
BK2507023789 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Jul 89 pp 1, 2 


{By Tom Nagorski in La Celle-St-Cloud, France} 


[Text] Phnom Penh Prime Minister Hun Sen yesterday 
said his chief rival, Prince Norodom Sihanouk, had 
abandoned positions taken earlier this year, and said the 
new stances would hamper progress in a round of peace 
talks beginning here. 


Following the fifth meeting of the two Cambodian leaders, 
Hun Sen said the prince’s insistence on including the 
Khmer Rouge in a power-sharing arrangement would 
make Cambodians “hostages again” of the radical! group. 


“Prince Sihanouk’s coalition...has said that to avoid a 
civil war the Khmer Rouge must be accorded some 
military and administrative power,” Hun Sen said. 


Our position is that we are not the hostages of Pol Pot 
and we will not allow our peopie to be made his hostages 
again.* 


Sihanouk, who chairs a resistance coalition fighting the 
Vietnam-supported army of Hun Sen, has insisted that 
the Khmer Rouge be represented in a quardipartite army 
and government in Cambodia. Such an arrangement, the 
prince argues, would remain in place until national 
elections are held, and would guard against guerrilla 
activity by an outlawed Khmer Rouge. 


Hun Sen said yesterday the proper way to deal with the 
Khmer Rouge would be to disarm and “universally 
condemn” the group, which Western diplomats and 
historians [he] said hold responsible for the deaths of as 
many as one million Cambodians during 1975-79. 


The Klimer Rouge issue appeared a key sticking point as 
the two leaders opened three days of talks that are seen as 
the preface to an international conference on Cambodia 
due to open in Paris Sunday. 


During yesterday's discussions, Hun Sen said, Sihanouk 
disavowed positions taken when the two last met, at 
Jakarta in May. 


“I asked (the prince) if he had bandoned his positions,” 
Hun Sen said. 


“He simply said, “Today, I speak rot just for myself, but 
for the three-party coalition.” 


“It is therefore very difficult to know on which points we 
should begin the negotiations.”” Hun Sen said. 


Sihanouk and Hun Sen are to be joined today by leaders 
of the other resistance factions: Khieu Samphan of the 
Khmer Rouge and Son Sann, the leader of the non- 
communist Khmer People’s National Liberation Front. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


The two leaders met at an eighteenth-century chateau here 
yesterday and held talks through the morning and a 
luncheon hosted by the French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas. 


Although Hun Sen praised the “*ec0d atmosphere” of the 
meeting, he spent the bulk of an afternoon , ress confer- 
ence detailing differences between the two sides. 


Sihanouk spoke briefly with reporters and said the 
negotiations remained “completely blocked” after yes- 
terday’s session. 


Hun Sen said he had outlined four areas of discussion for 
today’s factional talks: the makeup of an international 
control force to minitor Vietnam’s troop withdrawal; the 
number of Cambodian participants for the international 
conference; a proposed ceasefire agreement, and the 
“internal problems” of the Cambodian war, which he said 
were dominated by the debate over the role of the Khmer 
Rouge. 


Hun Sen rejected a Bangkok news report that Vietnam was 
prepared to accept UN supervision of the troop with- 
drawal. He said the UN could not be considered as an 
impartial observer until the UN Cambodian seat, currently 
occupied by the resistance coalition, was vacated. 


The Phnom Penh leader said he had suggested to the 
Prince that no more than two Cambodian delegations be 
admitted to the interntional forum, giving one voice 
each to the resistance and the Phnom Penh regime. This 
appeared a further effort at limiting Khmer Rouge 
influence at the conference. 


Hun Sen also said he had handed Sihanouk a paper 
outlining terms for a Cambodian ceasefire. The document, 
presented in the form of an as yet unsigned treaty, calls for 
an end to the fighting, to all foreign military aid to the all 
four factions and termination of fresh troop deployments. 


Prince Sihanouk has said he will not abide by any 
ceasefire proposal that does not also allow for UN 
verification of the Vietnamese withdrawal. 


Cambodia Factions Begin Roundtable Talks 
AU2507112489 Paris AFP in English 1121 GMT 
25 Jul &9 


{by Robert Holloway] 


[Text] La Celle-Saint-Cloud, France, July 24 (AFP)}— 
Leaders of Cz mbodia’s four warring factions on Tuesday 
began round-table taiks here on their country’s future after 
Vietnam ends its 10-year military occupation in Septem- 
ber. 


French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas, who co-chaired 
the start of the meeting with Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
leader of the three-part Cambodian resistance, described 
the meeting as “informal”. 
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But Mr. Dumas reminded the participants that an inter- 
national conference is due to start in Paris on Sunday “to 
draw up a set of controls and credible guarantees of 
Cambodia's independence” after the Vietnamese with- 
drawal. 


And he added: “Without 2 peace agreement between 
you, the control mechaniss and guarantees will have 
scarcely no meaning and probably no impact.” 


French officials said, however, that they would be sur- 
prised if the Cambodian delegations reached any signif- 
icant agreement on the country’s internal political prob- 
lems before the international conference. 


The round-table talks followed an inconclusive meeting on 
Monday between Prince Sihanouk az.d Hun Sen, prime 
minister of the Vietnamese-backed government in Phnom 
Penh, at which both sides firmly reiterated conditions 
which the other had already rejected as unacceptable. 


Tuesday's talks, like Monday's meeting, were held in the 
chateau where French foreign ministers have their official 
residence. 


Mr. Dumas sat next to Mr. Hun Sen, facing Prince 
Sihanouk and ine two other resistance leaders: Khieu 
Samphan, head of the Chinese-backed Khmer Rouge, and 
Son Sann, head of the conservative Khmer People’s Lib- 
eration Front. 


The chief disagreement between Phnom Penh and the 
resistance 1s over the political future of the Khmer 
Rouge, who maintained a reign of terror in Cambodia 
from April 1975 until they were ousted by the Vietnam- 
ese army in January 1979. 


Vietnam and Mr. Hun Sen insist that the Khiner Rouge 
be excluded from any interim government set up in 
Cambodia to organise elections. 


Prince Sihanouk says that this would be a recipe for civil 
war, as the Khmer Rouge have between 30,000 and 
40,000 Chinese-armed guerrillas. 


“[ know what divides you, I know how difficult your task 
is,’ Mr. Dumas told the four delegations before leaving 
them to continue their deliberations. 


Cambodia, a former French colony, had been “plunged 
into a war that was not its own, victim of a veritable 
genocide”, he added—references to the war in neighbour- 
ing Vietnam and to the one million Cambodians, a seventh 
of the population, who are believed to have died under the 
Khmer Rouge. 


The round-table talks began after a photo session at which 
Mr. Hun Sen and Mr. Khieu Samphan, the Khmer Rouge 
leader, took up positions at opposite extremes of the line. 


Mr. Dumas left before ithe meeting ended. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


The Cambodian delegations were scheduled to recon- 
‘vene on Wednesday morning, but French officials said 
the talks might continue after lunch on Tuesday. 


Hun Sen Sees Khmer Rouge as Major Problem 
OW 2507085489 Tokvo KYODO in English 0815 GMT 
25 Jul 89 


[By Yutaka Negishi] 


[Text] Paris, July 25 KYODO—Leaders of four Kampu- 
chean groups sat down for peace negotiations near here 
Tuesday with discussion expected to center on how to 
accommodate the Khmer Rouge. the most militant fac- 
ution. 


But Kampuchean sources said they do not expect a major 
breakthrough to come out of the latest peace talks, which 
followed a meeting Monday between resistance leader 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk and Prime Minister Hun Sen 
of the Vietnam-backed government in Phnom Penh. 


Hun Sen told reporters after the meeting that treatment 
of the Khmer Rouge is a major problem to be solved in 
res_vring peace to the country. 


He also said he was disappointed with Sihanouk’s posi- 
tion in Monday’s taiks, describing it as a setback from 
his earlier stance. 


Sihanouk, president of the three-party Coalition Gov- 
ernment of Democratic Kampuchea, did not give any 
word on his meeting with Hun Sen. 


The Khmer Rouge, responsible for the death of more 
than one million people during their 1975-78 rule, are by 
far the strongest of the three guerrilla groups militarily. 


This raises fears that the Khmer Rouge may resort to a 
civil war to restore power after Vietnam's planned troop 
withdrawal in September. 


As Kampuchean delegates went into a chateau west of 
Paris for the roundtable negotiations, a source close to 
Hun Sen said he is doubtful that the peace talks will 
produce a breakthrough in settling the | l-year-old conflict. 


“So long as Prince Sihanouk depends on the Khmer 
Rouge, there wili not be a solution to the problem,” the 
source said, adding “the possibility that Prince Sihanouk 
may abandon the Khmer Rouge is very slim, at least at 
present.” 


Sihanouk says the Khmer Rouge should be accepted as a 
partner of a provisional government involving the four 
groups and that they should be allowed to retain their 
army, though at a limited scale. 


Hun Sen has rejected the suggestion. 
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An agenda for the roundtable talks is also expected to 
include the formation of an international control mech- 
anism to monitor Vietnam’s troop pullout and general 
elections to be organized to set up a new government, 
according to the Kampuchean sources. 


They said the negotiations may be extended to Wednes- 
day, depending on the outcome. 


The peace negotiations will be followed by an interna- 
tional conference on Kampuchea Sunday and Monday, 
the first such meeting since the regional conflict started 
as a result of Vietnam's invasion of its western neighbor 
in December 1978. 


VODK Sets Conditions for Success of Paris Talks 
BK2507014289 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 24 Jui 89 


[Station “Short Commentary”: “The Paris Roundtable 
Meeting Will Be Successful Or Not Depends on the 
Puppets’ Vietnamese Masier’’] 


[Text] The roundtable inter-Cambodian meeting is 
scheduled to take place on 25 July. People the world over 
are expecting results to be achieved at the meeting. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


The Cambodian people say the roundtable meeting will 
only succeed if the quislings are awakened, stop being 
Vietnam's servile lackeys serving its Indochinese feder- 
ation strategy of swallowing Cambodia, and begin to 
cooperate with the tripartite resistance forces of the 
Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea. 


However, it is well known among the Cambodian people 
that puppet Hun Sen, sent by Vietnam to join the 
roundtable meeting, will certainly not pull himself cut of 
Vietnam's slavery and of being its instrument of aggres- 
sion against Cambodia. He will continue to recite Vict- 
nam’s lesson and serve the Vietnamese policy of aggres- 
sion against Cambodia. If Hun Sen dared to be on his 
own without observing Vietnam’s orders—as he said in 
Bangkok in May that if he agreed with the proposal on 
setting up a quadripartite government, including the 
party of Democratic Kampuchea which is a key force 
fighting the Vietnamese—he would not be permitted to 
return home. Vietnam would certainly shoct down his 
plane. 


Therefore, whether the roundtable meeting in Paris will 
succeed or not does not depend on the Cambodian 
parties, but on the puppets’ Vietnamese master. 
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Japan 


U.S. Shipbuilder Withdraws Complaint 
OW 2307204789 Takyo KYODO in English 0515 GMT 
22 Jul 89 


{rext] Tokyo, July 22 KYODO—The U.S. shipbuilding 
industry’s withdrawal of a complaint against alleged 
government subsidies by Japan and three other countries 
has apparently come as no surprise to Japanese ship- 
building officials. 


A senior official of a major shipbuilding company said, 
“They must have realized they can not possibly persuade 
the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) to retaliate 
against Japan since their complaint had been based on 
wrong understandings of facts.” 


“Probably, the USTR has talked them into withdrawing 
the petition,” he added. 


Kosaku Inaba, chairman of the Shipbuilders’ Associa- 
tion of Japan said the group is quite happy that our 
claims have been accepted. 


The government subsidies for shipbuilding industries by 
Japan, South Korea, West Germany and Norway, which 
the Shipbuilders Council of America (SCA) alleged are 
unfair trade practices, had been discussed at multiloteral 
trade talks under the Organizatios: 1or Economic Coop- 
eration and Development (OECD). 


And the U.S. Government has acknowledged such pra c- 
lces. 


Moreover, Japan's subsidies are at the lowest level 
among the four nations named in the complaint. 


The Japanese major shipbuilders say they had not been 
taking the SCA’3 move very seriously. 


They had been viewing the complaini aimed primarily at 
forestalling the U.S. Defense Department's move to 
curtail its orders of naval vessels. 


Other speculation among the Japanese had been that the 
U.S. industry's real target was not Japan but the Euro- 
pean countries, which are subsidizing construction of 
passenger ships and specialty ships, the categories of 
ships against which U.S. shipbuiiders can still compete 
favorably on cost. 


Japan's Transport Ministry also took the withdrawal of 
the petition as something that had been expecied. 


A ministry official said, “The withdrawal is quite a 
natural course of events since the petition had includec 
2 number of clear misunderstandings.”’ 


The ministzy had sent a letter to the USTR, requesting it 
to turn down the petiticn. 
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It had been insisting that Japan is following every word 
of the international accords made through the OECD 
and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), and that the Japanese Government is providing 
no subsidies that could be detrimental to fair interna- 
tional competition. 


Companies Criticize U.S. Supercomputer Charges 
OW 2107152789 Tokvo KYODO in English 1337 GMT 
21 Jul 89 


[Text] Tokyo, July 21 KYODO—The Electronic Indus- 
tries Association of Japan on Friday criticized the 
United States for being mistaken in leveling charges of 
unfair trade practices involving Japan's supercomputer 
market. 


The association termed the charges truly regrettable, and 
expressed concern that the U.S. is moving toward pro- 
tectionism. 


Its rebuttal was made in a written opinion sent to the 
U.S. Trade Representative’s (USTR) Office in Washing- 
ton, the association said. 


The Japanese supercomputer market was mentioned in 
USTR’s report on foreign trade barriers, issued on April 
28 preparatory to the implementation of measures under 
the so-called “super 301° of the omnibus trade act of 
1988. 


The clause provides for retaliation unless unfair trade 
practices are halted. 


The associziion sent its opinion in response to the 
USTR’s invitation to comment. 


It criticized as a mistake of fact the USTR’s allegation 
that U.S. firms supply only 6 percent of Japan's govern- 
ment and publicly funded university market. As of the 
end of last March, the share of U.S. computers was about 
19 percent, it said. 


It asserted that Japan's government and public univer- 
sity market is already fully open due to steps taken by the 
government in 1987 to insure a transparent procurement 
process. 


The association admitted that prices paid by the govern- 
ment and especially by public universities for supercom- 
puters are very low. 


But it said this is due to special factors—budgetary 
limitations and discounting for promotion of science— 
and is in no way intended to exclude foreign supercom- 
puters. 


“Academic discounting” for universities, which the 
USTR specifically cited in its report, was originally 
started by foreign makers, and has since been accepted as 
a common practice in Japan, the association said. 
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It noted that major U.S. computer makers have also 
made big discounts for Japanese universities, the assoct- 
ation said. 


Citing specific examples, it also charged that Japanese - 
made supercomputers are unfairly excluded from the 
U.S. market. 


Japan has only a share of about | percent in ihe U-S. 
market, and not a single Japanese-made supercomputer 
has been procured by public organizations, it said. 


Foreign Minister Meets USSR Fis) «es :insster 
OW 2507100989 Tokyo KYODO in En, "83° GMT 
25 Jul 89 


[Text] Tokyo, July 25 KYODO—Japanese Foreign Min- 
ister Hiroshi Mitsuzuka on Tuesday asked Soviet Fish- 
eries Minister Nikolay Koilyar to respond to Japan's call 
for the return of four Soviet-held islands off Hokkaido, 
Foreign Ministry officials said. 


Kotlyar, who paid a visit to Mitsuzuka at his office, did 
not comment on the request, the officials said. 


Japan has long called for the return of Kunashiri, Etor- 
ofu, Shikotan and the Habcmais, which the Soviet 
Union seized immediately after World War II. 


Mitsuzuka and Kotlyar agreed to promote bilateral rela- 
tions through cooperation in fishing. the officials said. 


Kotlyar is currently on a six-day visit through Sunday to 
Japan as a Foreign Ministry guest. 


Votes Won by Parties in Upper House Election 
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PRC Says Japanese Citizen Not on Wanted List 
OW 2107121089 Tokvo KYODO in English 1032 GMT 
21 Jul 89 


[Text] Tokyo, July 2} KYODO—China has informed 
Japan that reports of a 35-year-old Japanese femaie 
being on a wanted list for “counterrevolutionary activi- 
ties” are false. Japanese Foreign Ministry officials said 
Friday. 


Deputy Foreign Ministry spokesman Koichi Haraguchi 
said Chinese officials of the Ministry of Public Securty 
told the Japanese Embassy in Beying that no Japanese 
nationals have been placed on the criminal search list by 
security authorities. 


The denial came in response to the embassy’s request for 
a clarification of a report in the pro-Chinese Hong Kong 
newspaper, WEN WEI PO. that a Japanese woman— 
later identified as Masae Tomita—was among 54 people 
wanted by Chinese security authorities for allegedly 
imstigaiing and supporting “counterrevolutionary activ- 
ities." Tomita was identified as being a former student at 


Beijing College of Foreign Language. 


The Japanese Foreign Ministry said Friday it has con- 
firmed that a Japanese woman by the name of Masae 
Fujita, and not Masae Tobita, had been studying at the 
language college in Being until last February. 


The difference in names was attributed to the close 
similarity of one of the Chinese characters contained in 
the woman’s last name. 


The Hong Kong newspaper also reported that the wanted 
list included the names of dissident astrophysicist Fang 
Lizhi, Yan Jiaqi, a scholar of political science, and 
student leaders Wuer Kaixi and Li Lu. 


OW 2407115189 Tokyo KYODO in English 1129 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Text] Tokyo, ‘uly 24 KYODO—Following is the final table of votes won by parties under the proportional 


representation system in Sunday's upper house election. 


Parties Number of Votes Won 
LDP 15,343,455 
JSP 19,688,252 
Komeito 6.097.971 
JCP 3,954,408 
DSP 2,726,419 
Zeikinto 1,179,939 
Salaryman 872,326 
Nun Club 1,250,022 
Taiyonokai 147,090 
Shimpoto 711,980 
Chikyu 334,805 
Joreikai 8.857 
Sharo 139,682 
Taikosha 24,030 
Sports 993,989 


Nenkin 


682,610 


Share (pc) Share in 1986 (pc) 
27.32 38.58 
35.05 17.20 
10.86 12.97 

7.04 9.47 
4.85 6.87 
2.10 3.14 
1.55 3.07 
2.23 2.54 
0.26 - 
1.27 

0.60 - 
0.02 0.03 
0.25 0.25 
004 - 
1.77 - 
1.22 0.62 
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Parties 
Ningento 
UFO 
Shinsei 
Club 
Seiryusha 
Shukento 
Shinjiyu 
Club 
Shinjiyuto 
Zenfukai 
Inochi 
Taiyoto 
Rojintuku- 
shi 
Doshusei 
Heiwa 
(MPD) 
Midorinoto 
Kyoikuto 
Seinensha 
Fukushito 
Genpatsu 
Zatsum- 
into 
Hangenkai 
Yonaoshito 
Taiheikai 
Kankyoto 
Minkenren 
Others 
Total 
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[Text] Tokyo, July 24 KYODO—The following is a table showing the strength of parties in the upper house after 
Sunday’s election. (figures in brackets indicate seats before election): 


LDP 
JSP 
Komeito 


Zeikinto 

Niin Club 
Salaryman 

Sports Heiwato 
Other Minor Parties 
Independents 

Total 


Number of Votes Won 


44,736 
72,894 
41,464 


8,127 
4,893 
340,974 


145,195 
41,481 
150,729 
23,790 
173,314 


10,192 
32,305 


121,254 
60,193 
18,953 

319,298 

161,523 
14,514 


132,130 
43,048 
15,872 
29,929 

8,685 


56,171,328 


Strength of Parties in Upper House 


Share in 1986 (pc) 


109( 139) 
66(42) 
20(22) 
14(17) 

12(1) 
8(11) 
3(2) 

2(2) 

1(2) 

I(-) 

2(5) 
14(9) 
252(252) 
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Strength of Parties in Both Houses 
OW2407122689 Tokyo KYODO in English 1159 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Text] Tokyo, July 24 KYODO—The following is a table showing the strength of parties after Sunday’s upper house 


election. 


(Figures in brackets indicate seats before election): 


House of Councillors 


House of Representatives 


(Upper House) Parties (Lower House) 

109(139) LDP 293 
66(42) JSP 85 
20(22) Komeito 55 
8(11) DSP 28 
14(17) JCP 27 
- Shimpoto l 
12(1) Rengo - 
3(2) Zeikinto - 

2(2) Niin Club 
1(2) Salaryman - 
1(-) Sports Heiwato ° 
2(5) Other Minor Parties - 
14(9) Independents 8 
- Vacancies 15 
252(252) total 512 


(Note: JSP and DSP include two United Social Democratic Party (Shaminren) members each.) 


Mini-Parties Fall ‘Victim’ to JSP Landslide 
OW2407133689 Tokyo KYODO in English 1152 GMT 
24 Jul 89 


[Text] Tokyo, July 24 KYODO—The Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) of Prime Minister Sosuke Uno and 
other major parties were not the sole victims of the 
Japan Socialist Party (JSP) in Sunday’s House of Coun- 
cillors election. 


So-called mini-parties, which had mushroomed for the 
election to pick up half of the 252 seats in the upper 
house, also fell victim to the JSP’s relentless election 
surge. 


A record 35 mini-parties entered the race, held once 
every three years, reflecting public disappointment with 
existing political parties, political analysts said. 


The election results, however, were disappointing for 
them—only three mini-parties managed to win seats. 


Zeikinto (Tax Party) won two seats, and the Niin Club 
(Second Chamber Club) and Sports Heiwato (Party for 
Peace Through Sports), one each. 


The Salaryman Shinto (New Salaried Workers’ Party), 
which has kept one seat since 1983, failed to send any 
candidate to the upper house this time. 


Party leader Shigeru Aoki, who easily won in the previ- 
ous race, said gloomingly at his election office, ““We have 
become the victim of the JSP.” 


“We could not collect enough votes because of the ‘Doi 
boom,’” said a spokesman for Nenkinto (Pension Party) 
in reference to the surging popularity of JSP leader 
Takako Doi, the first woman in Japan leading a major 
political party. 


According to most political analysts, the JSP’s landslide 
victory can be attributed to Doi’s personal popularity, 
especially among female voters. 


The Niin Club won a seat, but its leader Yukio Aoshima, 
a popular television script writer, failed to be returned to 
the upper chamber. 


Aoshima, who left the upper house last month in protest 
against alleged LDP breaches of its election pledges, said 
smilingly that his action was approved by the people 
because his colleague won the race. 


Chinpei Nozue, Zeikinto leader and a television person- 
ality, said the party wanted to win more than two seats 
but said, “‘We had our votes reduced by the JSP offen- 
sive, although we tried not to be involved in the LDP- 
JSP confrontation.” 


4 


Seiichi Tagawa, Progressive party leader who was once a 
cabinet minister under the administration of former 
Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone, said, “We were 
eaten by the JSP.” 
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Tagawa, however, was pleased with the results of the 
upper house election, saying it has dramatically changed 
Japan’s political tide, which so far has favored the 
conservative LDP. 


Among the four successful mini-party candidates was 
former professional wrestler Antonio Inoki, who entered 
the race with an appeal for promotion of “sports diplo- 
macy” and a proposal to set up a sports ministry. 


An opposition party Dietman thanked Prime Minister 
Uno for the victory of Inoki’s Sports Heiwato, saying 
Uno, under fire for his alleged affair with a geisha, has 
planted public distrust in politics, especially among 


young people. 


Political Analysts View Election Outcome 
OW2407121989 Tokyo KYODO in English 1122 GMT 
24 Jul 89 


[By Chikako Mogi] 


[Text] Tokyo, July 24 KYODO—The crushing defeat of 
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) in Sunday’s 
House of Councillors election marks the dawn of the 
“age of trouble” in Japanese politics, political analysts 
said. 


The real battle for establishing a true parliamentary 
democracy has just begun, with both the opposition 
camp and the LDP reaching the starting line, ready to 
embark on policy debates over the controversial 3 per- 
cent consumption tax, said KYODO political news ana- 
lyst Makoto Takahashi. 


The LDP loss brought into the upper chamber the 
healthy parliamentary function of policy discussions 
where the LDP can no longer enact controversial bills 
alone, except budget and ireaties, and must work out 
compromises with the opposition forces, said Hideo 
Uchiyama, professor of politics at Keio University. 


The leading opposition Japan Socialist Party (JSP) faces 
a crucial test in terminating the LDP’s 34-year, one-party 
rule over both chambers in the Diet when they strive to 
pass through the more powerful lower chamber a bill 
urging the abolition of the unpopular indirect tax. 


In the likely event of their proposal being rejected in the 
House of Representatives, which is still dominated by 
the LDP, the JSP hopes to call for an early general 
election after demanding the house’s dissolution, citing 
the need to reflect true public will. 


The JSP must cooperate with other opposition parties in 
pursuing such a scenario, since it alone does not hold a 
simple majority of 127 seats in the 252-member upper 
chamber. But it has conspicuously differed from other 
parties in the alternative revenues for replacing the 
consumption tax. 
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The LDP, defending its 293-seat majority in the 512- 
member lower chamber, must convince the public that 
the consumption tax was a necessary revenue for the 
rapidly aging society of Japan by spending more time on 
Diet discussions, said Kenzo Uchida, professor of poli- 
tics at Hosei University. 


The timing of a dissolution of the lower house is a very 
sensitive issue for the LDP, which needs time to rebuild 
party confidence, but knows that too much delay in 
disbanding it will only enhance public distrust in the 
party, Uchiyama said. 


The LDP’s handling of the opposition proposals on tax 
issues and its selection process of a successor to outgoing 
Prime Minister Sosuke Uno will be severely judged in 
the next general election, he said. 


Uchiyama said the LDP should have dissolved the lower 
chamber to ask for a public reevaluation, because former 
Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita decided to resign in 
the wake of mounting public criticism over the Recruit 
stocks-for-favors scandal, instead of selecting successor 
Uno in a party caucus. 


Uno announced Monday thai he would step down to 
take responsibility for the disastrous fall of the LDP 
from preelection seats of 142 to 109, 18 seats short of a 
simple majority of 127. 


The JSP’s upsurge from 42 to 66 was won largely at the 
expense of the LDP’s self-destructive actions: it defied a 
campaign pledge in 1986 not to introduce an indirect 
tax, Uchida said. 


The overwhelming victory of 11 out of the 12 joint 
opposition candidates, fielded from the largest labor 
Organization Rengo, indicated public uncertainty in 
entrusting power to such opposition parties as the JSP, 
said political commentator Yoichi M> .uzoe. 


Rengo, acting as a bridge to link four anti-communist 
opposition parties, targeted the strongholds of the LDP, 
putting up candidates in 10 single-seat constituencies 
and one each in two double-seat constituencies. 


All 10 Rengo candidates captured seats in the one- 
member electorates, soundly defeating veteran LDP 
incumbents. 


Japan’s fundamental political framework under the 
LDP’s long-term power dominance and perpetual oppo- 
sition forces may change with the emergence of such 
third-party power, Uchida said. 


The public has acknowledged Rengo’s role as the glue to 
unifying the four non-communist opposition parties in a 
coalition in a step toward establishing a two-party sys- 
tem, said Rengo, Chairman Toshifumi Tateya na. 
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Rengo’s New Electoral Campaign Strategy 
OW2407125289 Tokyo KYODO in English 1211 GMT 
24 Jul 89 


{By Tadashi Matsumoto] 


[Text] Tokyo, July 24 KYODO—Japan’s largest labor 
Organization, Rengo, has established a new electoral 
strategy by linking political parties, labor unionists, 
housewives and civic activists. 


In its fist participation in a national election, Rengo, the 
5.6 million-strong Japanese private sector trade union 
confederation, defeated conservative candidates in the 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party’s (LDP) stronghold. 


Eleven of 12 joint opposition candidates fielded by 
Rengo were elected in Sunday’s House of Councillors 
election, which the LDP has monopolized consistently 
for more than a decade. 


Ten of the 11 ran in single-seat constituencies and one in 
a twin-seat electoral district. 


Takeshi Sasaki, professor at the University of Tokyo and 
an authority on Japanese political affairs, said it was 
significant that Rengo has set up a new popular political 
base to gain support from a wide range of voters. 


The Japan Socialist Party (JSP), Komeito, the Demo- 
cratic Socialist Party (DSP) and the United Social Dem- 
ocratic Party (USDP) jointly or partly supported those 
Rengo candidates. 


Sasaki said opposition parties could not beat the LDP in 
most of the 10 single-seat constituencies in the past 
elections due partly to the LDP’s stronger political base 
and to rift among the opposition parties. 


However, he said Rengo’s victory suggested this style of 
Opposition cooperation could be applicable as well to a 
general election for the more powerful House of Repre- 
sentatives. 


One of the | 1 successful Rengo candidates, Eiichi Naka- 
mura, defeated an LDP candidate in the single-seat 
constituency of Shiga prefecture, the home prefecture of 
prime minister and LDP president Sosuke Uno, taking 
over the seat from the LDP, which monopolized it for 
the past 18 years. 


Itsumi Dehara, who served as Nakamura’s chief of staff, 
said Nakamura could not have won the election with 
only the support of labor unionists, noting that organized 
labor has lost momentum. 


Dehara said people in all aspects of society in Shiga 
Prefecture supported Nakamura in a joint bid to scrap 
the 3 percent consumption tax and to help promote 
political reform, both of which were main issues at the 
election. 
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Following the Rengo candidates’ election victory, Rengo 
Chairman Toshifumi Tateyama said at his office in 
Tokyo that it is only the initial step toward establishing 
a coalition government of the JSP, Komeito, DSP and 
the USDP. 


Tateyama said Rengo will help the opposition parties to 
narrow policy differences among them in order to form 
such an opposition coalition government. 


Kajiyama Warns Against Protectionist Policies 
OW 2507040689 Tokyo KYODO in English 0334 GMT 
25 Jul 89 


[Text] Tokyo, July 25 KYODO—iInternational Trade 
and Industry Minister Seiroku Kajiyama voiced concern 
Tuesday over possible protectionist approaches by oppo- 
sition parties in formulating Japan’s trade and industrial 
policies if they should ever assume political leadership. 


Kajiyama was commenting on the impact of a major 
defeat of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) in 
Sunday’s election on the country’s trade and industrial 
policies. 


Speaking to reporters after a regular cabinet meeting, the 
trade minister said the opposition parties would prefer a 
rather “closed” stance toward the world to the “open” 
one the current governing party has long pursued. 


“I’m afraid the opposition parties are more likely to take 
protectionist approaches in formulating its policies 
toward the world,”’ Kajiyama said. 


“We have issues now to be worked out, such as the need 
to continue boosting domestic demand and raising 
imports drastically as we have pledged to the outside 
world,” Kajiyama continued. 


Kajiyama, who became the trade minister in early June, 
attended the first time the annual economic summit of 
seven major industrialized nations during July 14-16 in 
Paris. 


Before and during the summit meeting, Kajiyama met a 
number of foreign government officials and promised 
that Japan would boost imports. 


“Japan has to bear some pain if it is to fulfill obligations 
to the world as a surplus country,”’ Kajiyama stressed. 


He demanded the opposition parties came up with 
“broad policy plans” that are acceptable to the Japanese 
public and the LDP as well. 
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Political Focus Shifts on Uno’s Successor 
OW2407111389 Tokyo KYODO in English 1024 GMT 
24 Jul 89 


[Text] Tokyo, July 24 KYODO—The political focus in 
Japan has shifted to who will succeed Prime Minister 
Sosuke Uno, who declared on Monday that he will step 
down from power because of an election setback for his 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). 


Opposition parties stepped up pressure on the LDP to 
hand over power to them or dissolve the House of 
Representatives immediately to hold a general election 
in the wake of the LDP’s defeat in Sunday’s election for 
the House of Councillors. 


Secretaries general and policy chiefs of four opposition 
parties are to meet on Tuesday to promote discussions 
On adopting joint policies in the event of an opposition 
caretaker cabinet. 


However, there is no immediate prospect for a change- 
over of power to the opposition camp from the LDP, 
which holds an overwhelming majority in the more 
powerful House of Representatives. 


LDP Secretary General Ryutaro Hashimoto said his 
party will convene a caucus Tuesday to discuss processes 
for electing Uno’s successor. 


Among those who are tipped as Uno’s probable succes- 
sor are former State Minister Toshio Komoto, former 
Deputy Prime Minister Shin Kanemaru and former LDP 
Executive Council Chairman Masayoshi Ito, who 
declined in May to take over power from Uno’s prede- 
cessor Noboru Takeshita, LDP sources said. 


The Japan Socialist Party (JSP), the largest opposition 
party, which scored a najor gain in the election for the 
second chamber, said it will present a bill to kill the 
unpopular 3 percent consumption tax, a main cause of 
the LDP’s upper house election loss. 


Uno, in a hastily arranged press conference, said, “all 
responsibilities (for the LDP’s defeat) lie with myself. | 
have decided to resign as prime minister and LDP 
president.” 


Uno, asking party members to pick a new leader as soon 
as possible, said the government would convene an 
extraordinary session of the diet within 30 days of the 
election, as required by law, and that there would be a 
prime ministerial election at that time. 


no, who has been in power since June 2, is leaving 
e in less than two months. The existing short-life 
is for a Japanese prime minister were 54 days, 
red by Prime Minister Prince Naruhiko Higash- 
in 1945 and 65 days set by Prime Minister Tanzan 
bashi in 1957. 
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Jsp Chairwoman Takako Doi told a news conference 
that the LDP must stop rotating power among LDP 
factions and hand over power to the opposition, and that 
her party is ready to form an opposition caretaker 
cabinet to supervise a general election. 


The final returns in Sunday’s upper house election 
showed that the JSP has won 46 seats, more than 
doubling its 22 seats up for election. 


With 22 seats not up for election, the JSP’s new strength 
was boosted to 66, compared with the pre-election 42. 


Among |0 independents who seized seats were six people 
supported by the JSP. 


In addition, there were 11 others who secured seats as 
joint opposition candidates fielded by the country’s 
largest labor organization, Rengo. 


The LDP lost just half the 66 seats up for election to 36 
seats, and its new strength stood at 109, far below the 
simple majority of 127 in the second chamber. 


Komeito, the No. 2 opposition party, lost two of its 12 
seats up for election to 10, and its new strength fell to 20, 
down from the pre-election 22. 


The Japan Communist Party racked up five seats, falling 
to 14 from the pre-election 17, while the Democratic 
Socialist Party won three seats tu decline to eight from 
the pre-election | 1. 


Women accounted for a record 22 out of the | 26 seats up 
for election. 


Mini-parties showed poorly, with Zeikinto (Tax Party) 
winning two seats, and the Niin Club (Second Chamber 
Club) and Sports Heiwato (Party for Peace Through 
Sports) one each. 


The JSP’s 46 seats were 26 from electoral districts and 20 
on the proportional representation basis, while the 
LDP’s 36 seats inclded 21 from constituencies and 15 
from proportional representation. 


In the country’s total 47 electoral districts, to which 76 
seats are allotted, the LDP garnered the biggest share of 
30.7 percent of votes cast, compared with 26.4 percent 
for the JSP. 


The JSP got the largest share of 35.1 percent of all votes 
cast in the proportional representation system, com- 
pared with 27.3 percent for the LDP. 
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LDP To Set Up Committee 
OW2507063289 Tokyo NHK General Television 
Network in Japanese 0300 GMT 25 Jul 89 


[Excerpt] At a meeting of executives and the Executive 
Council today, the LDP formally decided to establish an 
election management committee to elect the next party 
president following the announcement by Prime Minis- 
ter Uno of his resignation. At the meeting, LDP Secre- 
tary General Hashimoto explained to the participants 
that Prime Minister Uno announced his resignation 
yesterday because he took responsibility for the party’s 
defeai in the upper house elections. At the meeting, the 
party secretary general also proposed that an election 
management committee be established for the purpose 
of electing the next party president at the earliest possi- 
ble date. The participants in the meeting approved his 


proposal. 


In the wake of its crushing defeat in the upper house 
elections, views prevailing within the LDP stress that in 
order to overcome the >resent difficult political situa- 
tion, the selection of the next party president should be 
carried out in a way that the people can understand 
easily and the selection of the next president should be 
conducted not through negotiations among some influ- 
ential party leaders, but through election by LDP parlia- 
mentarians. The committee is expected to study specific 
procedures and arrangements for the election of the next 
party president. 


Referring at a news conference to the establishment of 
the election management committee, LDP Secretary 
General Hashimoto said that an extraordinary Diet 
session should be convened and remain open until 21 
August, or at least within | month after the upper house 
elections. He added that the committee would speedily 
formulate procedures for the election of the next presi- 
dent. Thus, the LDP secretary general suggested that the 
committee would play a key role in coordinating views 
within the party regarding the election of the next party 
president. 


Further on LDP Election Committee 
OW2507065189 Tokyo KYODO in English 0625 GMT 
25 Jul 89 


[Text] Tokyo, July 25 KYODO—The Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) will soon establish an intraparty 
election management committee to pick a successor to 
Outgoing Prime Minister Sosuke Uno, LDP officials said 
Tuesday. 


Seisuke Okuno, a nine-term member in the House of 
Representatives, will head the committee, the officials 
said. 


Uno, prime minister and LDP president, declared on 
Monday he is stepping down from power to assume 
responsibility for a major defeat for the LDP in Sunday’s 
House of Councillors election. 
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The presidency of the LDP carries with it the post of 
prime minister. 


Among those who are tipped as Uno’s probable succes- 
sor are former State Minister Toshio Komoto, former 
Deputy Prime Minister Shin Kanemaru and former LDP 
Executive Council Chairman Masayoshi Ito, who 
declined in May to take over power from Uno’s prede- 
cessor Noboru Takeshita, LDP sources said. 


Such powerful men as former LDP Secretary General 
Shintaro Abe, former Finance Minister Kiichi Miyazawa 
and former LDP Policy Chief Michio Watanabe, are all 
banned from assuming party and cabinet posts for some 
time because of their involvement in the Recruit bribery 
scandal. 


Takeshita resigned in disgrace amid public distrust in 
government in the wake of the Recruit scandal, which 
also led to former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone’s 
departure from the ruling conservative party. The LDP 
has lost a majority in the second chamber but it still 
holds overwhelming control in the more powerful lower 
house, whose decision shall be a decision of the Diet over 
budget, treaties and prime ministerial election. 


The ruling party hopes to elect a new leader before 
August 21, LDP officials said. 


The Diet law requires the cabinet to convene an extraor- 
dinary session of the legislature within 30 days after a 
Diet election or before August 21. 


Uno’s term of office is due to run through October 30, 
only filling the remaining tenure for his predecessor 
Noboru Takeshita, who resigned in disgrace in the wake 
of the Recruit bribery scandal. 


Uno came to power on June 2. 


According to LDP’s presidential election rules, there 
must be a primary presidential election from among 
rank-and-file party members and then a runoff among 
the party’s Diet members, if there are four or more 
candidates. 


If the number of candidates is three or less, there will be 
no primary election. 


Because of unpopular economic policies and a series of 
scandals, the Idp suffered a miserable setback in Sun- 
day’s election, falling from its pre-election strength of 
139 in the upper house to 109, far short of the simple 
majority of 127. 


The Japan Socialist Party, the largest opposition party, 
boosted its strength in the second chamber to 66 from 
the pre-election 42. 
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North Korea 


Spokesman Denounces U.S.-ROK Statement 
3K2407020589 Pyongyang Domes:ic Service 
in Korean 2100 GMT 23 Jul 89 


[Statement of the spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs issued in connection with the joint statement of 
the 2Ist annual ROK-U.S. Security Consultative Meet- 
ing held in Washington—read by announcer] 


[Text] Statement of the spokesman of the DPRK Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs: 


The U.S. and Soutl: Korean military authorities recently 
held the 21st annual ROK-U:S. Security Consultative 
Meeting in Washington and issued a so-called joint 
statement there. Talking again about a grave threat from 
the North, they reportedly agreed to continue to main- 
tain U.S. forces in South Korea, to continue to guarantee 
the U.S. nuclear umbrella, and to deploy drones for the 
ground surveillance system of the U.S. forces stationed 
in South Korea and AH-64 antitank assault helicopters. 
They also promised that South Korea will share more of 
the costs for maintaining the U.S. forces occupying 
South Korea for 3 years, beginning from next year, and 
agreed to continue to stage such a joint military exercise 
as the “Team Spirit” exercise. Actively supporting the 
South Korean authorities’ northern policy, the United 
States also agreed to push further ahead with its two 
Koreas plot. 


That at a time when the trend of international detente is 
growing the U.S. and South Korean authorities held the 
so-called annual security consultative meeting and reaf- 
firmed the continued stationing of U.S. forces in South 
Korea and the reinforcement of their armed forces there 
is an open challenge to all Korean people and the 
peace-loving people of the world who want peace on the 
Korean peninsula and its peaceful reunification. Fur- 
thermore, that the U.S. and South Korean authorities, 
clamoring about the nuclear umbrella, agreed to con- 
tonue such a joint military exercise as the “Team Spirit” 
exercise and to complete the wartime host nation sup- 
port agreement is a criminal maneuver designed to 
perfect nuclear war preparations on the Korean penin- 
sula and to deliberately aggravate the situation there. 


The U.S. attempt to continuously occupy South Korea 
under the hackneyed pretext of the nonexistent danger 
from the North proceeds from its policy toward Korea to 
perpetuate the state of division in Korea in a bid to hold 
on to South Korea as a forward base for iis Asian and 
Pacific strategy. As to the settlement of disputes in other 
regions, the United States has sipong'y asserted that the 
withdrawal of foreign forces ther: is is iadispensable 
condition, and the withdrawal of foreign forces from the 
territories of other countries has become a tendency. 
Nevertheless, the United States has clamored about the 
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need to continue to keep and reinforce its armed forces 
solely in South Korea. This is a brigandish logic that 
cannot be justified by anytiving. 


The United States has discussed nuclear disarmament 
with big countries and showed its willingness to reduce 
conventional armed forces in other regions. However, it 
has been reinforcing armed forces on the Korean penin- 
sula, a region where the danger of war is the highest. This 
tells us that the disarmament and detente babbled about 
by the United States lack sincerity. 


The U.S. forces occupying South Korea are not a war 
deterrent. They are not only the root of evil which 
threatens peace in Korea and Asia, but also the key 
factor which blocks the unity of our nation, which 
creates confrontation and tension between the North 
and South and which hinders peace and reunification 
between them. 


That the U.S. and South Korean authorities, while 
assuming a hostile position against us and turning a deaf 
ear to our reasonable disarmament proposal, have been 
talking about so-called measures to recover trust between 
the North and South is nothing but a smokescreen 
designed to conceal their maneuvers to aggravate tension 
on the Korean peninsula The results of the current 
annual ROK-U.S. Security Consultative Meeting run 
completely counter to today’s trend of detente. 


The U.S. Administration should renounce the act of 
inspiring confrontation and tension on the Korean pen- 
insula and of hindering its peaceful reunification by 
continuously adhering to the indiscreet policy toward 
Korea. The South Korean authorities this time begged 
for the continued presence of the U.S. forces in South 
Korea by going so far as to express the will to pay more 
for the costs of maintaining U.S. forces in South Korea. 
This shows that the South Korean regime is not only a 
subjugated regime which is maintained by the U‘S. 
Armed Forces and which has no sovereignty, but is also 
a treacherous and treasonous group which advances 
along the road against dialogue, peace, and reunification, 
going against the demands of the nation and clinging to 
foreign forces. 


Furthermore, that the South Korean authorities, follow- 
ing the overall refusal of North-South dialogue, perpe- 
trated again this time the maneuvers to aggravate mili- 
tary confrontation between the North and South is an 
intolerable act. 


The DPRK Government has put forth various reason- 
able proposals, including the comprehensive peace ini- 
tiative and is making all possible efforts to realize them. 
The U.S. Government should renounce the anachronis- 
tic two Koreas policy, should show an affirmative 
response to the peace initiative put forth by us, and 
should respond to our proposal for tripartite talks. There 
is no good reason whatsoever for the United States to 
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continuously maintain its troops in South Korea and 
reinforce them there. The U.S. Administration should 
withdraw all nuclear weapons and U.S. forces from 
South Korea. 


The South Korean authorities should not pursue the 
policy of confrontation on the strength of their U.S. 
bosses but should come to the table of North-South 
negotiations at the earliest possible date. The Korean 
people and the peace-loving people of the world will 
keenly watch the act of the U.S. and South Korean 
authorities which are continuously aggravating tension 
on the Korean peninsula and which are threatening 
peace there. 


[Dated] 24 July 1989, Pyongyang 


Commentary Denounces Security Meeting 
SK2507024489 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0007 GMT 23 July 89 


{NODONG SINMUN 23 July commentary: “Along the 
Orbit of a Nuclear War”] 


[Text] According to a foreign press report, the 2Ist 
U.S.-South Korean Annual Security Consultative Meet- 
ing, which was held in Washington from 17-19 July, 
issued a so-called joint statement. This document is 
filled with powder-reeking contents, which lay bare the 
U.S. imperialists’ more naked ambition of aggression 
against the Korean peninsula and Northeast Asia. This is 
also filled with provocative rants which slander and 
abuse us without any grounds and with hypocritical 
remarks in a bid to justify the U.S. imperialists’ wild 
ambition. 


The United States, the author of the document, talking 
about the fictitious threat of someone else’s southward 
invasion, like a thief crying ‘stop thief’ while covering up 
its brutal color as aggressor against the Korean people, 
claimed that the U.S. forces would continuously stay in 
South Korea and that it would protect the puppet clique 
with its nuclear umbrella. The United States also bab- 
bled about intensifying the maneuvers of aggression and 
war, clamoring that it will reinforce the armed aggression 
forces in South Korea, support the puppet clique mili- 
tarily, and continue the “Team Spirit” war exercise 
against us. 


This is a grave challenge to peace in Korea and its 
reunification. It also shows that, although it is clamoring 
about detente in other parts of the world, the United 
States is taking the road of further aggravating the 
situation and increasing the danger of war in the Far 
East, including the Korean peninsula. 


What draws our particular attention is the United States’ 
announcement that it would keep occupying South 
Korea, maintain the nuclear umbrella, and continue the 
nuclear test war in the future, while justifying .i. This 
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shows that the U.S. imperialists straightforwardly uti- 
lized this meeting in further viciously pushing ahead 
with their strategy toward Korea, Asia, and the Pacific 
region on a full scale along the orbit of nuclear war. 


In South Korea where more than | ,000 nuclear weapons 
have already been deployed, thus reducing it to the most 
dangerous site of nuclear war, the further introduction of 
nuclear weapons and the construction of air bases for 
nuclear bombers and storehouses for nuclear weapons 
have been accelerated, and number of planes capable of 
carrying nuclear weapons have been increased and mod- 
ernized. 


It has been reported that the previous F-16 fighter- 
bombers and other Air Force aircraft, which have been 
deployed in Kunsan and Osan air bases, will be replaced 
by F-16’s of ultramodern B and D types which have been 
equipped with the new type of radar guided missiles and 
the electronic apparatuses capable of launching a low- 
altitude attack under any (?bad weather) condition. 


The Japanese newspaper RYUKYU SHIMPO reported 
that this is for the implementation of the antisocialist 
strategy of the United States. In addition to the “Team 
Spirit” joint military exercise, the U.S. imperialists plan 
to stage this year a new nuclear test war, codenamed 
“Pacific Exercise,” throughout the whole Pacific area, 
centering on the area surrounding the Korean peninsula 
and mobilizing numerous naval ships and aircraft capa- 
ble of carrying nuclear weapons. This is a very dangerous 
military action designed to reduce this region to the site 
of a nuclear war. 


The U.S. imperialists, by driving the Korean people and 
the people of other countries in Northeast Asia into a 
nuclear holocaust, are attempting to avoid damaging 
themselves directly in a nuclear holocaust and to imple- 
ment their global strategy. This is precisely the essence of 
the so-called security of the United States that the U.S. 
authorities indicated in the joint statement. 


In the joint statement, the United States said that it 
strongly supports the South Korean puppets’ northern 
diplomacy and that direct North-South dialoguc 1s desir- 
able. This is designed to evade U.S. responsibility for the 
Korean question and to create two Koreas at any cost so 
as to hold onto South Korea as a forward nuclear base. 
This makes it more evident that the U.S. imperialists’ 
policy of creating two Koreas is the political part of the 
U.S. nuclear war strategy against the Republic and 
socialism. 


The confabulation in Washington between the master 
and his servant was thoroughly utilized to step up the 
line of war and division and the evil plot for nuclear war 
provocation against the Korean people. Therefore, the 
South Korean puppets begged for the presence of U.S. 
forces and nuclear weapons in South Korea, and prom- 
ised that they would share more of the costs for keeping 
U.S. forces in South Korea. This shows their dirty colors 
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as servants who faithfully execute the masters’ nuclear 
war Strategy and splittist line, w:‘hout paying attention 
to national interests and security. 


World opinion is condemning and denouncing the 
maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists and their servants 
who are leading the situation on the Korean peninsula to 
the point of explosion. 


South Minister’s Remarks Decried 
SK2507044589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0429 GMT 25 Jul 89 


[Text] Pyongyang July 25 (KCNA) —The South Korean 
puppet minister of national defence who attended the 
21st U.S.-South Korea ‘Annual Security Consultative 
Meeting” said at a “press conference” that it was the 
greatest success at the meeting that U.S. “security com- 
mitments” to South Korea were reaffirmed and the 
continued presence of the U.S. forces in South Korea 


was agreed upon. 


NODONG SINMUN today denounces this as shameless 
outcries of a despicable flunkeyist traitor. 


In a signed commentary the paper says: 


The United States and South Korean puppet military 
bosses held a war confab at a time when detente is 
becoming a trend on a world-wide scale. This is an open 
challcnge to the entire Korean people who want peace 
and reunification of the Korean peninsula and the peace- 
loving people of the world. 


The puppets describe it as a success that a guarantee was 
given for the continued presence of the U.S. imperialist 
aggression forces in South Korea. This is the way of 
thinking of miserable traitors. 


The U.S. imperialists are keeping hold on South Korea 
as a colony, regarding it as a nice lump of fat. 


Feeling grateful for the utterance of the U.S. imperialists 
that they would ensure “nuclear umbrella” and continue 
nuclear military exercises, the puppets preposterously 
advertised it as “success.” The U.S. imperialists’ 
“nuclear umbrella” is to impose a nuclear holocaust 
upon our nation in the North and the South, not to 
protect someone. 


The puppet minister of national defence also described it 
as “success” that at the meeting they agreed on 
“amending” the “inequal treaties” including the “Status 
of Forces Agreement.” This only proved the master- 
servant relations between the United States and the 
South Korean puppets. 


What success did the puppets get by bartering away all 
the interests of the country and the nation to the U.S. 
master? 
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UK Parliamentarians Urge U.S. Troop Withdrawal 
OW2207141889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1043 GMT 22 Jul 89 


[Text] Pyongyang July 22 (KCNA)}—British parliamen- 
tarian Robert Parry . an interview with a reporter on 
July 20 demanded the withdrawal of the U.S. troops 
from South Korea to pave the road to the reunification 
of the Korean peninsula, according to a report. 


He stated that his proposal for the pullout of the U.S. 
troops from South Korea submitted to the House of 
Commons was supported by 40 parliamentarians. 


He made public a statement of the British Parliamentary 
Committee for Friendship With Korea. 


The statement urged a halt to the U.S. military exercises 
including the “Team Spirit” in South Korea and the 
support of Britain to them. 


It demanded that the United States and the South 
K.orean authorities replace the armistice agreement with 
a peace agreement and adopt a non-aggression declara- 
tion. 


It also expressed support to the current peace and 
reunification study tour of Korea. 


The committee announced that it would stage a demon- 
stration in front of the‘South Korean puppei embassy in 
London on July 27 to express support to the peaceful 
reunification of Korea. 


Other Calls for Withdrawal Noted 
SK2107122489 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1055 GMT 21 Jul 89 


[Text] Pyongyang July 21 (KCNA) —Loud voices 
demanding the withdrawal of U.S. forces and nuclear 
weapons from South Korea are ringing out of functions 
held in different countries in the current month of 
anti-U.S. joint struggle. 


A meeting for solidarity with the Korean people’s strug- 
gle was held at the Ulan-Ude souvenir factory of the 
Buryat Autonomous Republic of the USSR. 


The speakers at the meeting laid stress on intensifying 
the joint struggle to get the U.S. forces and nuclear 
weapons withdrawn from South Korea, realise the inde- 
pendent, peaceful reunification of Korea and ensure 
peace and security on the Korean peninsula and in the 
Asian-Pacific region and further deepening friendship 
and solidarity between the Soviet and Korean peoples. 


A meeting was held at the Radomir heavy machine plant 
in Sofia, Bulgaria, at which the vice-chairman of the 
Bulgaria-Korea Friendship Association spoke. The Bul- 
garian people fully support the Korean people and youth 

and students in their struggle for the independent and 
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peaceful reunification of the country and oppose and 
denounce the new war provocation moves by the U.S. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppets, he said. 


Speaking at a DPRK photo show opened in Laos, the 
vice-minister for culture of Laos supported the DPRK’s 
proposals for the national reunification and expressed 
firm solidarity with the Korean people in the struggle for 
reunification. 


The chairman of the Nepal-Korea Friendship Associa- 
tion said at a meeting held under the sponsorship of the 
association: The United States provoked a war of aggres- 
sion against the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
for the purpose of conquering the whole of Korea and 
dominating Asia and the rest of the world. The Korean 
people, however, became the first to defeat the U.S. 
imperialists in history, displaying the dignity and stam- 
ina of Korea to the whole of the world and greatly 
encouraging the fighting peoples. 


The speakers at a meeting for friendship and solidarity 
with the Korean people held in Sierra Leone, held that 
the main obstacle to Korea’s reunification is the U.S. 
forces’ occupation of South Korea and the United States 
must no longer interfere in the internal affairs of Korea. 


A statement adopted at a meeting held in the Congo 
stressed that the Korean people would surely accomplish 
the cause of national reunification under the wise lead- 
ership of the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song and the 
dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il. 


American Scholars Accused of Distorting History 
SK2407113089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1035 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Text] Tokyo July 22 (KNS-KCNA)—Assistant Profes- 
sor Yu Chin-tae, dean of the history and geography 
faculty of Korean University, and Assistant Professors 
Chon Ho-chon and Ko Kwan-min, Korean historians in 
Japan, issued a statement in joint name on July 20 
denouncing the distortion of Korean history by venal 
American scholars. 


Noting that American historians describe the population 
of the ancient society of Korea as “mixed blood” with 
neighbouring races and deny the inherent national cul- 
ture of Korea, they say this is a preposterous fabrication 
by those lacking the elementary knowledge of Korean 
history. 


It was clarified long ago that the population of the 
ancient society of Korea formed a homogeneous nation, 
created and developed its independent culture and had a 
noticeable influence on the culture of Northeast Asian 
countries including its neighbours through exchanges 
with them, they note, and continue: 
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Nevertheless, American historians dare distort the 
Korean culture, contending that it belonged to the cul- 
tural sphere of other countries and was patterned on the 
ideology, culture and religion of neighbouring countries. 
This is a replica of the colonial view of history of the 
Japanese imperialists who tried to justify aggression and 
rule by distorting the Korean history as a history of 
“standstill” without development and a “heteronomous 
history under the influence of the neighbours. [no end 
quotation marks as received] 


They charged in the statement that some historians of 
the United States are circulating the theory of “Imna was 
a prefecture of Japan,” the theory of “administration” of 
southern Korea by ancient Japan, of which even Japa- 
nese historians are dubious today. 


They expressed their resolution to realise talks of histo- 
rians in the North and South of Korea which are fully in 
line with the national dialogue for reunification and 
wage a powerful movement for the rectification of his- 
tory education and the wrong history textbooks in the 
United States in which they distort and forge Korean 
history. 


Official Denounces Hungary's Step on Visa Treaty 
SK2407023489 Pyongyang Domestic Service 
in Korean 2100 GMT 23 Jul 89 


[Text] An official concerned of the DPRK Foreign 
Ministry on 23 July issued the following press statement 
in connection with the Hungarian side’s attempt to hide 
its provocative action of unilaterally abrogating the 
agreement on the abolition of visas between the two 
countries and to mislead world opinion. 


Sandor Matyus, deputy director oi Fourth Department 
of the Hungarian Foreign Ministry, met the DPRK 
charge d'affaires to Hungary at the Hungarian Foreign 
Ministry complex on 10 July and officially delivered to 
him a memorandum in the name of the Hungarian 
Foreign Ministry. The memorandum notes that the 
Foreign Ministry of the Hungarian People’s Republic 
informs the DPRK Embassy of the abrogation, effective 
10 August 1989, of the agreement between the Hungar- 
ian People’s Republic and the DPRK on the abolition of 
visas for those with diplomatic, official, and ordinary— 
official purposes—passports signed in 1956. 


In a due step to counter this extremely unfriendly act 
committed by the Hungarian side, the DPRK Foreign 
Ministry decided to institute a visa system for Hungar- 
ian travelers effective | August 1989. The Hungarian 
charge d'affaires to our country was notified of this in a 
Foreign Ministry memorandum on 18 July. 


This being so, the director of the Consular Departm®ht 
of the Hungarian Foreign Ministry, in a press statement 
carried by the Hungarian newspaper NEPSZABADSAG, 
dated 21 July, not mentioning anything about the 10 July 
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memorandum of the Hungarian Foreign Ministry offi- 
cially informing us of the unilateral abrogation of the 
agreement with our country on the abolition of visas. 
made a fact- distorting statement that our side first 
proposed to abrogate the agreement on the abolition of 
visas. 


This is really absurd and weird. The Hungarian side 
dared to make such an absurd statement despite the 
stern existence of the Hungarian memorandum deliv- 
ered to our side. This shows well that the tactic of the 
Hungarian authorities is extremely shameless. The 
shameful nature of the Hungarian authorities, who 
decided to abrogate the agreement with our country on 
the abolition of visas on the eve of Bush’s junket to 
Hungary in order to receive a few dollars from the U.S. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppets, has been 
revealed to the entire world. The Hungarian authorities 
cannot hide this fact at all. 


North Repeats Cail for Joint Talks on Sports 
SK2407034589 Pyongyang Domestic Service 
in Korean 0100 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Statement of the North side’s delegation to the North- 
South sports talks] 


[Text] On 15 July, just a few days before the third 
North-South sports talks to form a single team, the South 
side delegation notified our side of its indefinite post- 
ponement of the talks. Having recently postponed the 
eighth Panmunjom meeting of parliamentarians of the 
two sides for North-South joint parliamentarian talks 
and the third preliminary meeting for North-South high- 
ievel political and military talks, the South Korean 
authorities have gone so far as to unilaterally suspend the 
North-South sports talks this time. We cannot repress 
our surprise over this. 


Our proposal for holding North-South sports talks last 
year to discuss the problem of participating in the | 1th 
Asian games, which will be held in China, by forming a 
single North-South team proceeded from the lofty desire 
not only to bring an end to such a national tragedy as to 
make an unyielding competitive game between the same 
nation in the presence of the people of the world, but also 
to achieve unity between North-South sportsmen and to 
promote the cause of national reunification. 


This was why our side has made all sincere efforts to 
bring the North-South sports talks to success since the 


talks began. 


Even at the time when the South Korean authorities 
created a grave obstacle to North-South dialogue by 
persistently staging the “Team Spirit-89” joint military 
exercise, which is against the opposite side of dialogue 
despite the strong protest and condemnation of the 
people at home and abroad, we continued the North- 
South sports talks with patience proceeding from the 
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stand of bring:ng the talks to success at any cost. Fur- 
thermore, even at the ume when the persons in authority 
in South Korea iast April deliberately aggravated the 
atmosphere of iziks by using Rev Mun Ik- hwan’s visit to 
Pyongyang as an excuse, regarding the visit as a crime, 
and, ihus, resulted in failing to hold the talks as sched- 
uled, we proposed to resume the talks on 18 July. 


Nevertheless, the South side delegation, far from 
responding to these sincere efforts of ours, perpetrated 
this time the inconceivable act of postponing the third 
sports talks indefinitely. This is a challenge to the oppo- 
site side of dialcgue and an open betrayal to the unani- 
mous expectation and desire of all the compatriots who 
want to form a single North-South team. 


The South Korean delegation, claiming that the visits of 
democratic figures to Pyongyang are aimed at disturbing 
the internal situation of South Korea, is asserting that 
because of this it cannot hold the talks. This is nothing 
but an excuse to justify its stand against dialogue. 


The visit to Pyongyang by the South Korean democratic 
figuies was prompted by the ardent patriotic desire to 
activate dialogue and exchange between the North and 
South and to promote the peaceful reunification of the 
country, and this must be beneficial to the North-South 
sports talks and should never be a reason to suspend 
talks. Nevertheless, the sports delegation of the South 
side is chiming in with the wrong step of the South 
Korean authorities, which regard the visit to Pyongyang 
by the South Korean democratic figures as a crime and 
link it with us. This clearly shows that this delegation is 
unable to relieve itself of the old political custom of the 
old era and is still used by the authorities for their policy 
of confrontation. 


Although those in power suspended the meeting of 
parliamentarians and the preliminary talks for political 
and military talks, there is no reason why the sports talks 
should also be suspended. The sports delegation of the 
South side should not follow the unjust act of the 
authorities aimed at using the sports talks for impure 
political purposes, but return to the fundamental aiti- 
tude of sports persons at an early date. 


The sports persons of the North and South and all the 
fellow countrymen consistently desire the success of the 
sports talks for the participation in the Asian games with 
a single team. Joint North-South participation in the 
forthcoming Asian games with a single team will be the 
best opportunity to demonsrate the united strength of 
the sports persons of the North and South. 


If, because of the insincere attitude of the South side, the 
North-South sports talks for the formation of a single 
team fail to achieve fruition by losing this opportunity, 
they will not be able to escape the denunciation of the 
sports persons of the North and South and the entire 
fellow countrymen. 
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The delegation of the South side should bear in mind its 
responsibility for the nation, repent its unjust step 
endangering the North-South sports talks, and come to 
the talks at an early date. 


If the North-South sports talks are normalized, it will 
favorably influence the resumption of other North-South 
dialogue and will greatly contribute to the easing of 
confrontation between the North and South, which is 
worsening with each passing day and to the improve- 
ment of North-South relations. 


Hoping that the delegation of the South side will open- 
mindedly accept our sincerity so that the talks may be 
resumed at an early date, we propose once again that the 
third round of the North-South sports talks be held at the 
House of Peace in the area of the South side in Panmu- 
njom at 1000 on 10 August. 


[Dated] 23 July 1989, Pyongyang 


Allegations of So’s ‘Career’ as ‘Spy’ Refuted 
SK2207054089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0506 GMT 22 Jul 89 


[Ridiculous Scenario’—KCNA headline; all quotation 
marks as received] 


[Text] Pyongyang July 22 (KCNA)}—The South Korean 
puppet Security Planning Board on July 17 published 
“Interim Results of Investigation into the Case of Secret 
Trip of Assemblyman So Kyong-won to the North”. 


In the “Results of Investigation” which was made public 
to home and foreign reporters, the puppets branded So 
Kyong-won, a national assemblyman from the Party for 
Peace and Democracy, as a “career spy” who was 
absorbed by the North in 1985 and made his way into 
the “National Assembly” on its instructions, receiving 
“working funds” from it. Thus, it presented the case 
itself as a “perfect spy case.” 


The so-called “investigation accounts” allege that he 
received “political and indeological education” and 
“instructions” after being “absorbed” by the North's 
“operative agency, "became a national assemblyman on 
the “order” of the North, reported the internal situation 
of South Korea and received “instructions” during his 
“secret visit to the North” and, according to them, 
manipulated the peasants’ struggle behind the scene, 
called for North-South exchange of peasants and pro- 
moted visit of Roman Catholic Cardinal Kim Su-hwan 
to the North. 


So Kyong-won is imposed upon the fabulous charges of 
“spying” under the criminal law and “attainment of 


aims,” “escape on orders,” “infiltration,” “acceptance of 
money and goods,” “ "rendezvous and correspondence“ 


and so forth under the "National Security Law,” and 
eleven related persons including his secretary Pan Yang- 
kyun are also subjected to various charges. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


We sternly denounce the indiscreet row of the puppets 
who are rasing a hue and cry, even branding as a “spy” 
the opposition politician who visited Pyongyang to dis- 
cuss the reunification question, as a last-ditch wriggle of 
those who lost to reason, steeped in anti-DPRK, anti- 
dialogue and anti-reunification intrigues and as an open 
challenge to the patriotic forces for reunification and 
decisively refute the utterly false “results of investiga- 
tion” published by them. 


It is the height of folly to label So Kyong-won as a spy. 
We have never give “instructions” to him and he is not 
a person who would act on our “instructions.” 


An activist of the peasant movement, a religionist and an 
opposition politician, he voluntarily contacted us and 
came to Pyongyang in August last year out of the desire 
to promote national reconciliation and unity and seek 
together a way of peaceful reunification. Staying in 
Pyongyang for three days and two nights, he was 
received by the great leader President Kim Il-song and 
met our officials concerned and discussed the question 
of peaceful reunification, the matter of common concern 
for the nation. He did not do anything else. What 
“operation” or “instructions” are here and how can this 
be “spying activities”? 


The reunification of the country is a question of nation- 
wide nature which should be resolved by the general will 
of the nation. Any member of the nation has the right to 
meet compatriots and discuss the reunification question 
with them and have dialogue with them for reunifica- 
tion. All the more so in case of a politician who is under 
heavier responsibility than others to the nation. 


The No Tae-u group has incriminated the opposition 
assemblyman who met us and discussed the question of 
reunification with us and gone the extent of imposing 
“spying” charges on him. By so doing it itself has totally 
scrapped the “July 7 declaration” and even divested 
itself of the position to have parliamentary talks with us. 


The “content of investigation” and “evidences” 
announced by the puppets to brand So Kyong-won as a 
“career spy” are their preposterous brainchild which can 
convince no one. 


As an assemblyman he criticized the wrong policies of 
the administration and spoke for the will of the peasants 
and people and conducted activities for the realisation of 
North-South exchange and travel. Who would nod to the 
absurd argument charging all this with “fulfilling instruc- 
tions”? 


The “‘autographic memo book,” “‘souvenir picture taken 
in the North, highly efficient short-wave radio, and the 
like reportedly seized by the puppets as “evidences of 
spying activities cannot be regarded as evidences alto- 
gether. Such thing as “contact password’ can be 
invented easily by the “Security Planning Board.“ 
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And, even according to the “Results of Investigation” 
published by the puppets, So Kyong-won “divulged on 
purpose” his “secret trip to the North” to Catholic 
clergymen, leading officials of the catholic peassants’ 
association, politicians belonging to the Pariy for Peace 
and Democracy and figures around him, and even sup- 
plied pictures taken when he was visiting the North toa 
reporter of the newspaper HANGYORE SINMUN. 
Should he really be a “spy” who received “instructions” 
from the North, he would never have done such stupid 
act deliberately disclosing his color. 


The “investigation results” published by the puppets is 
an anti-DPRK scenario full of fabrications, distortions 
and contradictions from A to Z, which has no authentic- 
ity OF persuasive power. 


It is not hard to gather why the No Tae-u group is 
provoking the DPRK with a hue and cry over the 
Pyongyang visit by an opposition politician, a matter 
which presents no problem, even branding it as 2 “spy 
case.” 


The sentiments for peaceful reunification through alli- 
ance with communism and the North, the sentiments of 
people who reject the puppets’ argument about “urified 
channel of dialogue” and desire to promote national 
unity and reunification by developing dialogue between 
people of all social standings and figures in the North 
and the South, are growing in South Korea with every 
passing day against the background of the developments 
at home and abroad which are daily turning favourable 
to the cause of national reunification. 


These sentiments are gaining further momentum as coed 
Yim Su-kyong, the delegate of the ‘National Council of 
Student Representatives” (Chondaehyop), following in 
the footsteps of Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and writer Hwang 
Sok-yong who had openly visited the northern half of 
Korea in defiance of the threats and blockade by the 
rulers, came to participate in the Pyongyang festival and, 
now, an international peace and reunification study tour 
of Korea is being made with her attendance. 


Much upset by such developments, the South Korean 
rulers have totally blocked dialogue, unilaterally putting 
off even North-South inter-parliamentary dialogue and 
dialogue between the authorities for an indefinite period 
on the pretext of the Pyongyang visits by South Korean 
personages of various circles, and are now proceeding to 
aggravate the confrontation. 


The No Tae-u group needed a “shocking” poliiical plot 
to give a semblance of validity to these treacherous acts 
denounced by the whole nation and world public opin- 
ion, incite distrust in and caution against the North 
among the South Korean people and aggravate the 
North-South relations. 
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The so-called “So Kyong-won spy case” was rigged up 
out of this need. The puppet rulers kept silence about his 
visit to Pyongyang, knowing it long ago. But they 
arrested him a few days before the Pyongyang festival 
and fabricated his spy case shortly before the start of the 
international peace and reunification study tour of 
Korea. All this proves what they are after. 


But this is not all what the puppets seek in this “spy 
case.” They intend to justify their brutal suppression and 
strengthen the anti-communist fascist system by creating 
the impression that the independent reunification move- 
ment against outside forces and the anti-fascist struggle 
for democracy which are gaining strength in South Korea 
and even the struggle of working people for the right to 
existence are “man:pulated™ by the North. 


Everyone can easily see this in the “results of investiga- 
tion”. 


Actually, the No Tae-u group, under the pretext of this 
“case”, is now committing unprecedented fascist out- 
rages such as investigating politicians, clergymen and 
pressmen, 55 in all, and raiding and ransacking the 
HANGYORE SINMUN office. And under the slogan of 
“eradication of the leftist pro-communist forces,” it is 
ruthlessly suppressing the patriotic forces for reunifica- 
tion and, as if it were not enough, is stretching the 
crooked hand of repression even to the Party for Peace 
and Democracy, the largest opposition party. 


No matter how shamelessly the puppets may brand an 
innocent man as a spy. he cannot be a spy. and no matter 
how hard they may distort our sincere efforts for 
national unity and peaceful reunification as “operation 
against the South” they cannot mislead public opinion. 


The puppets must make an apology for groundlessly 
slandering us by fabricating a new “spy case” and 
unconditionally release So Kyong-won and other figures 
whom they have illegally arrested by connecting them 
with the “case” and discontinue at once the fascist 
suppression of the patriotic forces for reunification. 


Reunification Committee Urges Yim's Safe Passage 
SK2307070989 Pyongvang Domestic Service 
in Korean 0400 GMT 23 Jul 89 


{Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Father- 
land (CPRF) sends telephone message to the South 
Korean Minister of National Unification Board] 


[Text] Today. the CPRF sent the following open letter to 
the Minister of the National Unification Board of South 
Korea. 


To Yi Hong-ku, the minister of the National Unification 
Board of the Republic of Korea: 


FBIS-EAS-89-141 
25 July 1989 


As you also know, on 20 July. we sent a telephone 
message to your side to request that the Minister of the 
National Unification Boaic and the minister of home 
affairs openly announce a statement guaranteeing the 
personal safety of student Yim Su-kyong, delegate of the 
National Council of University Student Representatives 
[Chondaehyop], who participated in the !3th World 
Festival of Youth and Students, that she can go back to 
South Korea safely, passing through Panmunjom. 


However, even though 3 days have passed since the 
telephone message was sent, and even today. when the 
day for student Yim Su-kyong’s return home is close at 
hand, there have been no official measures taken. 


The demand of student Yim Su-kyong to return to South 
Korea through Panmunjom is not only her will, but also 
the consistent desire of people at home and abroad. 


If student Yim Su-kyong’s request is ignored and there 
are difficulties in her return because the door of Panmu- 
njom is not “pened in the end, this will be a disgrace io 
the nation and will have a bad influence on North-South 
relations in general. 


Since you are a respo isible authority deeply involved in 
the issue of the participation of the Chondaehyop dele- 
gate in the Pyongya ‘g festival, we hope that your side 
will take relevant measures so that there will be no 
obstacle to Yim Su-kyong’s return, and at the same time 
that you will inform us of the result as soon as possible. 


[Signed] Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of 
the Fatherland 


[Dated] 23 July, 1989 Pyongyang 


More on Peace, Reunification ‘Study Tour of Korea’ 


Group Arrives in Pyongyang by Plane 
SK2307110989 Pyongyang Domestic Service 
in Korean 1000 GMT 23 Jul 89 


[Excerpts] On the afternoon of 23 July. filled with [words 
indistinct}, the group of participants of the international 
peace march for the peace and reunification of the 
Korean peninsula that departed from Mt Paektu, arrived 


i Pyongyang by plane. [passage omitted] 


Kim Yong-sun, chairman of the Korean anti-nuclear 
peace committee; Chon Kum-chol, vice chairman of the 
Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Father- 
land; Yo Yong-ku, chairman of the Central Committee 
of the Democratic Front for the Reunification of the 
Fatherland warmly welcomed the group of participants 
of the international peace march at the airport. [passage 
omitted] 
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Participants Leave for 
SK2407114189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1023 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Text] Pyongyang July 24 (KCNA} The participanis in 
the international peace and reunification study tour of 
Korea who arrived here on July 23 from Mt. Paektu left 
here to”ay for Kaesong. 


Prior to their departure, a rally to send off the peace 
marchers and the delegate of Chondaehyop Yim Su- 
kyong who is going back to South Korea was held ai the 
plaza of the Pyongyang indoor stadium with the aiten- 
dance of more than 10,000 youth and students and 
citizens. 


Speaking at the rally. Choe Mun-son, chairman of the 
Pyongyang Municipal People’s Committee. first bade 
warm farewell, in the name of the entire Pyongyang 
citizens, to the anti-war. anti-nuke. peace champions 
from different countnes of the world, youth and students 
and compatriots who are participating in the study tour. 


Standing in the ranks of the peace and reunification 
study tour of Korea is the delegate of the South Korean 
“National Council of Student Representatives” (Chon- 
daehyop) Yim Su-kyong, a proud daughter of our nation 
who is so loved by the fellow countrymen in the North 
and the South and who is drawing attention and concern 
of the world, he said, and stressed: We must reunify the 
country, so we must make our farewells today. and as the 
country is sure to be reunified, we will meet again 
without fail, and that will be a stepping-stone for signif- 
icant meeting with the one million students of the South 
in the future. 


When the send-off meeting was over the peace marchers 
consisting of anti-war, anti-nuke. peace champions from 
some 30 countries, Koreans overseas, the delegate of 
Chondaehyop, youth and students and working peopie 
in the northern half of Korea weaved their way through 
the streets of the capital with the flag of the “Interna- 
tional Peace March Group™ flying high. 


A large crowd of Pyongyangites turned out to warmly see 
off the peace marchers on the road. 


Farewell Rally Held for Marchers 
SK2507004789 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1530 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Text] Pyongyang July 24(KCNA)}—The members of the 
International Peace and Reunification Study Tour of 
Korea who arrived in Pyongyang yesterday from Mt. 
Paektu, the ancestral mountain of Korea, left here this 
afternoon for Panmunjom. 
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Pyongyang which had been animated with the 13th 
World Festival of Youth and Students was overflowing 
with the desire for reunification and regret at parting 
before the departure of the international peace marchers 
heading for Panmunjom. 


A farewell meeting for the Chondaehyop [National 
Council of University Student Representatives] delegate 
Yim 1s going back to South Korea and the participants in 
the peace march was held at the plaza in front of the 
Pyongyang indoor stadium with the attendance of over 
10,000 youth, students and citizens. [sentence as 
received] 


Present at the meeting were permanent steering mem- 
bers of the International Preparatory Committee for 
Peace and Reunification Study Tour of Korea—Rev. 
Chong Ki-yol; Damu Smith, former director of ihe 
Washington office on Africa and senior member of the 
joint delegation to the Peace and Reunification Study 
Tour of Korea; priest Art Balagat, coordinator of the 
Asia-Pacific People’s Forum on Peace and Develop- 
ment; and other anti-war, anti-nuclear peace champions 
from different countries and overseas Koreans. 


Also present was Yim Su-kyong, delegate of South 
Korean “Chondaehyop” who had participated in the 
Pyongyang festival. 


Addressing the meeting, chairman of the Pyongyang 
Municipal People’s Committee Choe Mun-son, in the 
name of the entire Pyongyang citizens, bade farewell to 
the anti-war, anti-nuclear peace champions from differ- 
ent countries and Korean youth, students and people at 
home and overseas who are participating in the interna- 
tional peace march. 


He stressed: We must part with student Yim Su-kyong 
today because we must reunify the country and we will 
surely meet again because the country will certainly be 
reunified; it will be a stepping stone of a significant 
reunion with one million fellow students in the South. 


Saying that our heart is reunification and our desire is 
also reunification, he emphasized: Let us all staunchly 
fight shoulder to shoulder to have the outside forces and 
nuclear weapons withdrawn from South Korea and build 
our independent country and a peaceful and prospering 
unified state so that our nation may live in harmony 
without division and confrontation. 


Delegate Yim Su-kyong spoke next. 


Saying she extends salute to the attendants upon leaving 
for Panmunjom from Mt. Paektu after participating in 
the 1 3th World Festival of Youth and Students, she said: 


Our nation has lived with too great pain up until now. It 
is not so far off when our people will become one 
independent nation. 
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Even at the moment we are living in sorrow of the nation 
in the land divided by outside forces. 


And how much tears we have shed, how much painful 
sufferings we have undergone and how much we have 
fought for more than 40 years! 


I am sure this pain will be healed without fail and I will 
be able to salute you with a smile here on the very day of 
national reunification. 


Now I am overwhelmed with emotions at the thought of 
many people with whom I laughed together in the 
meantime, grandmothers and grandfathers, mothers and 
fathers and my brothers and friends, who welcomed me 
here and there along the streets of Pyongyang, taking my 
hands in theirs with tears rolling down their cheeks. The 
divided territory, the divided country and the divided 
motherland must never be handed down to our genera- 
tions to come. 


It seems to me that I am going along a road which would 
not enable me to meet you again, my youth and students 
in the South, fellow countrymen from far-away abroad 
and dear teachers from many countries of the world who 
want the peaceful reunification of our country, toward 
Mt. Halla at the southernmost tip of the motherland 
which should become one without fail. But I am not 
disappointed. We will be able to meet again on this spot 
at an early date, I believe. And national reunification ts 
not a daydream. It is a reality that certainly approaches. 


We now feel painful at the thought of this reality, but we 
must part with pleasure and pleasure. [sentence as 
received] 


When I arrive in Mt. Halla safely I will send a telegram 
to Pyongyang. 


Dear citizens’, 


Please wait for me and let us meet again, laughing with 
me. 


Dear Pyongyang citizens!, goodbye. 


Concluding her speech, she earnestly shouted together 
with youth and students in Pyongyang ““Choguk tongil” 
and “Choguk tongil” (national reunification). 


Damu Smith, senior member of the joint delegation to 
the international peace study tour, also spoke. 


Yim Su-kyong, the delegate of South Korea’s ““Chondae- 
hyop”’, has come here with a view to promoting Korean 
reunification and inspiring and encouraging our struggle, 
the speaker noted. and stressed: The participants in the 
march hope that she will go back to South Korea without 
mishap and the world community will be with her. 
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Noting that the Korean people are not alone in the 
struggle for reunification, he emphasized that they would 
always stand on the side of the Korean people in the 
Struggle for reunification. 


He stressed: We will firmly unite as one and pull down 
the wall dividing Korea and bring pressure to bear upon 
the U.S. government to withdraw all its military bases, 
withdraw its armed forces including nuclear weapons 
from South Korea. 


He said that upon leaving Pyongyang he had a firm 
conviction that he would see one Korea, inseparable and 
free Korea. 


After the farewell meeting members of the peace march 
group dynamically marched for Mt. Halla in South 
Korea, flying the flag of the “International Peace March 
Group.” 


Thouvands, tens of thousands of citizens who came out 
to bid a farewell to the members of the march group 
crowded the road extending scores of ri [2.44 miles] from 
the plaza in front of the Pyongyang Indoor Stadium at 
which the peace march started to Chungsong Bridge and 
Naknang District through Chollima Street and Tongsong 
Bridge. 


When the columns of the peace march group were 
approaching the Tongsong Bridge, youth, students and 
citizens lined up on the road enthusiastically welcomed 
them, shouting slogans “Choguk tongil,” ““Chondae- 
hyop, Yim Su-kyong” and “Welcome to the march” and 
all people, young and old, men and women, warmly 
welcomed them, waving their hands through the win- 
dows of high-rise dwelling houses. 


Delegate Yim Su-kyong repeatedly bade farewell to the 
well-wishing citizens. 


Rocking the sky and the earth were the shouts of 
“Choguk tongil,”’ “Anti-war and anti-nuke,” “Peace and 
friendship” and “Welcome to the march” raised by 
citizens, youth and students which rang out on the streets 
passed by the participants in the international peace 
march in which delegate Yim Su-kyong, overseas Kore- 
ans and friends of the world took the lead. 


Peace Marchers Arrive in Sariwon 
SK2507042989 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1556 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Text] Sariwon July 24 (KCNA)}—The members of the 
International Peace and Reunification Study Tour of 
Korea arrived in Sariwon this evening. 


A Sariwon mass rally was held to welcome them. 
Invited to the rally were permanent steering members of 


the International Preparatory Committee for Peace and 
Reunification Study Tour of Korea—Rev. Chong Ki-yol., 
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and Damu Smith, former director of the Washington 
office on Africa and senior member of the joint delega- 
tion to the Peace and Reunification Study Tour of 
Korea—and other anti-war, anti-nuclear peace champi- 
ons from different countries and overseas Koreans. 


Also invited was Yim Su-kyong, the delegate of ‘“Chon- 
daehyop” [National Council of University Student Rep- 
resentatives] of South Korea. 


Kang Hyon-su, chairman of the North Hwanghae Pro- 
vincial People’s Committee, made a welcome address 
and the spokesman of the Party of Green of West Berlin 
and delegate of ““Chondaehyop” Yim Su-kyong spoke in 


reply. 


The rally powerfully demonstrated the unshakable will 
of the Korean people to get the U.S. forces and nuclear 
weapons witrhdrawn from South Korea and achieve the 
reunification of the country without fail and the inter- 
national solidarity for the Korean people’s cause of 
justice. 


Yim Su-kyong and the peace marchers were enthusiasti- 
cally welcomed on the streets of Sariwon by large crowds 
of youth and students and working people. 


Sariwon Rally Welcomes Marchers 
SK2507052189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0446 GMT 25 Jul 89 


[Text] Sariwon July 24 (KCNA) —A grand Sariwon city 
mass rally was held at the Sariwon City Square Monday 
afternoon to welcome the participants in the Interna- 
tional Peace and Reunification Study Tour of Korea. 


The square was crowded with more than 50,000 working 
people, youth and students of the city carrying in their 
hands national flags. buntings of five colours and slogan 
boards. 


Attending there on invitation were anti-war, anti-nuclear 
peace champions from 30 odd countries of the five 
continents of the world and overseas Koreans and other 
peace marchers who are stepping up their march to Mt. 
Halla. 


Also invited was Yim Su-kyong, delegate of the South 
Korean “National Council of Student Representatives” 
(Chondaehyop). 


The rally was attended by Kang Hyon-su, chairman of 
the North Hwanghae Provincial People’s Committee, 
and other personages concerned. 


Chairman Kang Hyon-su made a welcome address. 
It is very significant that prominent anti-war, anti- 


nuclear peace champions and religionists, scholars and 
politicians of the world are conducting a peace march in 
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spite of the midsummer heat for the Korean people who 
live with the tragedy of national division and the danger 
of war, he said and stressed: 


Moreover, the participation in the march of Yim Svu- 
kyong, delegate of South Korean “Chondaehyop” who 
came to Pyongyang, breaking through the deadline for 
the country and the nation, is a great pleasure and a 
happy event for our citizens who long for national 
reunification. 


When the grand cross-country march passed by Sariwon 
city before the August 15 North-South student talks last 
year, we warmly welcomed them in sincere hope that 
youth and students in the North and the South would 
make a grand march for reunification together. The hope 
has been realized today. 


In order to remove the danger of war from the Korean 
peninsula and open the road of the peace and peaceful 
reunification of the country, the U.S. forces and nuclear 
weapons should be withdrawn from South Korea, the 
armistice agreement which was signed between the 
DPRK and the United States be replaced with a peace 
agreement and a non-aggression declaration be adopted 
between the North and the South. 


Ismail Koschan [spelling as received], executive member 
of the Green Party of West Berlin and spokesman of the 
party, made a reply address. 


Saying he came here with an important duty of his party 
to participaie in the international peace march, he 
actively supported the fair and aboveboard policies put 
forward by the Government of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea for the reunification of Korea. 


Delegate Yim Su-kyong made a reply address. 


Waving back to the warm welcome of the masses, she 
said: 


44 years have passed since our country has sustained 
sufferings of division. The continuation of division by 
foreign forces, not at our will, itself rends my heart with 
more pains than the sadness of division. 


We can no longer live in the divided land, in the bisected 
country. 


Referring to the adoption of the joint declaration of 
students in the North and the South, she said: 


From now on, the Korean Students Committee and 
Chondaehyop will take lead in the struggle for reunifica- 
tion in the North and the South of the country. 


We will eventully build an independent, reunified state 
in no more than 50 years of the divided country and 50 
years of desire for reunification. 
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She further said: 


The enthusiastic response, applauses and cheers you 
present here sent to the international peace march fully 
showed the ardent desire of the whole nation for reuni- 
fication and demonstrated to the world that we can no 
longer live in the bisected country. 


Our nation is one. The day when the people of the North 
and the South will be reunified into one is not far distant. 
Only reunified country will be in store for us. 


We earnestly call upon the whole world for the indepen- 
dent and peaceful reunification of the country. 


A reunified country. A reunified state, these words make 
our hearts full of emotion. We will certainly remove the 
sorrow of the division to dance the dance of reunifica- 
tion and sing the song of reunification with each other in 
a reunified country, in a reunified state. 


Days later, I will be back to the South of the country. My 
journey is not.a joyous one. But, no matter how steep 
and thorny my way may be, | will break through any 
bitter trials if my road is for independence, democracy, 
reunification and national liberation. And | declare to 
you in a loud voice that I will struggle for the reunifica- 
tion of the country to the end, bearing in mind the will 
and desire for reunification shown by you the brothers 
and sisters in the North. 


Before the rally the international peace march arrived in 
Sariwon City amid warm welcome of tens of thousands 
of citizens. 


All citizens, men and women, young and old, turned out 
upon hearing the news that Yim Su-kyong, delegate of 
“Chondaehyop”, would arrive with the international 
peace march. 


The long route from the entrance to the city to the square 
was crowded with citizens carrying streamers reading 
‘Let us reunify the divided country at an early date!”’, 
“Let us create nuclear-free zone!” and “Korea is one!”’, 
picture boards symbolic of anti-war, an‘!-nuclear, peace 
and reunfication and other decorations. The masses 
warmly welcomed the peace march on the streets, shout- 
ing slogan “National reunification” together with the 
marchers. 


Foreign Marchers Express Solidarity 
SK2507102789 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1014 GMT 25 Jul 89 


[Text] Pyongyang July 25 (KCNA)}—Voices demanding 
the conversion of Korea and the Asian-Pacific region 
into a nuclear-free, peace zone and the independent and 
peaceful reunification of Korea are ringing out from the 
participants in the International Peace and Reunifica- 
tion Study Tour of Korea. 
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Lisa King, president of the Swinburne Student Union of 
Australia, said she felt more keenly that Korea is one 
territory from Mt. Paektu to Mt. Halla. 


The slogan “Korea is one” shouted by the people of the 
five continents at the top of their voice will reverberate 
to Mt. Halla and far and wide over the world and Korea 
must be reunified independently and peacefully under 
all circumstances, she stated. 


Prof. Boone Schirmer of Boston University of the 
United States said the United States must quit South 
Korea at an early date, taking along its aggression forces 
and nuclear weapons. This conforms with the interests 
not only of the Korean people who love peace, but also of 
the American people against war, he added. 


He further said: 


I am 74 years old this year, but I am participating in the 
international peace march in my advanced age to make 
the younger generation live a happy life in a new world 
free from war and nuclear weapons. 


Becker Williams, coordinator of the Washington Peace 
Centre of the United States, had this to say: 


It is very significant that the historical international 
peace march started from Mt. Paektu which is sublime, 
grand and beautiful like the spirit of the Korean people. 


The U.S. forces must be withdrawn from South Korea 
unconditionally at an early date with all the nuclear 
weapons. 


Nicaraguan delegate Nautaro Sandino said: 


The reunification of Korea must be achieved without fail 
on the three principles of national reunification put 
forward by the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song. 


Today the situation of Korea is very tense. Having 
deployed more than 1,000 pieces of nuclear weapons in 
South Korea, the U.S. imperialists are bringing the dark 
clouds of nuclear war. 


If a war broke out in Korea, it would easily develop to a 
thermonuclear war, a wor'd war. That is why the world 
progressive people are expressing deep concern over the 
Korean situation and are lifting up loud voices of soli- 
darity in the international peace march. 


The U.S. imperialists should lend an ear to the world 
public voices and quit South Korea at once, taking along 
all their nuclear weapons and aggression forces. 


The march that started from Mt. Paektu must reach Mt. 
Halla under whatever circumstances. 
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Superiority of Socialist System Celebrated 
SK2307033189 Pyongyang Domestic Service 
in Korean 2217 GMT 18 Jul 89 


[NODONG SINMUN 19 July special article: “Socialist 
System in Our Country Provides the People With Rich 
Ideological and Cultural Life’’} 


[Text] Today our people’s independent and creative life 
is fully flowering not only politically and in a material 
way but also ideologically and culturally. This clearly 
shows that the socialist system in our country is the most 
superior social system, which comprehensively ensures 
the people the genuine life as masters of society. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Political Bureau 
Presidium and secretary of the party Central Committee, 
has pointed out: 


Our people fully enjoy socialist literature and arts that 
are coming into bloom and developing and are living 
with pride and most advanced ideology, foreseeing the 
bright future. 


The ideological and cultural life plays an important role 
in the people’s life because it demands that men should 
live and develop while enjoying a rich materiai life and 
that men should also develop while e yoying a rich 
ideological and cultural life. 


Man is a social being with independence. Independence 
is an attribute of social men who want to live and 
develop independently. Because men assume indepen- 
dence as their life, they want to live and develop as 
masters not only in political and material life but also in 
ideological and cultural life. 


In order for men to become independent and creative, 
they should have independent ideology and conscious- 
ness. The independent ideology and consciousness are 
the self-consciousness of the master of one’s own destiny 
and are the will to pioneer one’s own destiny by himself. 


Only when a man completely frees himself from the yoke 
of outdated ideologies and culture and has an indepen- 
dent ideology and consciousness, can he grasp and 
pioneer his destiny by himself and live a genuine life as 
an independent being. Therefore, the issue as to what 
kind of ideological and cultural life a man enjoys is an 
important factor determining whether or not he enjoys 
genuine life as a social man. 


When a man enjoys the ideological and cultural life that 
corresponds to the essential demands of men, he can 
carry Out conscious activities to conquer the nature and 
society. However, when he lives an inhuman ideological 
and cultural life, his consciousness of independence is 
paralyzed and he becomes a mental cripple and a slave of 
a corrupt material life and money. 
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For men, the mental cripple is a greater misfortune than 
the physical deformity and the man whose consciousness 
of independence is paralyzed is the same as a dead 
person in social life. The ideological and cultural life of a 
man is to be defined according to the characteristic of a 
social system. 


The basic superiority of the socialist society over the 
Capitalist society is clearly found in ideological and 
cultural life under these two systems. The capitalist 
society is a society in which the ideological and cultural 
life is destitute. To paralyze the working masses’ inde- 
pendent ideology and consciousness and to make the 
people obey the capitalist exploiting system, the capital- 
ists are desperately disseminating the reactionary and 
antipopular ideologies and culture, as well as a corrupt 
bourgeois way of life. 


Various reactionary ideologies and superstitions are 
widespread in capitalist countries, like a narcotic, and 
paralyze the sound spirit of men, making them 
benighted. A style of living similar to the law of the 
jungle has been fostered and such social evils as corrup- 
tion, immorality, murder, and burglary are rampant in 
the capitalist society, driving the people into unrest and 
terror. 


As a result, the mental life of men in the capitalist society 
has become more destitute and that of a mental cripple. 
Thus, this society is decaying, becoming an inhumane 
society. 


Destitution of mental and cultural life is one of the basic 
characteristics of the capitalist society. The genuine 
ideological and cultural life enjoyed by the independent 
men can be found only in the socialist society. 


In his historic work, “The Present Era and Missions of 
Youth,” dear Comrade Kim Chong-il pointed out that 
the ideological and cultural life enjoyed by the popular 
masses in the socialist society, in which the people are 
the masters, is a rich ideological and cultural life. 


The rich ideological and cultural life is the mental and 
cultural life, which has thoroughly embodied the inde- 
pendent demands and aspirations of the popular masses 
as the masters of the state and society. Only when a man, 
who is a social being, enjoys the mental and cultural life 
that corresponds to the independent aspirations of men, 
can he prepare himself to be a man who has had a 
comprehensive development. Thus, the society can be 
perfected as the society in which the independent aspi- 
rations and demands of men are thoroughly embodied. 


Today our popular masses are enjoying a rich mental and 
cultural life not only as the masters of a political and 
material life but also as the masters of an ideological and 
cultural life. The rich ideological and cultural life 
enjoyed by our people enables them to live with pride 
and with the most advanced ideology, foreseeing the 
bright future. 
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The advanced ideology is the decisive factor that 
enhances people’s awareness of independence. The pop- 
ular masses should firmly arm themselves with the 
avanced ideology to lead, with high awareness of inde- 
pendence, the ideological and cultural life, which accords 
with the essential demands of human beings. Our people 
cherish in their hearts the chuche idea, the most 
advanced guiding ideology of the times, as their firm 
faith. The chuche idea is a thorough independent ideol- 
ogy, which elucidates that the master of one’s destiny is 
oneself and that the strength which can pioneer one’s 
destiny rests with oneself. Our people’s awareness of 
independence is very high because they have been firmly 
armed with such a thorough independent ideology. 


Our people’s awareness of independence is precisely not 
only the ideological awareness as the dignified masters of 
their destinies, but is also the ideological awareness that 
glorifies the dignity and honor of independent human 
Seings. This has become the spiritual source that makes 
it possible to constantly exterminate reactionary and 
antipopular bourgeois ideology, to thoroughly prevent 
its infiltration, and to see to it that the whole of society 
is pervaded only with the ideological and cultural life 
which accords with the independent aspiration of the 
working masses. 


Our people have firmly armed themselves with the 
chuche idea, which has lifted the position and dignity of 
human beings to the highest plane. Because of this, they 
have been leading their ideological and culatural life in a 
sound and revolutionary manner without being effected 
by any bourgeois ideology. Our party members and 
working people always think and act in accordance with 
the chuche idea. It is the lofty ideological and spiritual 
traits of our people to absolutely trust and follow the 
party and the leader and to carry out the revolution 
eternally under the party’s leadership. This is why our 
people are leading a sound life, singing revolutionary 
songs and dancing revolutionary dances even when they 
sing and dance. 


In particular, the ideological and spiritual traits of 
youths, the masters of the future, are very sound. Youths 
have been firmly prepared as the reliable successors of 
the revolutionary cause of chuche and are now actively 
struggling to perform their obligations and duties as the 
revolutionary fighters who are upholding and following 
the leadership of the party and the leader. This has led 
our people to firmly foresee the bright future of our 
fatherland and the revolution. 


The rich ideological and cultural life that our people are 
enjoying finds expression in the genuine cultural life that 
they are enjoying as the masters of the society. Man, the 
social being, is not satisfied with only food, clothing, and 
housing. Man wants to lead a beautiful, noble, and 
cultural life. The cultural and artistic life is part of the 
social life, which leads people to live in a pleasant, 
beautiful, and noble way, enjoying a high cultural envi- 
ronment. Only the social system in which such a cultural 
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and artistic life is ensured can be regarded precisely as 
the most superior social system, which accords with the 
social characteristics of human beings. 


The rich cultural and artistic life can be glorified only in 
the socialist society in which the broad segments of the 
popular masses become the masters of the society. As the 
society develops, the requirement for the rich cultural 
and artistic life is constantly enhanced. 


In our country today, the popular masses have become 
the creators of the material and spiritual wealth of our 
society. They are also enjoying not only the material and 
spiritual wealth, but also the cultural and artistic life, to 
their content. All of the working people are learning 
throughout their lives under their respective educational 
system. They are also enjoying free medical treatment 
and longevity. Our culture and arts, which are flowering 
and developing under the leadership of our party, have 
contributed to indoctrinating the people in a revolution- 
ary manner and to enriching their cultural and artistic 
life. Thus, in our country today an optimistic and 
revolutionary life habit is prevailing everywhere, the 
working people live and work, and everyone is enjoying 
the value of life and has a rosy view of it. 


Indeed, the cultural and artistic life that our people are 
enjoying today is precisely a proud reality that can be 
found only in the socialist system of our country under 
which the enhancemen. of the material and cultural life 
of the people has become the highest principle of our 
party and state. Our people’s ideological and cultural life 
was provided and has been further developed and 
enriched by the party and the leader. 


Apart from the leadership of the party and the leader, the 
genuine ideological and cultural life of the popular 
masses in the socialist society cannot be expected nor 
can its development be contemplated. The leadership of 
the party and the leader is the basic factor which 
enhances the popular masses’ awareness of indepen- 
dence and which ensures an affluent spiritual and cul- 
tural life. 


What is important in our party’s leadership in the 
ideological and cultural life is to firmly give priority to 
ideological indoctrination work so that all of the people 
can firmly arm themselves with the chuche idea. Ideol- 
ogy decides everything. Only when the level of ideolog- 
ical awareness of the people is high and sound can the 
infiltration of any bourgeois ideology and culture be 
blocked and a revolutionary and affluent ideological and 
cultural life be ensured. 


Our party, by attaching great significance to the role of 
independent ideological awareness in the ideological and 
cultural life, has seen to it that the indoctrination work 
on the chuche idea is vigorously staged. Thus, our party 
has been leading all of the people to possess the ideolog- 
ica' and spiritual traits and ability as the communist 
revolutionary fighters of chuche type, to firmly adhere to 
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the principles and revolutionary stand of the working 
class under any difficult circumstances, and, thus, to 
keep innovating and advancing with firm faith in the 
socialist and communist cause. 


Through various forms of indoctrination work, includ- 
ing indoctrination in socialist patrriotism and class 
indoctrination, our party has also been leading all party 
members and the working people to struggle, cherishing 
deep in their hearts the love toward their fatherland and 
the dignity and honor toward their nation and people. 


Experience has clearly shown that without the party’s 
revolutionary leadership of firmly giving priority to 
ideological indoctrination work we cannot expect the 
ideological reforms of the working people and their 
sound ideologica! and cultural life. Along with this, our 
party has presented the policy of establishing the cultural 
and artistic life traits in conformity with the level of the 
developing material and cultural life of the popular 
masses and has been correctly leading them. Reflected in 
this is our party’s noble intent to foster our people to 
become independent people prepared not only politi- 
cally and ideologically, but also spiritually, morally, 
culturally, and artistically. As a result, our people are 
today leading a revolutionary and cultural life with high 
cultural knowledge and sound moral traits. 


The affluent ideological and cuitural life that our people 
are enjoying today is inconceivable in the corrupt and ill 
capitalist society in which illiterates and mental cripples 
are increasing with each passing day and in which many 
people are being reduced to vulgar men who pursue only 
momentary pleasure and indolence, without having any 
ideal and ambition. 


All party members and the working people should 
enhance the superiority of our socialist system with the 
dignity and pride of living in the society in which an 
affluent ideological and cultural life is firmly guaranteed. 


South Korea 


U.S. Investment in Soybean Oil Refinery Barred 
SK2507050589 Seoul YONHAP in English 0409 GMT 
25 Jul 8Y 


[Text] Seoul, July 25 (YONHAP)}—South Korea will bar 
Cargill Corp., the largest grain dealer in the world, from 
investing in a soy bean oil refining operation here, a 
high-ranking government official said Monday. 


Yi Pyong-ki, vice minister of agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries, said his ministry will not approve the multina- 
tional firm’s bid to participate in the refining of edible 
oil. 


Cargill's applicaiion to advance into Korea’s grain pro- 
cessing industry is sparking a debate among related 
ministries as well as opposition from soy bean farmers 
and soy bean oil manufacturers. 
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Yi bluntly ruled out the possibility of the U.S. company 
being allowed to set up an operation in Korea. 


“The refining of edible oil is a sector where a foreign firm 
is free to invest up to 100 percent equity in accordance 
with the law governing the inducement of foreign capital, 
but the law governing grain management stipulates that 
Our ministry’s permission is prerequisite for the go- 
ahead,” Yi said. 


He said the ministry’s opposition is based on the judg- 
ment that permission would be followed by similar bids 
from other major grain dealers, which would make soy 
bean oil manufacturers gc broke and farmers abandon 
soy bean farming. } 
The Economic Planning Board and the Finance Minis- 
try, faced with pressure to open the Korean market, have 
different views on the issue, but Yi’s ministry says the 
law governing grain management supercedes that on 
foreign capital inducement under the current legal sys- 
tem. 


Policy on Yim’s Panmunjom Return Reconfirmed 


Arrest Plans Elaborated 
SK2407120489 Seoul CHUNGANG-i .BO in Korean 
24 Jul 89 p 2 


[Text] It has been learned that the government will 
obtain consent from the UN forces to arrest Miss Yim 
Su-kyong using our Katusas (Korcan Augmentation 
Troops to the United States Army) who are stationed in 
the Joint Security Area, then transfer her to a nearby 
helicopter field from where she will be flown to Seoul 
and then taken into custody, if Miss Yim, delegate of the 
National Council of University Student Representatives 
[Chondaehyop], who participated in the Pyongyang fes- 
tival, plans to return home through the Joint Security 
Area of Panmunjom. 


A government authority said that the policy of forbid- 
ding Miss Yim to pass through Paumunjom has not 
changed. He also revealed that they decided to take such 
measures because preventing her passage through Pan- 
munjom by force or her arrest by the U.S. military force 
could be playing into the hands of North Korea’s propa- 
ganda. 


Various administration and security duties of the Joint 
Security Area of Panmunjom fall under the jurisdiction 
of the UN Forces Command. However, the UN Forces 
Command has respected our government’s opinions in 
important issues between the North and South such as 
the Red Cross talks and others, and it seems that 
measures will be taken in accordance with custom this 
time also. 


This authority said that the UN Forces Command will 
warn the North Korean side before North Korea persists 
in Miss Yim’s passing through Panmunjom of the fact 
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that passage without consent from the counterpart is a 
violation of the Military Armistice Agreement. He also 
said that there exists the possibility of the UN Forces 
Command’s bringing a lawsuit on this issue to the 
International Court of Justice. 


On this day, a meeting to discuss measures was held at 
the prime minister’s official residence. Prime Minister 
Kang, Yi Hong-ku, minister of the National Unification 
Board, and other ministers concerned participated. They 
reconfirmed the principles that however Miss Yim 
returns, she will be arrested according to the law, and 
appropriate means will be considered to prevent North 
Korea from using Miss Yim’s return through Panmun- 
jom as political propaganda. 


Government Maintains Objections 
SK2507063589 Seoul YONHAP in English 0603 GMT 
25 Jul &9 


[Text] Seoul, July 25 (YONHAP)}—Yim Su-kyong will 
be allowed to return from her unauthorized visit to 
North Korea via the truce village of Panmunjom if 
Pyongyang ignores Seoul’s call for restraint and forces 
through its plan, a government minister said Monday. 


“If the North, violating the Military Armistice Agree- 
ment, pushes ahead with its attempt to send Miss Yim 
Su-kyong back through the truce village without any 
prior agreement, we will have no way but to take her into 
custody at the border village because we don’t want her 
return to develop into an event,”” Unification Minister 
Yi Hong-ku said. 


It was the first hint that the government would accept 
Yim’s return through the border village since she took 
part in the world youth festival in Pyongyang earlier this 
month after a secret journey via East Berlin in defiance 
of an official ban. 


The minister, however, made it plain that his govern- 
ment remains unchanged in its policy of not accepting 
the student activist via Panmunjom, adding forced 
acceptance would be inevitable to reduce the propa- 
ganda value of the border crossing. 


Yim has openly declared on several occasions her inten- 
tion to return home through Panmunjom on July 27 
after marching southward from Mt. Paektu on the North 
Korean-Chinese border. 


Saying it was determined to block any North Korean 
attempt to send Yim back through the truce village, 
which is controlled by the U.S.-led United Nations 
Command (UNC), the government has repeatedly asked 
the UNC to cooperate in thwarting the plot. 
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The latest plan is reportedly to have soldiers from the 
Korean Augmentation to the U.S. Army assigned to the 
village security forces arrest Yim if she sets foot across 
the Military Demarcation Line running through the 
center of Panmunjom. 


(Jur authorities concerned and the United Nations 
Command are discussing details for the possible arrest of 
Yim,” Yi said. “If she returns, the authorities will 
investigate the motive for her visit to North Korea and 
her activities in the North.” 


Charging that North Korea had Yim make an unautho- 
rized visit to Pyongyang in order to turn Panmunjom 
into a field for political propaganda, Yi said the South 
Korean Government remains opposed to giving Yim a 
permit to return home through the truce village. 


“We informed the UNC of our position and asked the 
UNC not to accept a North Korean request for Yim’s 
passage through the truce village,” Yi added. 


North Korea has demanded Seoul guarantee the safe 
return of Yim through Panmunjom. 


In an open letter to Yi on official Radio Pyongyang 
Sunday, North Korea warned that if Yim cannot return 
to Seoul safely through the truce village it will have an 
unfavorable impact on inter-Korean relations. 


Pyongyang made a similar request to Kim Sang-hyop, 
president of the (South) Korean National Red Cross, in 
a telephone message on the same day. 


Dissident organizations in Seoul have also demanded 
Yim’s safe return through Panmunjom, denouncing the 
government for denying the national aspiration for dem- 
ocratic reform and progress toward reunification. 


The National Council of Student Representatives (Chon- 
daehyop), which sent Yim to Pyongyang as its represen- 
tative in the world youth festival, and two other groups 
of dissident students and youths demanded Tuesday in a 
joint statement that the government guarantee her safe 
return and publicize her activities in North Korea. 


“The government proved it has no intention to realize 
the diplomatic initiatives it announced in July last year 
that call for an end to the hostility toward North Korea 
when it blocked the march across South and North 
Korea,” the statement said. 


The National Alliance of Democratic Movements 
(Chonminyon) on Tuesday issued a statement calling for 
the safe return of Yim through Panmunjom. 


“The attitude of the government is that of a violent 
dictator, denying the national aspiration for democratic 
reforms and progress toward reunification,” Chonmin- 
yon said. 
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The security authorities plan to forcibly disband Chon- 
daehyop if their investigation of Yim proves their suspi- 
cion that her trip was ordered by North Korea through a 
pro-Pyongyang organization of overseas Koreans that is 
suspected of supporting Chondaehyop. 


Meanwhile, the Agency for National Security Planning 
[NSP] and not the police will deal with the Yim case in 
light of the importance it has on the national security, an 
NSP official said. So far the police counter-espionage 
bureau has followed up the coed’s activities in North 
Korea. 


The security authorities plan to block a rally planned by 
activist students for Thursday to welcome Yim home by 
arresting the organizers. 


Yi Sang-ku Named NSP Second Deputy Director 
SK2407001589 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
23 Jul 89 p 1 


[Text] The government yesterday appointed Yi Sang-ku, 
an advisory council member of the Agency for National 
Security Planning [NSP], as second deputy director of 
the NSP. 


Yi, 56, replaced Chong Tae-tong. 


The second deputy director of the intelligence agency is 
in charge of handling overseas security information. 


Yi, born in Yangpyong, Kyonggi-to had served as an 
attache at the Korean Embassy in West Germany, min- 
ister at the embassy in Japan and chief secretary of the 
National Assembly speaker. 


More on Summons of Opposition Leaders in So Case 


PPD-NSP ‘Showdown’ Examined 
SK2307032489 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 23 Jul 89 p 2 


[News analysis by staff reporter Sim Yong-su] 


[Text] The nation’s top intelligence agency and the main 
Opposition party are engaged in an unusual showdown 
whose outcome can drastically alter the course of the 
country’s political development and possibly democratic 
reforms. 


The showdown, billed by many as a contest between the 
state’s authority and the prestige of an opposition party, 
will enter a critical stage Monday when the deadline of 
the intelligence agency’s ultimatum falls. 


The ultimatum was conveyed to the two PPD [Party for 
Peace and Democracy] leaders Kim Tae-chung and Mun 
Tong-hwan with the third summons from the Agency for 
National Security Planning [NSP], formerly the Korean 
Central Intelligence Agency. 
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The ultimatum said that if the two PPD leaders reject the 
final summons, the agency officials will forcibly taken 
them to the agency for questioning. 


The agency, which handles all espionage and other 
national security-related cases, demanded that both Kim 
and Mun be questioned to conclude an investigation into 
an espionage case involving former PPD lawmaker So 
Kyong-won. 


So, a former farmers’ movement activist from Kim’s 
home province of south-western Cholla-to, has been 
indicted for spying for Communist North Korea since 
1985 after three weeks of interrogation by the agency. 


The two PPD leaders, refusing to respond to the NSP’s 
summons have claimed that they had nothing to do with 
the So case. 


What the intelligence agency wants to know is whether 
the PPD leadership knew of So’s trip to Pyongyang 
before So surrendered to the agency last June and why 
So, formerly a little-known farmer activist, won the 
party’s nomination to run in the last National Assembly 
election. 


Despite the agency’s repeated warnings, the PPD offi- 
cials wistfully say that the intelligence agency will not 
dare detain their party leaders with force for fear of 
possible popular resistance. 


The main opposition party seemed to place more hope 
on the judiciary from which the intelligence agency must 
obtain a warrant to detain the two opposition leaders. 


Chief PPD spokesman Yi Sang-su, apparently pressuring 
the court to reject the agency’s request for warrants for 
Kim and Mun, yesterday said, “If the judiciary branch 
has a minimum of conscience, it will not issue warrants 
(for the two PPD leaders).” 


Such a PPD hope may end as just a hope in view of the 
NSP’s firm determination to question the two PPD 
leaders under any circumstances. 


Reaffirming its resolute will to question the two opposi- 
tion leaders, a high NSP official told reporters Friday, 
“No political consideration will be considered and no 
sanctuary will be allowed for anyone for a case related to 
national security.” 


The agency official who asked not to be identified 
volunteered to meet the reporters in the day in an 
unusual act. 


The main opposition party, showing a hysterical reaction 
to the agency’s summons, yesterday reaffirmed that 
under no circumstances will the party leaders voluntarily 
go the agency to be questioned. 
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The PPD officials yesterday again warned that if war- 
rants are issued for Kim and Mun, the party will take it 
as a declaration of war (against the party). 


The party threatened to mobilize its millions of party 
members across the country to hold massive outdoor 
rallies to denounce President No Tae-u for allegedly 
reneging on his election promise to hold a midterm 
review and to liquidate the Fifth Republic bad legacies. 


Sending a warning to the ruling camp, Kim held a huge 
outdoor rally last Sunday with the presence of a respect- 
able crowd of over 20,000 despite pouring rain. 


Political analysts said that if the largest opposition party 
begins street struggles against the ruling camp, it might 
return the country to the political and social turmoil of 
two years ago. 


The PPD has a strong following among the working 
class, including factory workers, farmers and students. 


A powerful boost may come from the teacher activists to 
return the party’s support to their thus-far-losing battle 
to form a nationwide trade union. 


The ruling party, taking scriously the escalating show- 
down between the main opposition party and the top 
intelligence agency, yesterday showed its willingness for 
the first time to mediate. 


In a show of goodwill toward the beleagured main 
opposition party, high ruling party officials issued 
unusual warnings against the NSP seeking court war- 
rants for the two PPD leaders. 


Ruling DJP Secretary-General Yi Chong-chan said that 
forcible action against the PPD leaders will bring adverse 
effects, without elaborating. 


Floor leader Kim Yun-hwan, the ruling party’s main 
negotiator with opposition parties, also said that detain- 
ing the PPD leaders is feared to turn popular opinion 
against the ruling camp and the government as well. 


But the PPD flatly rejected the ruling party’s suggestion 
for compromising with the top intelligence agency. 


Chief PPD spokesman Yi, dismissing the agency’s move 
to question the PPD leaders as a plot to undermine the 
party, said, ““We will never compromise and there is no 
reason to do so.” 


But Kim seems to be staging a losing battle in view of 
unfavorable testimony by his party officials already in 
jail and other suspecious rumors floating in_ political 
circles. 
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A widespread rumor said that Kim received money from 
So in return for nominating So to run in the 1988 general 
election and recently a message from North Korean 
leader Kim Il-song, through So. [sentence as published] 


Heightening suspicion against Kim, an NSP official said 
that So planned to travel abroad in April but it was 
cancelled at the instruction of the party leadership. 


Testimony by Yi Kil-che, head of the PPD’s overseas 
cooperation committee, may give a clue to whether Kim 
also knew So traveled to North Korea before So’s sur- 
render. 


Yi, while admitting his knowledge of So’s trip before 
June, told the NSP investigators that he could not talk 
beyond that, when asked to confirm if Kim also knew 
about So’s trip. 


Political analysts, citing the agency’s unwavering hard- 
line stance and the ruling party’s lukewarm attitude, said 
that the showdown between the agency and the largest 
opposition party has already come to the point of no 
return. 


DJP Urges PPD Leader To Comply 
SK2507013589 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
25 Jul 89 p 2 


[Text] The government party yesterday launched an 
offensive against the largest opposition Party for Peace 
and Democracy, by reaffirming its position opposing any 
“bargaining” over the investigation authorities’ call of 
PPD president Kim Tae-chung for interrogation in con- 
nection with Rep. So Kyong-won’s secret visit to North 
Korea. 


The Democratic Justice Party [DJP] called upon the 
PPD leader to comply with the investigation’s summons, 
prior to proposing summit talks between President No 
Tae-u and opposition leaders to tackle various political 
issues. 


Pak Hui-tae, DJP spokesman, commented after a meet- 
ing of party officers, “PPD president Kim should go to 
the Agency for National Security Planning (for interro- 
gation) first prior to proposing going to Chongwadae (for 
summit talks).” 


The top government intelligence agency issued a third 
summons to the PPD president and is ready to arraign 
him if he refuses to comply with it. 


“Our party will never seek any compromise with the 
PPD over the settlement of Rep. So’s secret Pyongyang 
visit,” the DJP spokesman said in a resolute manner. 


The DJP spokesman then forcefully responded to the 
PPD leader’s renewed call for the ruling camp to take 
measures for democratization and to liquidate evil lega- 
cies of the Fifth Republic. 
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DJP spokesman Pak said that the party regards the PPD 
president’s suggestion in his press conference yesterday 
morning as being designed “to avoid the summons by 
investigation authorities as public opinion turns against 
the PPD due to the Rep. So scandal and the authorities’ 
call for Kim Tae-chung. [no end quotation marks as 
published] 


As to the proposal for the summit talks between Presi- 
dent No and the three opposition leaders, spokesman 
Pak said, ‘The door is already open for the summit talks, 
but PPD president Kim’s interrogation and other prepa- 
ratory talks on the agenda should be realized first.” 


DJP secretary general Yi Chong-chan said, “The talks 
between President No and opposition leaders is one 
thing and PPD president Kim’s interrogation is another. 


“But, PPD president Kim should comply with the sum- 
mons so that the summit talks may be held later,” the 
DJP secretary general said. 


The DJP secretary general feared that people may sus- 
pect that a “political bargain’ over the security-related 
incident involving Rep. So is being sought by the polit- 
ical circle. 


PPD President Keeps ‘Low Profile’ 
SK2507014189 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
25 Jul 89 p 2 


[From the “Press Pocket” column: **Low Profile’’] 


[Text] In a news conference yesterday, Party for Peace 
and Democracy [PPD] president Kim Tae-chung kept a 
low profile, appealing for the help of the people to turn 
around the security-above-politics situation, instead of 
declaring a frontal struggle against the government. 


Even some PPD lawmakers apparently seemed dissatis- 
fied with the contents of Kim’s press meeting, asserting 
that he should have had a tougher tone. 


A ranking PPD officer, who asked not to be named, 
complained, “I don’t know why he took the soft path.” 


However, after the press conference, Kim told reporters, 
“I do not want to be taken in by the ruling camp by 
adopting a tough line.” 


As to So Kyong-won’s reported refusal to resign as a 
lawmaker, Kim said after reading the prepared speech 
text, “We cannot tolerate So having a relationship with 
North Korean Communists. It is the right move for So to 
relinquish his seat in the National Assembly. During the 
next interview between PPD lawyers and him, we will 
strongly urge So to resign.” 
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NSP May Visit Kim Tae-chung 
SK2507013989 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 25 Jul 89 p 1 


[Text] The ruling party and the government yesterday 
made a decision under which the Agency for National 
Security Planning [NSP] will not seek a court order 
immediately to escort Kim Tae-chung to the agency for 
questioning on Rep. So Kyong-won’s case. 


Kim Tae-chung, president of the opposition Party for 
Peace and Democracy [PPD], however, will most likely 
be given more time to choose alternative methods of 
questioning by the NSP interrogators. 


The agreement to that effect was learned to have been 
reached at the joint meeting of the ruling party and the 
government held yesterday. 


An Ung-mo, first deputy director of the NSP, insisted 
that questioning of Kim Tae-chung is “absolutely neces- 
sary” to complete the ongoing investigation into Rep. 
So’s case and underscored the need for forcible escort of 
Kim for questioning if Kir refuses to present himself 
before NSP interrogators in defiance of the NSP sum- 
mons issued three times so far. 


Kim Yun-hwan, floor leader of the ruling party, said that 
the PPD leader will have to be questioned by the agency 
in view of the seriousness of the case but forcible escort 
is not desirable. He recommended the alternative meth- 
ods of questioning Kim at his office by visiting agency 
officials or a third place, instead of the agency office as 
originally planned. 


In the meantime, An said that his agency had no knowl- 
edge about Kim Tae-chung’s personal letter reported 
delivered to Kim Il-song when Rep. So made an unau- 
thorized trip to Pyongyang last August. 


“As far as I know, none of my staff has leaked such an 
unfounded rumor to the news media,’ An was quoted as 
telling the joint meeting of the ruling party and the 
government. 


But one source close to the meeting said the ,ency could 
investigate to determine whether or not a letter from 
Kim Tae-chung was conveyed to the North Korean 
leader by So. 


A Yonhap News Agency report yesterday said the agency 
believed Kim may have delivered his letter to Kim 
Il-song through Rep. So. 
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Kim Denies Sending Letter North 
SK2507012989 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Text] Kim Tae-chung, president of the Party for Peace 
and Democracy [PPD], yesterday flatly denied the report 
that he might have conveyed a personal letter to North 
Korean leader Kim Il-song through So Kyong-won who 
illegally visited Pyongyang last August. 


PPD head Kim told reporters tersely, “It is not true. 
Such a report is nonsensical, aimed at undermining our 


party.” 


PPD spokesman Yi Sang-su said that his party will bring 
charges against the person who concocted the groundless 
fact and spread it to the press. 


Kim’s * Problem’ Analyzed 
SK2507020789 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 25 Jul 89 pp 2, 5 


[“‘News Analysis” by staff reporter Kang Song-chol: 
“Party for Peace and Democracy Seeks To Unravel 
Tangle With Double-Edged Strategy”’] 


[Text] Opposition leader Kim Tae-chung is using a 
double-edged strategy to tree himself from the political 
hardships he is now facing. 


At a press conference yesterday, he made clear again that 
he will never appear at the Agency for National Security 
Planning (NSP) to be questioned in connection with the 
So Kyong-won case. 


He also launched offensives against the government by 
presenting a seven-point reform package, which includes 
a demand, among others, for ruling party lawmaker 
Chong Ho-yong to resign from all official posts. 


His renewed call for liquidation of the Fifth Republic 
legacies may be designed to shift attention away from the 
So case. 


At the same time Kim showed a gesture of reconciliation 
by offering to hold talks among senior members of the 
four parties. He said he will consider pushing for a 
meeting of leaders of the four parties. 


He also called for the restoration of opposition unity and 
the convening of a special National Assembly session. 


Behind such suggestion may be his plan to find a way out 
from current political difficulties through negotiations 
with other parties, especiaiiy the ruling party. 


His conference yesterday was milder in tone and choice 
of words than his previous ones, which may signal his 
current situation and his desire to open dialogue in the 
political circle. 
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He appealed to the people to support his party, alleging 
the government is using the So case for political perse- 
cution of his party. He stressed, however, that any moves 
against the government should be made in a peaceful, 
nonviolent manner. 


Kim proposed political negotiations over the current 
political stalemate stemming from the confrontation 
between him and the NSP. The intelligence agency 
issued summonses on Kim three times, but they were all 
rejected by the leader of the largest opposition party. 


It remains to be seen whether Kim will be able to 
untangle his knotty problem as he plans. 


There ark numerous complicated factors to be consid- 
ered, both in the ruling camp and the opposition parties. 


The NSP is said to be considering obtaining a warrant 
from the court to take Kim away for questioning. 


NSP officers had said Kim's testimony is necessary to 
know about how So gained a nomination from Kim's 
party for last year’s parliamentary election. 


But now they are saying they have more serious things to 
ask of Kim, such as the allegation that Kim may have 
delivered a message to north Korean leader Kim II-song 
via So last year. 


There exist conflicting views within the ruling Demo- 
cratic Justice Party over whether to forcibly escort Kim 
away for questioning. 


Some ruling camp figures appear to favor resolving the 
question through political negotiations, worrying that a 
forcible measure against Kim might further aggravate 
political tension. 


They express concern that if Kim is led away by inves- 
tigative officers, his party and his supporters might 
resort to extreme measures, including massive protest 
rallies outside the parliamentary framework. 


They are saying overly harsh measures against Kim may 
backfire on the ruling camp. 


But others in the ruling party insist that Kim should be 
questioned, stressing that even an opposition leader 
cannot be an exception in application of laws. 


Also complicating the situation is the attitude of Kim 
Yong-sam’s Reunification Democratic Party [RDP] and 
Kim Chong-pil’s New Democratic Republican Party 
[NDRP]. 


The RDP is assuming an indifferent attitude, while the 
NDRP is requesting that Kim Tae-chung undergo ques- 
tioning. 
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Meantime, key ruling party officials and Kim’s aides are 
said to be conducting behind-the-scenes negotiations 
over the matter. 


They are said to be looking for “facesaving measures” 
for both the government and Kim. Contemplated mea- 
sures, may include NSP officers interviewing Kim at a 
“third place” or at his home. 


Even if the political circles manage to resolve the Kim 
question, they will likely have a hard time in restoring 
“missing politics,” as the condition is called by Kim. 


The three opposition parties are requesting a special 
Assembly session, but the ruling party says it sees no 
need for it at this time. 


The government and the ruling party may focus on 
eliminating what they allege as leftist elements from the 
society for a considerable time to come, while the 
opposition parties are expected to intensify efforts for 
liquidation of legacies of disgraced ex-President Chon 
Tu-hwan’s rule. 


PPD Calls for Assembly To Convene 
S$K2507092089 Seoul YONHAP in English 0810 GMT 
25 Jul 89 


[By Hong Sang-pyo] 


[Text] Seoul, July 25 (YONHAP)—South Korea’s largest 
opposition party accused the nation’s intelligence agency 
of plotting to destroy it Tuesday, demanding that Presi- 
dent No Tae-u apologize and immediately dismiss his 
intelligence chief. 


Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and Democracy (PPD) 
has decided that 70 PPD lawmakers will stage an indef- 
inite sit-in protest in party headquarters from Tuesday 
evening, the first such action by opposition lawmakers 
since No took office in February 1988. 


The PPD also demanced the National Assembly con- 
vene to discuss the matter and that parliamentary hear- 
ings be held on it. 


It warned that it will take its struggle into the streets “if 
the government shows a lukewarm attitude” toward the 
matter and has set up a “headquarters struggling to find 
out the truth.” 


The PPD’s tough stand followed front-page headlines in 
major Seoul dailies quoting an unnamed NSP official 
who said Kim may have sent a personal letter to Kim 
Il-song through Rep. So Kyong-won, when So met with 
the North Korean president last August. So is in jail for 
making a secret visit to Pyongyang and alleged spying for 
North Korea in violation of the National Security Law. 
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The NSP has denied that there is any truth in the 
remarks by the official, who was also quoted as saying 
the NSP wants to question Kim about the missive. 


Sending a letter to any North Korean is a crime under 
the stiff National Security Law, which bans contacts with 
or visits to North Korea by South Koreans. 


The news reports drew a bitter reaction from the PPD, 
wich accused the Agency for National Security Plan- 
ning (NSP) of “leaking fabricated information to news 
media to undermine our party.” 


The reports came as the PPD was engaged in a tug of war 
with the intelligence agency over its summons of Kim for 
questioning in connection with the So case. 


So was arrested on charges of violating the National 
Security Law by visiting the North last August. The PPD 
expelled So immediately after his arrest June 28 to 
minimize the negative impact on the image of the party 
and its boss. 


The NSP has threatened to seek a court-issued warrant 
to detain Kim for questioning but the government and 
the ruling party, fearing his detention would have serious 
political repercussions, hinted Tuesday they prefer to 
find another way. 


Despite the PPD leader's strong denial of any wrongdo- 
ing, NSP agents say it is absolutely necessary to question 
Kim, a symbol of resistance to previous dictators, io 
wrap up the probe of So. 


Kim has refused to report for questioning, defying three 
NSP requests, claiming the probe is a politically moti- 
vated plot to destroy his party using the So case as a 
convenient excuse. 


But the wild reports seem to have provided the PPD with 
fresh ammunition for a counter-attack against the gov- 
ernment, analysts say. 


Branding the NSP’s alleged media manipulation “dem- 
agoguery intended to revive political maneuvering and 
destroy democratic politics,” a tough-worded PPD state- 
ment demanded that the official suspected of leaking the 
false information be prosecuted. 


A senior NSP official claimed his agency has no know!l- 
edge of a personal letter from Kim Tae-chung to Kim 
il-song and that no NSP agent leaked the unconfirmed 
rumors to the news media. 


The PPD sent delegations to Prime Minister Kang 
Yong-hun and YONHAP NEWS AGENCY, which first 
carried the report, to register its protest. The PPD 
delegates demanded to know how the news agency 
obtained the story and why it ran it. 
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The PPD also decided to hold an outdoor rally to 
denounce the NSP if the National Assembly is not 
convened. 


The second largest opposition party, the Reunification 
Democratic Party led by rival opposition leader Kim 
Yong-sam, sided with the PPD, denouncing the leak as 
an act “intended to discredit politics and plunge the 
nation into confusion and uneasiness.” 


But the ruling Democratic Justice Party reiterated its call 
for the PPD head to comply with the NSP request for 
questioning. 


Senior DJP officials, however, declined to comment on 
the news reports on the letter. 


NSP Arrests Dissidents for “Subversive Activities’ 
SK2507052789 Seoul YONHAP in English 0502 GMT 
25 Jul 89 


[Text] Seoul, July 25 (YONHAP)}—-The Agency for 
National Security Planning (NSP) arrested nine mem- 
bers of a dissident organization Tuesday on charges of 
violating the National Security Law by engaging in 
alleged pro-North Korean activities. 


Yi Hyon-su, 61, Kim Chun-ki, 51, and seven others were 
arrested for their activities in the subversive “Central 
Council for National Independent Peaceful Unifica- 
tion,’ which the NSP claims has adopted North Korea's 
reunification policy and conducted “subversive activi- 
ties” in cooperation with other dissident groups. 


The NSP sent the names of four other members of the 
group to the prosecution for action on the same charges 
and put |0 others on the wanted list. 


According to the NSP, Yi, jailed three times before on 
similar charges, chaired the group’s central standing 
committee and played a leading role in various activities 
that favored North Korea in partnership with activist 
Students and workers. 


Kim, a college professor and spokesman for the group, 
interfered in labor disputes, inciting workers to launch 
anti-government struggles, according to the NSP. 


The organization, in leaflets and statements, sympa- 
thizes with Pyongyang’s unification policy of seeking a 
“confederal republic of Koryo” and criticizes the gov- 
ernment for strengthening the division of the Korean 
peninsula, the NSP said. 


PPD Lawmaker Arrested for Embezzlement 
S$K2507051189 Seoul YONHAP in English 0413 GMT 
25 Jul 89 


[Text] Seoul, July 25 (YONHAP)}—Amid mounting sus- 
picion that the ruling camp is deliberately trying to 
“discredit” the Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD], 
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the Seoul District Prosecutor's Office Tuesday booked a 
lawmaker of the leading opposition party on charges of 
embezzling official funds from two tourism companies 
he once ran. 


Rep. Yi Kyo-sung is charged with having withdrawn 4.3 
billion won (6.46 million U.S. dollars) from the accounts 
of the two companies to win a seat in the PPD’s 
national-constituency candidacy line-up shortly before 
the general elections last year. 


Prosecution sources said Yi turned over the ttle to 3.1! 
billion won worth of real estate to the companies in a bid 
to cover up the diversion. 


Yi resigned as president of Korea Leisure Tour Co. and 
Korea Leisure Development Co. soon after the April 26 
elections as his activities were the target of complaints 
among company officials and employees. according to 
the sources. 


In South Korean politics, it is a tradition that political 
parties, particularly financially strapped opposition par- 
tres award national-constituency seats to generous sup- 
porters. 


Yi's case, however, will probably worsen tension 
between the PPD and the government, which are already 
at odds over the arrest of Rep. So Kyong-won on charges 
of spying for communist North Korea. 


‘Hardline’ Policy Expected After Cabinet Reshuffle 
SK2507060089 Seoul TONG-A IL BO in Korean 
20 Jul 89 p 3 


{Article by reporter Yi Chong-kak from the “Focus” 
column: “Trends and Prospect of Political Circles after 
Lightning Cabinet Reshuffle™’} 


[Text] The 19 July cabinet reshuffle. carmied out by 
President No Tae-u in a lightning manner amid a polit- 
ical situation focused on incidents of antistate activities, 
can be interpreted as a strategy by the ruling camp to 
rearrange its ranks in order to cope with the so-called 
“second phase of the No Tae-u regime's term of office.” 


Some people point out that the current cabinet reshuffle 
reveals a tough “fighting spirit” by the ruling camp not 
to be “pushed back” any more. Thus, the straiegies of 
both ruling and opposition parties in the conduct of 
future political affairs attract the people's attention. 


Pak Chun-kyu, chairman of the ruling Democratic Jus- 
tice Party [DJP], said that “the current cabinet reshuffle 
is of significance because it shows President No Tae-u's 
will to carry out work in earnest based on his own 
convictions, even if some opposition leaders are criti- 
cal.” This remark suggests many things. 
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It 1s a dominant analysis of the ruling camp that the 
current cabinet reshuffle reveals the wall to wipe out the 
people's image of the Sixth Republic as a weak regime, 
described as the “watery No Tac-u regime” since its 
inauguration | and ‘> years ago. and that such an 
intention will be fully reflected in political activities. 


Even anticipating criticism from opposition figures for 
“reappointing the hardline figures of the Fifth Republic” 
and for “giving preponderance to a certain district,” 
President No Tae-u nominated Kwon Yong-kak. So 
Tong-kwon, and Pak Chol-on. who were the seniors and 
juniors of his own high school and who are called the TK 
[Taegu Kyongbuk High School] force. and appointed 
them to important positions. This can be interpreted as 
an attempt to strengihen President No Tae-u's personal 
governing system in the wake of the “second phase of his 
term of office.” 


The fact that President No Tae-u appointed noi only the 
TK force but also his so-called “own men” to the cabinet 
during the recent reshuffle can be viewed as an expres- 
sion of his will to carry out the state affairs according to 
his own convictions for the 2 years of the second phase of 
his term of office. excluding | and ‘2 years of the 
preparatory period for inauguration of the Sixth Repub- 
lic and | and ‘2 years of the preparatory penod for its 
retirement. 


The opposition sphere has expressed displeasure over 
the description of the new cabinet members made by 
DJP Chairman Pak as “powerful team members who 
will manage state affairs based on their own convictions 
and faith without the slightest degree of wavering.” 


The opposition parties, including the Party for Peace 
and Democracy [PPD]. which is being embarrassed by 
the incident of Assemblyman So Kyong-won. are con- 
cerned that the government may deal with vanous 
impending questions, including labor-management dis- 
putes, campus disturbances. and the teachers trade 
union, not to mention antistate crimes. with hardline 
measures by taking advantage of the favorable situation 
in handling matters concerning public security caused by 
the Assemblyman So Kyong-won’s case and the visit to 
Pyongyang by a delegate of Chondaehyop [National 
Council for University Student Representatives}. 


If the ruling sphere attempts to “show something” by 
bringing the “hardline cabinet” to the front and imple- 
menting “hardline measures” during the second phase of 
its term of office. the possibility exists for political 
tensions created by friction with the opposition sphere 
which will resist such an attempt. 


In addition to the possibility of “confrontation” between 
the ruling and opposition camps. observers believe that 
there is also a great possibility for friction and discord 
even within the ruling camp itself with the emergence of 
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Pak Chol-on, who is known to be the “powerful figure” 
even among the “closest associates” of the president, at 
the front of politics as the minister of state for political 
affairs. 


In the ceremony awarding his letter of appointment on 
19 July, President No Tae-u told Minister Pak, “As you 
are in the position of fully realizing the intentions of the 
president, I expect the excellent fulfillment of your role.” 
Minister Pak himself may be under the obsession that he 
should bring about visible successes after leaving Chong- 
wadae. Thus, Minister Pak’s future activities will attract 
the extraordinary attention of the people. 


His role is expected to be that of a contact point between 
Chongwadae and the cabinet, between Chongwadae and 
the DJP, between the cabinet and the DJP, and between 
the ruling and opposition sphere. Some people analyze 
that his role is one of paving the way for the future 
reorganization of political circles. 


On the first day of his appointment, Minister Pak 
himself said that “President No Tae-u has worked out a 
plan for the reorganization of political circles and a 
comprehensive review is now required. When the ruling 
sphere’s plan for the reorganization of political circles is 
finalized, both ruling and opposition camps should 
jointly push ahead with this issue.”” His remarks have 
attracted the people’s attention. 


However, some people foresee the possibility of discord 
with DJP floor leader Kim Yun-hwan, who in the past 
has exercised an almost exclusive role as the contact 
point with opposition sphere, should Minister Pak show 
“excessive ambition” while playing the role of a contact 
point between the party and the government and 
between the ruling and opposition parties. 


Some politicians point to the possibility that Minister 
Pak may effect a new turning point in resolving ques- 
tions concerning the liquidation of Fifth Republic irreg- 
ularities, including the issues of dealing with Assembly- 
man Chong Ho-yong and testimony by former President 
Chon Tu-hwan, by sharing the role with floor leader Kim 
and taking advantage of his special relations with Presi- 
dent No Tae-u. 


In the meantime, some people hold the different view 
that since Minister Pak has come out from under “Pres- 
ident No Tae-u’s umbrella,” he may show the “limit” of 
his capabilities in the face of a whirlpool of fierce 
political realities. 


President No Tae-u has not clearly indicated whether or 
not he will continue to assign to Minister Pak the main 
role for the Northern Policy. However, many officials 
concerned in the government and ruling party believe 
that whether or not he plays a role in the domain of the 
Northern Policy, his influence certainly will be reduced. 
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Opposition figures think that with appointment of So 
Tong-kwon, former prosecutor general, who is known to 
have close personal relations with the president, as 
director general of the Agency for Nationa! Security 
Planning [NSP], the NSP will strengthen its power in a 
legal way and in such a manner as not to be criticized as 
unreasonable. 


Under these circumstances, the ruling and opposition 
parties will seek to resume dialogue as soon as DJP floor 
leader Kim Yun-hwan returns from his overseas trip in 
an effort to turn the present political situation, which has 
been strained due to antistate activities, into a phase of 
dialogue. However, some people think that an immedi- 
ate resumption of dialogue between the ruling and oppo- 
sition parties will be difficult because the government 
and the DJP are calling for the PPD’s cooperation in the 
incident of Assemblyman So Kyong-won and some 
Opposition party is even sympathetic with such call. 


Furthermore, a supplementary parliamentary election is 
scheduled to be held in Yongdungpo-U! District around 
18 August. Thus, the political climate for full-scale 
dialogue will take place only after the election. 


‘Dissidents’ Coalition Fields Election Candidate 


Lawyer Ko Nominated in Yongdungpo 
SK2307034489 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 23 Jul 89 p 2 


[Text] A dissident lawyer Ko Yong-ku yesterday won the 
candidate nomination by an alliance of dissidents and 
independent lawmakers for Seoul’s Yongdungpo by- 
election slated for mid-August. 


Lawyer Hong Sung-u was named as the chief campaign 
manager for Ko at a nomination convention yesterday at 
a movie house in Yongdungpo. 


The alliance adopted a resolution at the meeting to end 
the “collaborative structure between a No (President No 
Tae-u) and three Kims” [three opposition leaders]. 


About 400 people, many of them student activists, 
attended the rally. 


PPD Assails Five-Party Competition 
SK2307034889 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 23 Jul 89 p 2 


[From the “Out and About” column: “PPD Hits 
Group” ] 


[Text] The opposition PPD [Party for Peace and Democ- 
racy] yesterday denounced a dissident group’s decision 
to put up its own candidate for a parliamentary by- 
election in Seoul’s Yongdungpo, saying “it would only 
assist the ruling DJP [Democratic Justice Party].” 
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“I am afraid the dissident candidacy would result in 
helping the DJP candidate,’ said PPD spokesman Yi 
Sang-su. 


Asked if the PPD itself is also ready to be denounced for 
bolting from the RDP [Reunification Democratic Party] 
in 1987 which resulted in the opposition split, Yi said, 
“The dissident group should have proposed to us a single 
candidacy for Yongdungpo.” 


The dissident group picked lawyer Ko Yong-ku as its 
candidate, making the by-election a five-party competi- 
tion. 


Daily Welcomes Dissidents Plan 
SK2507015989 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
25 Jul 89 p 6 


[Editorial: ‘Progressives’ Bid for By-Election’’] 


[Text] The forthcoming by-election to be held next 
month in the Yongdungpo district of Seoul will display a 
significant test of the dissident forces, mostly progres- 
sives, and their ability to make a parliamentary appear- 
ance for the first time in recent years. In preparation for 
the by-election, a group of dissident politicians, lawyers, 
students, clergymen, professors and some independent 
lawmakers has inaugurated a joint electioneering com- 
mittee and put up a single candidate to contest the post 
with those of the four political parties. 


Under the provocative slogan of overthrowing the exist- 
ing four-party structure, the dissident group has named 
itself the “pan-democratic committee for the liquidation 
of the one-No and three Kims system” (President No 
Tae-u and Kim Tae-chung, Kim Yong-sam and Kim 
Chong-pil). In a nomination meeting Saturday, the dis- 
sidents endorsed as their candidate Ko Yong-ku, a civil 
rights activist lawyer who has taken charge of such 
notorious cases as the sex-torture of a university coed. 


What most concerns us is the fact that the forthcoming 
by-election will be a crucial test of the progressive forces 
in the existing political arena. The promoters of the new 
political group are all long-time champions of anti- 
government struggles and are now maneuvering to lead 
an extensive fight against the present three opposition 
parties, billing them establishment forces subservient to 
the No government. 
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From their point of view, President No’s ruling Demo- 
cratic Justice Party and the opposition Party for Peace 
and Democracy, the Reunification Democratic Party 
and the New Democratic Republican Party are of same 
nature with little differences in their party platforms and 
policies as well as partisan activities. The progressives, 
therefore, maintain that a showdown between newly- 
emerging democratic forces and the old-guard politicos 
is inevitable and imminent. 


It appears that the National Alliance of Democratic 
Forces or Chonminnyon will organize a political party in 
order to advance into parliament, if the present organi- 
zation wins in the Yongdungpo election or garners a 
satisfactory number of votes. A spokesman for the dis- 
sident group asserted that their election campaign would 
be concentrated on exposing the anti-democratic nature 
of the present Sixth Republic on the one hand and the 
limited function of the conservative opposition parties 
and thus join forces with the mass of the people. 


Whatever the reasons for the progressive forces’ attempt 
to enter the National Assembly, it is an encouraging sign 
that they have come to recognize the prevailing parlia- 
mentary system, an established political framework, 
desisting from revolutionary means of toppling the 
present political system. Because of their radical and 
often violent tactics, the anti-establishment forces have 
in fact failed to win the support of the majority of people 
who favor the maintenance of the status quo. 


If the dissident group really intends to subscribe to 
parliamentary democracy, this will bring about a dra- 
matic change in the present political environment. As we 
recall, the so-called progressive forces, which surged in 
the wake of the 1945 national liberation, were virtually 
emasculated after the outbreak of the Korean War (1950- 
1953) and their attempts to secure a footing in the 
National Assembly have so far failed. 


Of course, we may presume that a small number of 
progressives were elected in the parliamentary elections 
last year but only through the patronization of the 
opposition parties, as in the case of Rep. So Kyong-won 
of the Party for Peace and Democracy now under inves- 
tigation. We are not in a position to welcome the 
progressives’ massive advance into parliament but we 
are glad to see that they are seeking to follow democratic 
processes for their political debut within the framework 
of the present parliamentary system. 
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Aung San Suu Kyi’s Husband Calls on Gen Myo Nyunt 
BK2507135789 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 25 Jul 89 


[Text] Mr Michael Aris, husband of Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi [general secretary of the National League for 
Democracy now under house arrest], at 0940 today paid 
a courtesy call on Brigadier General Myo Nyunt, mem- 
ber of the State Law and Order Restoration Council and 
commander of the Yangon [Rangoon] Military Com- 
mand, in the second floor reception hall of the Yangon 
City Hall. 


Also present at the meeting were Colonel Tin Hla, 
commander of the 22d Light Infantry Division; Colonel 
Kyaw Myint, commander of the 55th Light Infantry 
Division; and U Tun Tin, member of the Yangon 
Division Law and Order Restoration Council and divi- 
sional head of the Yangon Division General Adminis- 
tration Department. 


Official Explains Aris’ Status 
BK2507144489 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 25 Jul 89 


[Text] The Burmese-language broadcast of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation at 0630 on 25 July said that 
an official protest had been lodged over the detention of 
Mr Michael Aris, a Briton, by the Myanma [Burma] 
Government. Mr Aris, who is the husband of opposition 
leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, was believed to have 
been arrested by the authorities when he arrived in 
Yangon [Rangoon] on Saturday [22 July]. According to 
the report, the British counselor in Yangon was also 
refused a meeting with Mr Aris. 


The MYANMA NEWS AGENCY interviewed U Ohn 
Gyaw, director general of the Foreign Ministry's Politi- 
cal Department, in connection with this report. U Ohn 
Gyaw said it was not true that the authorities had 
arrested the husband of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Mr 
Aris. He is at the home of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, 
together with his family. 


Continuing, U Ohn Gyaw said Mr Aris had applied for 
and had been issued a visa some 2 months ago to meet 
his family. He flew in to Yangon on the evening of 22 
July and was directly taken from Yangon Airport by 
responsible officials to the home of Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi. All his social needs were taken care of so that he 
could stay with his family. Today, Mr Aris is peacefully 
living with his family at the home of Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi. 


At 1400 on 23 July, Mr Aris went to the Chan-mye 
Yeiktha Monastery to pay obeisance and to donate 
books and other charitable goods to the senior abbot 
there. At 0700 on 24 July and also at 0700 this morning, 
he again visited the Chan-mye Yeiktha Monastery to pay 
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his respects to the senior abbot. He was accompanied by 
his elder son, Alexander, on his visits. Mr Aris had come 
to meet his family members, and now that he has met 
them it must be assumed that the purpose of his visit has 
been fulfilled. 


On the evening of 22 July, when Mr Aris arrived in 
Yangon, the British charge d'affaires ad interim had 
verbally requested the officer in charge after office hours 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a meeting with Mr 
Aris. On 23 July, without any prior appointment, the 
charge d'affaires ad interim arrived to hand over a letter 
demanding a meeting with Mr Aris within 24 hours, 
since Mr Aris is a British citizen. 


At 1100 today, U Ohn Gyaw said he received the charge 
d’affaires ad interim at the Foreign Ministry and told 
him that Mr Aris was not being detained. Since Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi—because of her own deeds—has been 
prevented by law from going out of her home, all the 
members of her family who officially reside with her are 
also banned from meeting with foreign embassies, polit- 
ical parties. and people who have contacts with political 
parties. He said he told the charge d’affaires that as long 
as Mr Aris is in Myanma, he has the responsibility to 
observe Myanma laws and rules. 


When the British Embassy official said that as a British 
diplomat he had the right to meet a British citizen, the 
diplomat was told that since Mr Aris is residing at a 
home where his wife, Daw Aung San Suu Ky), is being 
confined, he has the obligation to observe the rules for 
people who reside in the compound of that house. If he 
were simply a foreigner who has broken the law, the 
embassy concerned would have been informed and per- 
mission granted to meet that person. But Mr Aris is not 
someone who is under detention, but simply residing 
with his family. He can be sent anywhere he wants to go 
by the authorities concerned. 


U Ohn Gyaw explained that in the same way as Myanma 
citizens are required to abide by the laws of the foreign 
countries they visit, foreigners who come to Myanma are 
also required to observe the laws of this country. U Ohn 
Gyaw later produced photographs of Mr Aris during his 
visit here. 


Plans Made To Reopen Middle Schools in August 
BK2407142589 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Excerpt] The second quarter coordination meeting of 
State and divisional education officials under the Basic 
Education Department, Education Ministry, opened at 
the Basic Education Department’s Students Affairs 
Office at Kyaikkasan grounds in Yangon [Rangoon] 
today. Dr Pe Thein, minister of education and health, 
delivered a speech at the meeting. 
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Addressing the meeting, Dr Pe Thein said: The Educa- 
tion Department had to close schools for almost a year. 
Primary schools, however, have been reopened today. 
Let me express my gratitude to the teachers throughout 
the country who made possible the successful reopening 
of primary schools. People have been very happy with 
the reopening of primary schools. That is why we have 
been reading news in the dailies about people donating 
cash to build classes and presenting furniture, stationery, 
and other school supplies. Let me express my deep 
gratitude through this meeting to the people for their 
contributions. 


Although the Education Department has been able to 
resume its work, the pace is still slow. Because only 
primary-level schools could be reopened so far, efforts 
must be made to open the middle and the high schools. 
Since middle schools are to be reopened mid-August, 
necessary preparations must be made beforehand, he 
said. [passage omitted] 


All Telex, Telephone Lines Remain Out 
BK2307115889 Hong Kong AFP in English 1118 GMT 
23 Jul 89 


[By Michael Shari] 


[Excerpts] Bangkok, July 23 (AFP}—Burma has been 
under a virtual news blackout since telephone and telex 
links were cut Thursday [20 July], leaving official Radio 
Rangoon as the country’s sole news source. 


Links with all regional points in Southeast Asia as well as 
Hong Kong and London had been severed for four days 
Sunday and attempts to reach Burmese correspondents 
for international news agencies have been unsuccessful. 


Travelers arriving in Bangkok Sunday from Rangoon 
said the Burmese capital was calm but there were thou- 
sands of troops in the streets. [passage omitted] 


Telex circuits were briefly restored Friday afternoon 
allowing Burmese correspondents to file reports on a 
press conference by a military spokesman during which 
the arrests of two prominent opposition leaders were 
announced. 


The telephone and telex lines went dead Thursday when 
the popular opposition leaders, Aung San Suu Kyi and 
Tin U of the National League for Democracy (NLD), 
were placed under house arrest for a one-year term. 


Telephone lines to the home of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
and former General Tin U have also been cut. Their 
family members are allowed outside, but they are barred 
from contacting embassies or political parties. [passage 
omitted] 
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It was the first communications blackout since telephone 
and telex lines were sporadically cut during the student- 
led uprising and general strike, correspondents and dip- 
lomats in Bangkok said. 


The military, which has in effect ruled Burma since 1962 
when it toppled the government of Prime Minister U Nu 
under the leadership of army strongman General Ne 
Win, has not commented on the blackout. 


Rangoon recently stopped issuing visas to journalists 
since a resurgence of the pro-democracy movement to 
observe upcoming one-year anniversaries of incidents in 
which security troops gunned down more than 1,000 
students and other demonstrators. [passage omitted] 


Death Sentences of 155 People Commuted to Life 
BK2207112089 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 21 Jul 89 


[Text] In accordance with Order No 4/89 of the State 
Law and Order Restoration Council, dated 20 July 1989, 
155 inmates on death row in prisons throughout the 
country, including those at the Insein Central Jail, have 
had their sentences commuted to life. Of these 155 
inmates, 143 are males while 12 are females. 


It has been learned that of 240 male inmates and 20 
female inmates at Insein Central Jail who are covered by 
the terms of the order, 90 male inmates and 20 female 
inmates were released at | 700 today. 


Ten inmates of Insein Central Jail have had their life 
sentences commuted to 10 years imprisonment under 
Order No 4/89. 


Prisons throughout the country are making arrange- 
ments to release inmates who are covered by the terms of 
the order on a daily basis. 


Democratic Party for Youth Society Deregisters 
BK2207122589 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 21 Jul 89 


[‘“Announcement No 260 of the Commission for Hold- 
ing Multiparty Democratic General Elections of the 
Union of Myanma, dated 2! July 1989—4th day of the 
waning moon of Waso, 1351 Burmese era’’] 


[Text] Subject: Deregistration of the Democratic Party 
for Youth Society as a political party 


1. The Commission for Holding Multiparty Democratic 
General Elections of the Union of Myanma [Burma] 
announced today that the Democratic Party for Youth 
Society, which has its headquarters at No 10, Phongy! 
Road, Insein Township, Yangon [Rangoon] Division, 
was permitted registration as a political party by the 
commission in accordance with Article 5A of the Polit- 
ical Parties Registration Law. This was stated in 
Announcement No 76 dated | November 1988. 
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2. However, a unanimous decision was made by all of the 
Central Executive Committee members of the Demo- 
cratic Party for Youth Society to request the deregistra- 
tion of the party. Hence, the election commission hereby 
announces the deregistration of the Democratic Party for 
Youth Society effective 21 July 1989. 


Signed by the authority vested in me, 


Aye Maung, Secretary, Commission for Holding Multi- 
party Democratic General Elections 


Article Views ‘Enigmatic’ Political Situation 


Role of Military Reviewed 
BK0907012089 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
9 Jul 89 p 6 


First part of a three-part article by Yan Ko Naing 
(pseudonym): “Unravelling an Enigmatic Burma” 


{Text} As Burma inches closer to another promised 
general elections around May next year, none, certainly 
not the patient Burmese people, have ever been served 
by underestimating Gen Ne Win, 78. Thirty years ago, 
when he was still considered something of a hero, having 
voluntarily relinquished control of his 18-month care- 
taker government and turned down a nomination for the 
Magsaysay Award, Asia’s Nobel Prize, Ne Win made a 
hardly original, but nonetheless chilling remark. On the 
occasion of what turned out to be the country’s last free 
elections, he declared: “Let the country make its own 
choice. It wil! get the government it deserves.” (THE 
NATION [Burma], December 22, 1959.) 


The incumbent Saw Maung regime is hoping with time 
to establish legitimacy in the eyes of the outside world 
that is notoriously short on memory and long on political 
expediency. Sighs one Burmese journalist, who 
requested «nonymity: “How long can the world stand 
without any principle?” 


Traditional Burmese concepts of authority, which are 
directed toward individuals rather than institutions, plus 
strongly held belief in the Buddhist notion of karma, 
help explain the stoic acceptance by the people of their 
lot. 


The Second-Generation Military Men The lack of a 
genuine charismatic military alternative to Ne Win may 
also explain the “wait-and-see” attitude of the potential 
source of a future, more significant, coup: the second 
neration of military men, especially those at the 
ivisional commander level. 


Better educated than the aging, current leaders, the 
younger members of the fatmadaw (military) are not 
paralysed by perceived obligations to the memory of the 
independence struggle or to Ne Win’s patronage. 
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How much power these yonger military officers are 
willing to relinquish, and whether they would entertain 
the idea of a genuine multiparty system, is quite ques- 
tionable; possibly they are split among themselves, never 
before having exercised direct authority over their coun- 
try or shared power. 


Whispers of dynastic ambitions already surround sec- 
ond-generation Brigadier General Khin Nyunt, first sec- 
retary of the State Law and Order Restoration Council 
and head of the ubiquitous Military Intelligence Ser- 
vices. 


Khin Nyunt, 51, was a colonel only last August and 1s 
closely connected to Sanda Win, Ne Win’s daughter and 
confidante. 


Regardless of Ne Win’s fate the Burmese military will 
continue to have a say in the country’s political devel- 
opment for the foreseeable future. No one doubts that 
the 190,000 member tatmadaw, the only credibly unified 
force in the country, must be the basis for a viable 
solution to the present political and economic impasse. 


Few believe that Gen Saw Maung is not acting in concert 
with Ne Win, who now more than ever must draw on his 
considerable Machiavellian talents to save the country— 
and his beloved tatmadaw. 


The tatmadaw, ironically, has given the biggest boost in 
three decades to Burma’s democratic process, simply by 
promising an election and allowing political parties to 
register over the past half-year. While it is not certain an 
election will actually occur, no fewer than 233 political 
parties—many of them probably fronting for the officials 
of the disbanded BSPP (Burmese Socialist Programme 
Party)—registered to contest in the promised elections. 


After a quarter century of military dictatorship, Burmese 
from all walks of life—pensioners, peasants, members of 
ethnic groups, artists, even those too young to know 
anything but military rule—are banding together to 
articulate their private visions of democracy as they 
compose the goals of their new parties. 


Many of these new groupings, with wonderfully evoca- 
tive names like “League for Mother Democracy”, “New 
Ideology Improvement Party”, and “Esprit de Corps 
Restoration Party”, are insisting on a democratic and 
representative system of government. No one mentions a 
return to socialism—though many are using the oppor- 
tunity to push more parochial objectives, such as “to 
develop astrological science and indigenous medicine”, 
or “to make good use of the experiences and knowledge 
of retired personnel and pensioners”, and even the 
seemingly self-contradictory “to provide religious free- 
dom and to seek advice of the senior abbots ... regarding 
the propagation of the Buddhist religion”’. 
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Aung San Suu Kyi under pressure 


By all accounts, the most formidable challenge to the 
tatmadaw is the National League for Democracy party, 
headed, in an eerie twist, by the daughter of the mili- 
tary’s own patron saint, Gen Aung San. 


Blessed with relative youth, charisma and ambition, 
Aung San Suu Kyi, 44, who was two years old when her 
father was assassinated, has spent her adult life abroad, 
mostly in England where she married a British scholar. 


A visit to her dying mother in Rangoon last year coin- 
cided with the beginning of the “democracy period” in 
Burma. 


Burmese history dictates the rise of a charismatic leader 
in times of crises, but it is difficult to predict whether the 
necessary political accommodation could be reached 
between the present or future leadership of the tatmadaw 
and its mentor’s daughter. Last week she led a rally in 
Rangoon in defiance of the martial law to protest polit- 
ical harassment against members of her party and stu- 
dent leaders. 


Last August’s initially and euphoric—and ultimately 
violent—uprising against Burma’s authoritarian regime 
was long overdue. Yet it is still too early to predict what 
fruit the short-lived “democracy movement” will bear. 


For as long as he lives, Ne Win, a superstitious and 
short-tempered ruler who relies both on astrologers and 
the intense loyalty of subordinates, is likely to control 
Burmese political aevelopments, no matter who is titu- 
larly at the helm of government. 


In the chaos of last year’s uprising, Burma ran through 
three successive leaders in as many months, but it was 
Ne Win who dominated events. The general’s call for 
economic and political reforms and his unexpected res- 
ignation as chairman of Burma’s sole party helped fuel 
the protests. And his threat that the army would “shoot 
to kill” those disobeying its commands was carried out 
to bring a newly vociferous populace almost instantly to 
heel. It is difficult to say how many changes in the 
system—or bullets—will be necessary to keep people 
from returning to the streets. That the fatmadaw will 
remain in power for the foreseeable future, however, is 
much easier to predict, for radical students and other 
Opposition groups are no match for the soliders’ monop- 
oly on information and arms. 


Failures of the military 


The events of last August and September in the cities of 
Burma revealed the failure of the Ne Win-led tatmadaw 
to meet basic human needs by means of a socialism that 
would not compromise the coudntry’s traditional values. 
“The Burmese Way to Socialism,” which could be con- 
sidered an ideological symbol of unity, succeeded only in 
transforming a country that once was the world’s top 
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exporter of rice (and still contains 80 percent of global 
teak reserves, among other riches) into a “least devel- 
oped country”, alongside Bangladesh and Chad. 


“The Burmese Way to Socialism” is the title of an 
unassumii.g seven-pag2 pamphlet that outlines a quasi- 
Marxist, semi-Buddhist means of liberating man from 
social evils caused by “pernicious economic systems in 
which man exploits man.” But the document is less a 
dogma than an attempt to ratonalize fatmadaw rule 
within a Burmese context. 


The impact on the average Burmese citizen of the army’s 
monopoly of political power and its centralized eco- 
nomic planning depends on where he lives. 


Although the limited rural participation in last year’s 
uprising does not necessarily reflect the lack of a coun- 
trywide consensus for reform, the “democracy move- 
ment” was primarily an urban phenomenon, for the city 
dweller has borne the full brunt of Ne Win’s mismanage- 
ment. 


In a sense, Burmese society probably has coped better 
than many peoples whose governments practise a purer 
Marxist socialism. 


Burma sometimes only seems to be at odds with itself 
becaue the nation is impossible to describe accurately in 
quantitative terms. 


Even its estimated population of 38 million is a guess 
based on the last complete countrywide census in 1931 
and the more recent head counts of 1973 and 1983, 
which of course excluded members of minority groups 
still in rebellion against the central government. 


Given the long-standing instability of Burma’s domestic 
situation, why did the uprising of 1988 not occur sooner? 


Any answer must be tentative, given the highly specula- 
tive nature of Burma-watching, made no simpler by 
Burma’s isolation, the secretive nature of Ne Win and 
the tatmadaw, and the resulting uncheckable rumours 
that must serve as a leading source of information. 


Causes of Crisis Analyzed 
BK1607052489 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
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[Second part of a three-part article by Yan Ko... .1.g: 
“Unravelling an Enigmatic Burma] 


[Text] The crisis last August and September in Burma 
began with a sudden rise in expectations. After years 
during which agricultural development was neglected as 
a government objective, Gen Ne Win announced on 
September |, 1987, a sweeping decontrol of the produc- 
tion of rice and basic foodstuffs. In a nation where at 
least 80 per cent of the economy is agricultural, the 
decontro!l was extremely welcome news, not only for the 
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farmers—who in any case usually found ways to circum- 
vent official quotas and prices—but also for the remain- 
der of the populace, urban consumers mostly, with hiiil!e 
leverage in the strait-jacketed economy. 


Announcements by Ne Win, considered by many Bur- 
mese to possess a powerful aura, carry inordinate weight. 
The enigmatic Ne Win, whose name means “bright sun”’, 
has eschewed personality cult and arduously shuns pub- 
licity. But Ne Win, known as “Number One” to most 
Burmese, enjoys a mystique that one diplomat in Ran- 
goon describes as reminiscent of an ancient Chinese 
emperor—he has even, in the tradition of Burmese kings. 
built a pagoda to commemorate his reign. 


No one dares second-guess the mercurial general, result- 
ing in a bureaucracy brimming with impotent syco- 
phants. Ne Win’s virtual invisibility has also served to 
deflect direct blame for the country’s ills, sometimes 
Causing even his harshest critics to ponder wistfully, “if 
only Number One knew ...” 


Whatever “Number One” knew, he failed to anticipate 
the uproar over his second surprise pronouncement: 
days after raising everyone’s expectations for agricultural 
reform, Ne Win demonetized 80 per cent of the Kyat (the 
Burmese currency) in circulation. Any kyat note over 40 
baht in value became instantly worthless. 


This was his regime’s third demonetization and the first 
without the promise of some compensation. Undertaken 
ostensibly to combat inflation, demonetization was also 
justified as a measure to undermine the black marketeers 
(including, practically speaking, the entire population). 


The rash action caught students right in the middle of 
their final examinations at Rangoon University and 
propelled them protesting into the streets. In a flash the 
Students’ meager savings had disappeared; their money 
for everything from lunch to a trip back home was gone. 


Education is highly regarded in Burma, even though 
there are virtually no jobs for university graduates once 
they leave school. Ironically, Burma’s high literacy 
rate—85 per cent in the cities—nearly cost it the least- 
developed-country status the government sought, with 
great secrecy and humiliation, to help in servicing the 
nation’s debts. 


Time Lost 


Since the end of British colonial rule in Burma 42 years 
ago, the country has been lost in a time warp, wrestling 
with its domestic demons while much of Asia found its 
stride in a rapidly modernizing and interdependent 
world. 


With Japan leading the way, some of Burma's neigh- 
bours have become what has been called “the most 
successful collection of developing countries ever 
known.” 
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Despite all the anguish expended over Vietnam, Asia’s 
dominoes now seem to be tumbling America’s way. 
China, the communist giant, has rediscovered supply 
and demand. Formerly authoritarian regimes in the 
Philippines, South Korea and Pakistan have been 
replaced by democratically elected governments. 


Burma is one of the rare exceptions: as even one Asia- 
watching Soviet official has remarked, “It is impossible 
in the world today to have progress without democracy, 
so why deny it to Burma?” 


An understanding of why such widely accepted notions 
of development have eluded Burma so far, and may 
endure for the near future, requires examination of the 
complex set of unresolved attitudes toward historical 
events and cultural circumstances that remain embed- 
ded in the nation’s collective psyche. 


Over two decades ago a prescient student of Burmese 
society suggested that if Burma, with its embarrassment 
of natural riches, relatively sparse population and plen- 
tiful land could not develop a viable modern economic, 
political and social structure, it would be due to “a 
failure of human effort, a matter of social and cultural 
variables, and a case of organizational and ideological 
inadequacy.” 


Burma, nearly as large as Texas, possesses a geographical 
location, natural resources and an enviably low ratio of 
population to arable land unmatched in Southeast Asia. 
The diamond-shaped nation stretches for a thousand 
miles from the Himalayan peaks along the border with 
eastern Tibet in the north to the lush tropical swamps of 
Tenasserim state in the south. 


Burma’s | ,400-mile coastline boasts 86,000 square miles 
of continental shelf, where fisheries could annually yield 
an estimated 600,000 tons. Kipling’s famous “Road to 
Mandalay”, the Irrawaddy River, is only the longest of 
many navigable rivers that crisscross the country for 
some 5,000 miles. 


Burma’s population is almost diverse as its geography, 
with roughly two-thirds belonging to the dominant Bur- 
mese-speaking Burman ethnic group and the remaining 
one-third comprising a dozen or so minority groups 
which among them speak nearly a hundred languages. 


The culture of the Burmans, who entered central Burma 
before the ninth century, contains clements of the 
ancient Pyu civilization they absorbed and the sophisti- 
cated Buddhist culture of the Mon kingdom they con- 
quered. 


Burmese kings ruled for approximately |,000 years, a 
period marked by cycles of power-dispersal and consol- 
idation under various /min laung/, or charismatic sav- 
iour-kings, who built royal temples and forged symbolic 
links with heroes of past dynasties to legitimize their 
rule. 
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The Burman monarch did not even attempt to provide 
the country’s highly autonomous minority groups with 
direct leadership. These groups—which ranged from the 
Shans (Thai Yai) in the eastern hills, with their Buddhist 
culture and system of tribal chieftains called sawhwas, to 
the Baptist-dominant Karens, to the head-hunting Naga 
tribesmen along India’s border, to the animistic Kachins 
to the far north—lived for the most part outside a 
hourseshoe-shaped range of mountains that encircles the 
plains of central Burma, where the Burmans settled. This 
natural buffer enabled the ethnic groups to continue 
their traditional ways while acknowledging Burman 
suzerainty. 


Britain’s abolition of the Burmese monarchy in 1885 
exacerbated latent tensions between the Burmans and 
the minority groups which increased with the advent of 
Burman-led nationalism. 


The Christian colonialists also displaced the Buddhist 
hierarchy, encouraging Burman nationalists to equate 
Buddhism—and later, socialist ideas—with nationalism, 
and Christianity with colonialism and capitalism. Since 
the 1930s Buddhism, socialism and nationalism have 
been intertwined with Marxist concepts easily translated 
into Buddhist terms. 


Modern Burma 


In 1947, following the bitter colonial experience and the 
devastation of World War II, Gen Aung San, the charis- 
matic young Burman independence leader who is con- 
sidered the father of modern Burma, convinced all but 
one of the major ethnic groups to sign the historic 
Panglong Agreement, by which they promised to join a 
nation with the majority Burmans. 


The new nation, however, was instantly convulsed by a 
baptism of fire that logically should have destroyed it. A 
series of traumas that befell Burma between 1947 and 
1949 continue to haunt the nation: the assassination in 
1947 of Gen Aung San, who was expected to be Burma’s 
first head of state; the launching of Southeast Asia’s 
longest running Marxist insurgency by the Burmese 
communists, who had been the political mentors of 
Burma’s pre-independence nationalist movement; and 
the beginning of armed rebellions by factions of Karen 
and Mon ethnic groups, who lacked faith in the auton- 
omy guaranteed in Burma’s first constitution of 1947. 


Although Burma remained a parliamentary democracy 
for a decade, and though the first constitution was 
written to allow some groups to consider secession after 
a period of 10 years, communist and ethnic insurgencies 
continually threatened national unity. Factionalism 
within the governing Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom 
League, forced Prime Minister U Nu to resign in 1958 in 
favour of a caretaker regime headed by Ne Win, Gen 
Aung San’s former military subordinate and com- 
mander-in-chief of the armed forces. 
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Although U Nu was re-elected to the premiership in 
1960, political division soon recurred. Ne Win, assum- 
ing the symbolic role of one of Burma’s min laung 
(saviour-kings), finally ended civilian government with a 
virtually bloodless coup on March 2, 1962, under the 
pretext that an impending federal conference on seces- 
sion might break up the union. 


From its origins as an anti-British nationalist army, 
described by one scholar as a “political movement in 
military garb,” the tatmadaw (military) had come to 
regard itself as both the embodiment and protector of 
national unity. Ne Win, through his long domination of 
the tatmadaw, gradually became synonymous with it, 
garnering more fearful respect and charismatic power, 
known in Burma as awza, than any of his rivals. 


Ethnic Rebellion 


After four decades of nationhood, the cold fact is that the 
central government is still engaged to varying degrees in 
protracted civil wars with elements of some dozen 
assorted ethnic groups, which only in the past few years 
have seriously begun to consolidate their efforts. 


Informed sources say that Burma in recent years has 
been spending at least 50 per cent of its limited budget, 
twice the official figure, for defence, mostly for “internal 
security”—which means fighting the Burmese commu- 
nists and the various ethnic insurgencies, especially the 
largest fighting force, the Karens whose several bases had 
been seized in recent bloody battles along the border 
with Thailand. (Burma has not had an external threat 
since an anticipated invasion in the early 1950s by the 
newly established People’s Republic of China.) 


Today, the Burmese Communist Party (BCP), number- 
ing an estimated 10,000 adherents at most, is a shadow 
of its former self, a fractious and fairly harmless group of 
ageing ideologues plagued by recruiting and budgetary 
headaches that have driven them to dealing in drugs with 
such implausible allies as the remnants of the Chinese 
nationalist Kuomintang (KMT) troops still roaming the 
Burmese hillsides. 


Recently, the BCP has participated in another unlikely 
alliance, this time with the National Democratic Front. 
The NDF, formed in 1986, is composed of ten major 
anti-communist ethnic groups (including Karens, 
Kachins, Shans and Mons) in opposition to the Burmese 
central government. 


The most potent of these groups, the 8,000-member 
Kachin Independence Organization (KIQ) as well as its 
Kachin Independence Army (KIA), is led by Brang Seng, 
an articulate and politically savvy former principal of a 
Christian school in the northern town of Myitkyina. 
Waging separate wars against the central government 
had kept these ethnic groups isolated from one another, 
and more significantly from the Burman majority that 
has been led by the Ne Win regime to regard the 
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rebellious groups as insurgents, fighting for self-interest 
gains and domination over the areas where their lucra- 
tive business transactions take place, instead of ethnic 
nationalists desiring a genuine federal union. Perhaps 
the inability of the groups to take advantage of the 
volatile situation during last summer’s popular uprising 
also lends ciedence to this accusation. 


Uprising, Violence Detailed 
BK2307061789 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
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[Conclusion of a three-part article by Yan Ko Naing: 
“Unravelling an Enigmatic Burma’’] 


[Text] Under the Ne Win regime, student activism had 
been sporadic. The last big rebellion against authority, 
before last summer’s popular uprising, was in 1974 when 
it appeared that former United Nations Secretary Gen- 
eral U Thant would be given a funeral the young people 
considered inappropriate to his world status. 


The students knew U Thant only by his global reputa- 
tion, for he had not been a part of Burmese domestic 
politics and had lived abroad for decades. But U Thant 
symbolised a freer era and, as a former teacher, was a 
natural rallying point for the frustrated youngsters hard 
hit by the demonetisation. 


The long-smoldering campus tinderbox, close to explo- 
sion after years of political repression and aggravated by 
the economic policy shock in September 1987, was fully 
ignited the following March by a seemingly innocuous 
“town-gown” clash. 


In a tea shop near the Rangoon Institute of Technology, 
students and locals quarrelled and finally came to blows 
over the choice of music tapes being played. The police 
were summoned to break up the brawl, and their actions 
resulted in the death of a student. 


Thousands of his schoolmates later turned up at the 
scene and fought the hated lon-htein, or security policy, 
who retaliated with weapons and tear gas. 


The impact of the incident spread city-wide when it 
became known that 41 young men and women suffo- 
cated to death after being arrested and crammed for 
hours in an over-packed police van, and reports circu- 
lated that some young women rioters had been raped. 


In a rare display of public accountability—perhaps 
because the local police, not the army, had overreacted— 
the tatmadaw (military) announced an investigation into 
the incident. The sensitive atmosphere was further 
charged by reports that children of senior military offic- 
ers had been among the protesters. 
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Enter ex-Brigadier General Aung Gyi, 7!, formerly Gen 
Ne Win’s comrade and heir apparent, who had been 
running an empire of popular coffee shops since his 
ouster from power in 1963 by the army’s more radical 
left-wingers. 


Most probably with Ne Win’s knowledge, Aung Gyi 
wrote and distributed “open” letters to his former col- 
leagues in May, 1988—the first public criticism of gov- 
ernment policies in a quarter-century by a leading figure 
other than Ne Win. The letters, one almost 50 pages, 
were extraordinary for their candour and derision of a 
system that had turned Burma, “once so outstanding and 
rich”, into a “beggar”. 


Never directly critical of Ne Win, Aung Gyi wrote that 
““we cannot cover up our failures and weaknesses, our 
inability to achieve quality standards, and our lack of 
skills, and ignorance of world trade practices. Progress 
cannot be be made through arrogance and falsification of 
accounts.” Change must come, he pleaded: “There is no 
precedence in the world where continued authority is 
given to those who fail in their jobs. 


Surprisingly, Aung Gyi was not thrown into jail until 
much later, and then only briefly. 


On July 23, 1988, Ne Win, seeking to deflect popular 
wrath from the army, took personal responsibility for the 
student deaths the previous March, though he had been 
in Europe at the time. At an Extraordinary Party Con- 
gress of the Burma Socialist Programme Party (BSPP), 
the political arm of the tatmadaw, Ne Win submitted his 
resignation as party chairman, along with those of four 
close associates. 


He further astonished everyone by advocating a popular 
referendum for a multi-party system, implicitly admit- 
ting the failure of the Burmese socialist experiment while 
time remained to try a new course that might assure him 
a positive place in Burmese history. 


Ne Win Angry? 


Whether the BSPP’s decison to reject the referendum 
while accepting the resignations meant Ne Win tempo- 
rarily had lost control of the party, or whether the BSPP 
reacted as Ne Win expected (and thus reconfirmed his 
authority), is open to interpretation. One theory from 
informed sources in the military intelligence says that Ne 
Win was very angry with the BSPP rejecting his call for 
a referendum for a multi-party system and bided his time 
before opportunity in the form of the protests gave him 
the chance to utilise the network of the intelligence to 
ferment further unrest against the BSPP members before 
allowing the fatmadaw to crush the opposition and let 
everyone—on both sides—remember who wielded the 
real power. 
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Either by twist of fate or sleight of hand—only Ne Win’s 
closest associates know which—the man who took over 
the regime was Sein Lwin, head of the hated security 
police who had mismanaged the March incident. 


Sein Lwin, “the Butcher”, as he is often called, had also 
been involved in breaking up earlier riots—in 1962 when 
the Rangoon University students’ union building was 
dynamited, and again in 1974. 


Sheer outrage at the ascension of Sein Lwin, once Ne 
Win’s military “batman”, galvanised the previously 
improvised crowds of protesters into a formidable 
potential challenge to military rule—nearly _half- 
a-million thronged one demonstration in August. Sol- 
diers patrolling the cities had until this time refrained 
from violence, occasionally even fraternising with pro- 
testers. 


During Sein Lwin’s short reign, however, the army 
stunned the nation by firing into the crowds. Then, 
inexplicably, on August 10, soldiers shot at a group of 
nurses and doctors outside Rangoon General Hospital, 
killing five of them and triggering an immense backlash 
of anger. 


On August |2, after only 17 days in power, Sein Lwin 
was hurriedly replaced by Ne Win’s biographer, Dr 
Maung Maung, a civilian and western-educated lawyer 
who appeared to have substantial sympathy with the 
protesters’ demands. But it was too late. 


In an atmosphere of growing anarchy, sparked by iso- 
lated incidents of atrocities committed by both sides, the 
protesters were joined by some police, air force and navy 
personnel—although from the least important branches 
of the tatmadaw. Those defections served to awaken the 
proud armed forces to their desperate position. 


Finally, the soldiers were tremendously humiliated when 
the protesters almost succeeded in storming the Ministry 
of Defence and the Ministry of Trade in what would 
surely have been a bloodbath for the sma!] number of 
troops guarding the premises. 


That set off the September 18 coup that allowed the 
tatmadaw to once again “rescue” the nation from disin- 
tegration. Chief of Staff Gen Saw Maung, seeing the 
taimadaw lose control of the situation, ended the pro- 
tests by turning sheer firepower against the unarmed 
populations: He later told ASIAWEEK: “If we had 
waited for two more days, we would be in big trouble. 
(The opposition) had worked out who would take which 
portfolio or responsibility.... I believe that I saved the 
country from an abyss.” 


Despite Saw Maung’s fears, the political opposition in 
Burma was not a threat to the fatmadaw during last 
summer's upheaval. After the triumph of “people 
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power” in the Philippines and the ballot in South Korea, 
the world watched with disappointment the sudden and 
violent quelling of Burma’s spontaneous and short-lived 
“democracy movement”. 


No Organisation 


The Burmese students lacked organisation and were 
unable to produce a leader who could harness the pow- 
erful momentum of the demonstrations. The most prom- 
inent symbol of defiance was the portrait of indepen- 
dence leader Aung San, martyred before most of .the 
marchers were born. 


The leading dissidents who spoke at rallies between July 
and September, calling for an interim government to 
replace the military, included 83-year-old U Nu, two 
former military colleagues (Brig Gen Aung Gyi and Gen 
Tin U) of Ne Win and the Britain-based daughter of Gen 
Aung San (the father of Burma), Aung San Suu Kyi— 
none of them, at the time at least, capable of facing down 
the fatmadaw. 


Burma’s major international donors—the United States, 
West Germany and Japan—have, as an expression of 
their moral indignation, suspended foreign bilateral 
assistance totalling about Bt!0,000 million (approxi- 
mately US$400 million), most of it Japanese. This 
situation will be somewhat eased, however, by Japan's 
decision, announced in February 1989, to recognize the 
Saw Maung regime. Although it insisted that no new 
economic co-operation with Burma would take place 
until “the stability of the people’s livelihood” is assured, 
Tokyo also decided to resume aid already in the pipeline, 
probably pressured by the private Japanese corporations 
involved in construction projects. 


According to the World Bank, Burma’s official income 
per capita today is supposedly around Bt5,000 
(US$200); the growth rate of the country’s gross domes- 
tic product averaged a commendable 6.4 percent in 
1977-82, then dropped to one percent in 1986-87 and 
turned negative in 1988. But statistics, especially Bur- 
mese Government figures, only reflect the ever-shrinking 
portion of the economy that is measurable. They are 
misleading indicators of a country that cannot be cap- 
tured on paper, as Mr Burton Levin, US Ambassador to 
Burma, discovered soon after his arrival in Rangoon in 
1987: “There is a huge black market out there which is 
not reflected in statistics, and as bad as things were, the 
level of the standard of living that I encountered was 
higher than that when I first went to Taiwan in 1954, 
higher than I encountered when I went to Indonesia from 
1960 to 1963, and certainly higher than one frequently 
still encounters in China and Pakistan. In other words, 
the endemic malnutrition, the matchstick limbs, the 
swollen bellies, the people in rags—they just weren't 
there.” 


FBIS-EAS-89-141 
25 July 1989 


Burma’s unofficial trade may cover as much as 80 
percent of the economy. The shadow economy (which 
Burmese jokingly refer to as “State Corporation Number 
One’”’, or as the most successful of the official ““SEEs”’, or 
State Economic Enterprises), acts as a safety valve for 
what would otherwise be an intolerable situation. This 
huge free black market within Burma, which provides 
consumers with everything from Chinese tricycles to 
UNICEF-donated pharmaceuticals from Bangladesh, 
helped check the people’s desperation. 


Rice, the staple food in Burma, as elsewhere in Asia, has 
a significance within the society extending beyond mere 
economics: a typical greeting used by Burmese of all 
income levels and ages is a simple, “Have you eaten your 
rice yet?’’ Farmers and residents of the countryside who 
grow their own food, 85 percent of the population, have 
been more protected than those who depend on an urban 
cash economy from the ravages of Burmese socialism. 


After all, the government in Rangoon could not force 
farmers to do much except sell it annual quotas of rice at 
less than market prices. 


Nevertheless, farmers also had long-standing complaints 
against the Ne Win regime. Even the U Nu government, 
with a large number of foreign advisers, had allocated a 
disproportionately small amount of the national budget 
to agricuiture, although its post-World War II recovery 
lagged dangerously behind other less crucial sectors of 
the economy. 


In the early 1950’s Burma controlled 28 percent of the 
world rice trade; by 1970, a measly two percent. Under 
Ne Win, the industrial sector continued to receive most 
development attention: a temporary shift in develop- 
ment priorities during the early 1970’s from heavy 
industry to agriculture was only partially successful. 


The most profitable commodity exported from Burma, 
of course, is opium. The central government can never 
hope to regulate the illegal drug trade because opium 
poppies are grown in remote territories controlled by the 
Burmese Communist Party and the Shans, and to a lesser 
extent by Wa ethnic rebels. A bumper opium crop of 
around 1,300 tons was projected for 1989, even before 
the United States suspended payment of US$12 million 
(about Bt300 million) in bilateral aid to Burma, most of 
it for eradicating opium crops by aerial spraying of 
chemicals. 


Burma’s external debt is nearly Bt! 25,000 million (US$5 
billion), negligible perhaps compared in aggregate to 
Brazil's, but indicating a dangerously high debt-service 
ratio of at least 80 percent, perhaps higher. Moreover, 
the public sector and official economy suffer from a kyat 
that is grossly overvalued (by as much as 500 percent). 
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Burma’s big debt will no doubt reinforce its traditional 
fear of foreigners. Largely as a reaction to colonial rule, 
when much of its economy was in the hands of foreign- 
ers, Burma equates the outside world with exploitation, 
and foreign economic systems as antithetical to nation- 
alism and self-reliance. 


Shu Muang 


Negative attitudes still persist toward ethnic Indians and 
Chinese, both of which groups are still active in the 
economy. Such antipathy was forged in the days when 
Rangoon was an overseas Indian city, controlled by 
moneylenders and traders from the sub-continent whose 
influence extended well into the rural sector. (Anti- 
Chinese riots came much later, in the 1960's, at the time 
of the Cultural Revolution.) These racial tensions endure 
despite the fact that many »rominent citizens are 
“tainted” with foreign blood—for example Ne Win, 
born Shu Muang, who is thought to be part Chinese. 


Burma seems to be willing to let one foreign nation act as 
mentor on the slow road to modernity—Japan, which 
has a unique opportunity to use its enormous economic 
clout to encourage political and economic reform in a 
country that has devoured billions of yen with little 
accountability. 


Coincidentally, before the uprising began last year, 
Japan had just advised visiting Burmese Government 
officials to start reassessing their economic policies. 
Japan’s relationship with Burma is complex, however, 
partly emotional and not entirely yen-based. Both coun- 
tries seem to cherish memories of the Japanese-spon- 
sored training of Burma’s early nationalist group, the 
legendary “Thirty Comrades” who included both Aung 
San and Ne Win. 


Although the Japanese were largely responsible for the 
devastation of Burma during World War II—in Asia, the 
severity of the war-time destruction in Burma was per- 
haps second only to that which occurred in Japan itself— 
the Burmese have not displayed toward their former 
enemies the ambivalence that they harbour toward the 
West and western culture. 


Only a few years ago Burma received the single biggest 
share of Japanese technical foreign aid, indicating the 
special concern of the Japanese. 


The Burmese military seems to have no problem finding 
suppliers for replenishing its arms and weapons arsenal, 
including nations that have publicly denounced Burma 
and ostensibly cut off aid. Burma’s sole foreign joint 
venture is with the West German firm Fritz Werner 
Industrie-Ausrustungen, which among many other 
things, manufactures and exports arms and chemicals. 
Significantly, 88 percent of Fritz Werner Industrie-Aus- 
rustungen shares are indirectly controlled by the West 
German Government, and some of the company’s direc- 
tors are West German Government officials. Bonn was 
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the second-largest donor of foreign aid to Burma until it 
suspended aid last year, and its apparent role in supply- 
ing arms to a land engaged in a protracted civil war 
seems hypocritical. 


Since 90 percent of Burma’s foreign exchange comes 
from foreign grants and aid, the wisdom of bartering 
arms with gems, minerals and other exportable commod- 
ities rather than using revenue from these natural 
resources for natioual development is highly question- 
able (Saw Maung admitted recently to using 80 percent 
of Burma’s iotal reserves for defence this year.) 


‘Golden Arc’ 


If Burma had erupted 25 years earlier the reaction of 
neighbouring nations and the superpowers would have 
been totally different. But the region’s geopolitics have 
shifted, due to China’s modernisation drive and India’s 
self-appointed role as protector of democracy and stabil- 
ity in the sub-continent, and will likely shift further in 
light of an impending Sino-Soviet rapproachement. 


Historically introverted Thailand, meanwhile, has taken 
a surprisingly aggressive ap, roach towards its neighbour. 
Several Thai companies have rushed in to strike busines? 
deals, worth millions of baht, for fishing, hotel and 
logging concessions. The latter is particularly troubling 
after Thailand’s passage of a strict new antideforestation 
law. While India has reacted with hostility to the “new” 
Burmese regime, closing off trade routes between the two 
countries, Thailand is making a concerted effort to be 
friends with the Saw Maung government in order to 
launch—with a view to dominating—a regional “Golden 
Arc” of developing nations, including Burma, Laos, 
Cambodia and Vietnam. 


The Saw Maung regime, eager to project stability and 
openness, has announced a number of quick fixes, such 
as changing the name of Burma to Myanma, the capital 
of Rangoon to Yangon and renaming the Burma Social- 
ist Programme Party (BSPP) a less threatening 
“National Unity Party” (NUP). The border trade 
between Burma and China’s Yunnan Province, esti- 
mated to be around Bt235 billion (US$1 billion) annually 
both ways, has been legitimised. A liberal code regulating 
foreign investment was hastily drawn up last November, 
followed by an announcement lifting the prohibition of 
onshore oil exploration. 


Much of the country’s riches, however, lie in remote 
areas made inaccessible by lack of basic infrastructure 
and a protracted civil war between the Government 
forces and the ethnic rebels. Despite the promise of 
economic reform, without a realistic political solution to 
the draining ethnic wars, there can be no long-term 
prospects for peace and prosperous stability in Burma. 


What the country really deserves is free and fair elections 
for all people in Burma, including the ethnic groups who 
have indicated a willingness to discuss reconciliation 
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with Rangoon. The fatmadaw must not intimidate the 
opposition, like harassing the popular National League 
for Democracy Party and placing their Secretary General 
Aung San Suu Kyi under house arrest. The tatmadaw 
must risk a fair contest if it wants to legitimise its claim 
as a true defender of Burma. Whatever form of govern- 
ment eventually evolves from Burma's belated brush 
with democracy (a constitutional dictatorship) will be 
the result of a totally and uniquely Burmese solution to 
the challenge. 


However, analysing the latest martial law decrees 
announced recently, the decree to allow junior com- 
manders to mete out punishment, including death, to 
offenders in their respective districts indicate that the 
top people in the fatmadaw are setting up long-term 
barricades to deflect criticism from themselves by deal- 
ing with trouble on a district by district basis with the 
junior commandeis given the first taste of absolute 
authority without waiting for orders from above. 


It could also be Ne Win’s final legacy to the nation— 
turning the country into a land of military warlords with 
a strong charismatic leader or min /aung (saviour-king) 
coming out of the chaos. 


Cambodia 


Hun Sen Meets With Shevardnadze in Moscow 
BK2507054289 Phnom Penh SPK in English 
0218 GMT 25 Jul 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK July 24—Hun Sen, Politburo 
member of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampu- 
chea Central Committee, chairman of the Council of 
Ministers and foreign minister of the State of Cambodia, 
stopped over in Moscow July 21! on his way to Paris for 
his fifth round of talks with Prince Sihanouk and for 
International Conference on Cambodia. 


While there, Hun Sen held talks with E. Shevardnadze, 
Politburo member of the C.P.S.U. Central Committee 
Soviet foreign minister. 


.he two sides discussed issues relating to the situation 
around Cambodia and the preparation for the interna- 
tional conference on Cambodia. 


Chairman Hun Sen informed Foreign Minister Shevard- 
nadze of the adoption by the Cam! dian National 
Assembly on the statement on Cambo iia’s permanent 
neutrality. The Soviet Foreign Minister expressed sup- 
port for the State of Cambodia's policy of national 
reconciliation and peace. 


He said the new situation around Cambodia has created 
practical prerequisites for the settlement of the Cambo- 
dian issue. He brought out the importance of the contin- 
ued efforts to be made by the participants in the talks 
between the Cambodian parties to accelerate the process 
of national reconciliation in Cambodia. 
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The two sides expressed the hope that the Paris talks 
between the Cambodian parties scheduled for late July 
would proceed in that spirit. The two sides stressed that 
the most impertant thing 1s to base on the concrete 
agreements reached at JIM-! and JIM-2 [first and second 
Jakarta informal meetings] as well as at previous bilat- 
eral and multilateral Cambodian meetings. The two 
sides affirmed that they would strive for a prompt 
comprehensive solution to the Cambodian issue and 
held that the Paris conference would contribute to that 
end. 


The two sides shared the view that the international 
conference on Cambodia should concentrate on such 
fundamental questions as measures to prevent a civil war 
and the recurrence of the genocidal Pol Pot regime in 
Cambodia after the complete pullout of Vietnamese 
troops from Cambodia, to end foreign military supply to 
all opposing Cambodian parties and to ensure the inde- 
pendence, neutrality, and nonalignment of the State of 
Cambodia. One of the key tasks of the conference, they 
noted, is to set up an effective international mechanism 
to control and supervise the troop pullout and the 
execution of agreements on Cambodia. They believed 
that the outcome of the international conference on 
Cambodia would be an important factor for the consol- 
idation of positive trends in Souteast Asia in order to 
establish peace, stability and mutually beneficial coop- 
eration among countries in the region. 


E. Shevardnadze reaffirmed the Soviet Union's readi- 
ness to participate in the international conference on 
Cambodia. 


The talks took place in an atmosphere of mutual under- 
Standing. 


Chea Sim Meets Former Newspaper Editor 
BK 2407073989 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 24 July 89 


[Text] On the afternoon of 22 July, at the office of the 
Kampuchean United Front for National Construction 
and Defense [KUFNCD], (Khuon Thai), former 
SOVANNAPHUM [a Cambodian daily published in 
Cambodia during the days of Sihanouk and Lon Nol] 
newspaper chief editor, currently residing in the United 
States, paid a courtesy call on and took leave of Comrade 
Chea Sim, party Central Committee Political Bureau 
member and chairman of the National Assembly and of 
the KUFNCD. 


On the occasion, (Khuon Thai) thanked the State of 
Cambodia Government for permitting himself and other 
compatriots living abroad to visit and perform a fact- 
finding mission to their homeland, especially for creat- 
ing all kinds of opportunities for them to visit their 
relatives at their native villages. He also briefed Com- 
rade Chea Sim about what he had witnessed at a number 
of localities during his stay in Cambodia. 
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For his part, Comrade Chea Sim welcomed visits by 
(Khuon Thai) and all other compatriots and pointed out 
the developments achieved by the Cambodian people 
who have strived to restore and rebuild from scratch the 
entire infrastructure of the country, which was utterly 
ruined by the genocidal Pol Pot regime. 


The comrade also expressed his confidence that with the 
visit, all compatriots would, after returning home, help 
give an account of the reality in Cambodia and the 
policies of national reconciliation and openness adopted 
by the party and State of Cambodia to our compatriots 
living abroad so that they will be more aware of the 
country’s current situation and ready to participate in 
building the Cambodian motherland toward prosperity. 


Heng Samrin, Bou Thang Visit Ratanakiri 
BK2507065789 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Text] On 21 July, a high-ranking delegation of the party 
and State of Cambodia led by Comrade Heng Samrin, 
general secretary of the party Central Committee and 
chairman of the State of Cambodia's Council of State, 
visited cadres, party members, combatants, workers, and 
people in Ratanakiri Province. Accompanying Comrade 
Heng Samrin were Comrade Bou Thang, member of the 
Political Bureau of the party Central Committee and 
vice chairman of the State of Cambodia's Council of 
Ministers, and many comrade ministers and deputy 
ministers. 


During the | and '2 day visit to Ratanakiri Province, the 
comrade general secretary listened to the political report 
of the provincial party committee on the situation during 
the past 6 months; visited the provincial rubber planta- 
tions and rubber processing plant; talked to cadres, party 
members, combatants, personnel, and workers of the 
provincial services, visited monks and lay people in the 
Ban Lung provincial seat; and visited and talked to 
cadres, personnel, combatants, and people in Ban Lung 
District. On each visit, the comrade general secretary 
distributed gifts of consumer goods and money to the 
people. 


On 22 July, the delegation safely returned to Phnom 
Penh. 


Chea Sim Chairs Armed Forces Meeting 
BK2507072789 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Text] On the morning of 24 July, a meeting on building 
the Cambodian People’s Armed Forces was held at the 
Chattomuk conference hall with the participation of 
many delegations from provinces, municipalities, and 
central services and ministries. Presiding over the meet- 
ing were, among others, Comrade Chea Sim, member of 
the Political Bureau of the party Central Committee, 
chairman of the National Assembly, chairman of the 
National Council of the Kampuchean United Front for 
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National Construction and Defense. and chairman of the 
Central Committee’s Recruitment Council; Comrade 
General Bou Thang, member of the Political Bureau of 
the party Central Committee. vice chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, and chief of the General Political 
Department of the Cambodian People’s Army: Comrade 
Mat Ly. member of the Political Bureau of the party 
Central Committee, vice chairman of the National 
Assembly. and chairman of the Cambodian Federation 
of Trade Unions, Comrade General Tie Banh, member 
of the Political Bureau of the party Central Committee. 
vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, and defense 
minister, and Comrade Nguon Nhel, member of the 
Political Bureau of the party Central Committee and 
secretary of the Phnom Penh City Party Committee. 


Opening the meeting, Comrade Chairman Chea Sim said 
that during the past over 10 years of implementing the 
resolutions of the fourth and fifth party congresses. we 
have used combined forces, combined measures, and 
combined means to develop Cambodian society and 
expand achievements in every field. We are continuing 
to make progress and win new and greater victories. 
particularly in the military and security fields and in the 
social order. Comrade Chairman Chea Sim called on 
members of the meeting to pay close altention to dis- 
cussing and appropriately contributing to correctly 
assessing the building of armed forces in the past so as to 
learn for future building. Furthermore. participants 
should take part in exchanging and defending views and 
to use these discussions to achieve higher efficiency 
aimed at successfully fulfilling the resolutions of the 
party fifth congress and the second national meeting of 
cadres. 


Comrade Chairman Chea Sim expressed the firm belief 
that members of the meeting will raise their sense of 
responsibility and actively contribute to expanding a 
democratic attitude of speaking truthfully and honestly 
so that the meeting will achieve fine and cordial results 
and be unanimous on its views and activities. 


National Assembly Session Hailed as Success 
BK 2307100989 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 2300 GMT 21 Jul 89 


[PRACHEACHON editorial: “Strive To Successfully 
Implement the Resolutions of the | 7th Session of the Ist 
National Assembly” —date not given] 


[Text] With a lofty spirit of responsibility for the destiny 
of the people and our beloved motherland. the | 7th 
session of the Ist National Assembly of the State of 
Cambodia. held 11-20 July 1989. successfully concluded 
with fine results. 


At this session, the National Assembly clearly showed 
the dynamic influence of our society's intellectual initia- 
uve, which 1s not only inexhaustible but has also con- 
Siantly increased on the basis of listening to the people. 
Apart from hearing reports by the Counc! of State. the 
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National Assembly. the Council of Ministers, the Peo- 
ple’s Supreme Court. the Attorney General attached to 
the People’s Supreme Court. and the comments of the 
National Assembly's four commussions—which reflected 
the activities and the situation in the first half of the 
year—the National Assembly members pooled their 
intelligence. understanding. and concrete experiences 
and exercised their sense of responsibility toward the 
electorate. They expressed their views and meticulously 
debated every issue. All the views expressed by National 
Assembly members are relevani to the aspiration and 
demands of the people throughout the country and 
respond to the needs of society nc w and in the future. On 
every issue, the National Assembly correctly assessed 
and scrupulously discussed the problems and shoricom- 
ings to be overcome. improved. and carned oul on time 
in accordance with the nature of each task within the 
conditions of our country and nation. 


The National Assembly session squarely faced reality 
and dared to frankly speak the truth and put forth 
constructive initiatives for use as the basis for discus- 
sions to improve and speed up the evolution of society 
and the state. All this reflects the unanimity and solidar- 
ity. the political firmness, and the profound view of all 
National Assembly members in implementing the sira- 
tegic tasks and the three goals put forth by the fifth party 
congress. 


At this session. the National Assembly unanimously 
adopted a decision on altering the 1959 state budget and 
12 laws, including important laws—namely those on 
foreign investment in Cambodia. on import-cxpori 
taxes, on marriage and family. on the duty to defend the 
motherland. and on legal procedures in a criminai tithu- 
nal. All these laws will add to the body of existing ‘aw to 
become a legal system ensuring the administration of the 
State, society. economy. democratic mghis and freedom. 
and the interests of the masses and people in accordance 
with the open-door and flexible policies of our party and 
State. 


The National Assembly voted to include Pung Peng 
Cheng. former Cambodian political personality abroad. 
in the Council of Ministers as assistant minister to the 
comrade chairman of the Counci! of Ministers. On the 
basis of expanding economic and trade relations with 
foreign countries and the encouragement to use to the 
maximum the financial. material, and spiritual resources 
in our society. the National Assembly also clected Mrs 
Pung Peng Cheng. former Cambodian political person- 
ality abroad, as a member of the Council! of State to 
enable this representative body of our State of Cambodia 
to Carry Out tasks appropnate with the new significance 
of our amended constitution. 


Members of the Naisonal Assenbly also unanimously 
agreed to issue a National Assembly statement on the 
permanent neutrality of the State of Cambodia and 
expressed the firm beliei that this statement will be 
widely welcomed and supported by people the worid 
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over and by international public opinion to preserve and 
defend the Cambodian motherland’s identity as an inde- 
pendent ?nd sovereign state with territorial integrity, 
neutrality, and nonaligned status. This is also a major 
contributiua toward ensuring security, stability, and 
cooperation in Southeast Asia and world peace. 


The success of the 17th Sessio of the Ist National 
Assembly is a source of great encouragement for the 
entire party, army, and people to move forward and 
better carry out their tasks in the new phase of defending 
and building our motherland. In the first half of this 
year, we had pooled the motherland’s vast forces to 
overcome and resolutely advance on every front and 
greatly contributed to creating and strengthening the 
Strategic advantage of the motherland. On the military 
battlefield, with the spirit of assuming themselves the 
tasks, our armed forces continue to increase the advan- 
tageous position of strength and victory and of being the 
master along the border and inside the country. We have 
rendered the enemies weak and prevented them from 
achieving their ambitions. 


On the economic front, thanks to our economic reforms, 
all economic aspects have been expanded and their role 
enhanced, and remarkable progress has been achieved. 
We are currently in the fourth year of the implementa- 
tion of the restoration and socioeconomic development 
program of our first 5-year plan. In every field we have 
achieved progress worthy of pride. However, more 
efforts are required to definitively achieve the plan. To 
enable us to have the necessary strength, particularly 
political, military, and diplomatic, the economic sector 
must take further steps quickly. If the economy is devel- 
oped, it will influence and change other sectors. 


Our tasks in the second half of 1989 are immense and 
heavy. Cambodia’s own forces should move toward 
assuming their tasks themselves. This requires a power- 
ful combined force. Therefore, all sectors, levels, cadres, 
party members, combatants, and people should vigor- 
ously strive to actively implement all resolutions of the 
| 7th Session of the Ist National Assembly. In the imme- 
diate future, we should pool all forces in every sector, 
especially relying on new economic findings, and use 
every possibility resolutely and with a lofty sense of 
responsibility to end the atmosphere of uncertainty, the 
lack of mastership spirit in administration, and anarchy 
in taking responsibility. There should be quick measures 
to solve the problems of inactivity, bureaucratism, 
medium-speed, and monopoly aimed at achieving the 
1989 state plan. The spirit of implementing and respect- 
ing laws should be constantly increased. All of us should 
actively contribute to transforming laws into measures to 
expand the glorious civilization of the nation and the 
brilliant traditions of society, the prestige, and modest, 
honest, and correct character with lofty morale of our 
people. 


Front institutions, trade unions, women’s associations, 
and youth associations—which represent wide circles 
throughout the country—should heighten their spirit to 
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defend and protect rights and freedom and the legitimate 
interests of members and workers to provide a new 
impetus contributing to national defense and construc- 
tion. 


Stance on ‘Permanent Neutrality’ Lauded 
BK2207090589 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 2300 GMT 20 Jul 89 


[PRACHEACHON editorial: “For Perpetual Peace in 
Cambodia and for Peace and Stability in Southeast 
Asia’’—date not given] 


[Text] Prompted solely by the lofty desire for the Cam- 
bodian people to live in peace forever and to be free from 
the threat of the genocidal regime and destruction by 
war, at its | 7th Session the Ist National Assembly of the 
State of Cambodia solemnly made a declaration on the 
permanent neutrality of the State of Cambodia. 


This statement of historic significance once again man- 
ifests our state’s policy of peace, friendship, and cooper- 
ation and the realistic goodwill guaranteed by the Con- 
stitution, the supreme law of the State of Cambodia. 


For the past more than 10 years, out of their desire to live 
in peace and to build and develop their country by 
themselves through the use of their own capabilities, 
strength, and creativity coupled with the valuable assis- 
tance from friendly Vietnam, Laos, and the Soviet 
Union and all the brothers and friends near and far, the 
Cambodian people, who have just emerged from the 
genocidal peril of the Pol Pot clique, have revived and 
the State of Cambodia has been controlling the entire 
country and developed rapidly, thus ensuring a stable life 
for the people. 


Prompted by the firm and rapid growth of the nation, 
which is consolidating its positions of strength and 
victory and advancing toward assuming the tasks of 
national defense and construction by itself, the State of 
Cambodia has implemented a flexible diplomatic policy 
on the basis of national reconciliation coupled with the 
restoration and expansion of its relations and coopera- 
tion with neighboring countries which have different 
social systems, thus enabling the world to clearly see its 
genuine goodwill for peace. 


The peace initiatives, constructive proposals, and vari- 
ous concrete measures proposed and taken successively 
by the State of Cambodia have made a positive contri- 
bution to breaking the deadlock surrounding the Cam- 
bodian problem and the problems of peace and stability 
in Southeast Asia. 


Following the second Jakarta informal meeting [JIM 2] 
there emerged new prospects for a solution to the inter- 
national aspects of the Cambodian problem, that is the 
withdrawal of the Vietnamese army volunteers is closely 
linked to the prevention of the revival of the genocidal 
Pol Pot regime, the cessation of foreign intervention and 
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foreign military aid to the Cambodian factions, as well as 
the prevention of civil war, the establishment of an 
effective control mechanism on the above-mentioned 
processes, and the convening of an international confer- 
ence to ensure the independence, neutrality, and non- 
alignment of Cambodia. 


It is regrettable, however, that the other Cambodian 
groups have foiled the results of JIM 2, thus causing 
great confusion to the settlement of the international 
aspect of the Cambodian problem. 


The demand by the other side that the government of the 
State of Cambodia be dissolved and a four-party coali- 
tion government together with a four-party army of 
equal numbers of troops be set up before the elections 
and the demand by some countries that a so-called 
international peacekeeping force be sent to Cambodia 
are all unreasonable demands which will only cause a 
deadlock to the Cambodian problem and which consti- 
tute an intervention in the State of Cambodia’s internal 
affairs by foreign countries. 


With or without a political solution to the Cambodian 
problem, within the next 2 months all the Vietnamese 
army volunteers will be withdrawn from Cambodia. 


Knowing the value of peace and desiring to achieve 
peace, at all times and in all circumstances, with or 
without a political solution, the State of Cambodia will 
remain a permanently neutral state. 


The National Assembly’s declaration on the permanent 
neutrality of the State of Cambodia clearly emphasizes 
that the State of Cambodia pursues the principles of 
peaceful coexistence, of expanding the ties of friendship 
and cooperation with all countries regardless of their 
social and political systems, primarily with the neighbor- 
ing countries, noninterference in and nonaggression 
against other countries, of settling all problems through 
peaceful means, and of respecting each other’s interests. 
Moreover, it will not join any military alliance and any 
pact which run counter to Cambodia’s neutrality and 
will not allow the presence of any foreign forces or 
military bases in Cambodia nor the use of Cambodian 
territory for interference in the internal affairs of other 
countries. Nevertheless, the State of Cambodia preserves 
the right to defend its independence, sovereignty, terri- 
torial integrity, and permanent neutrality status, to the 
full limits allowed by the UN Charter and the principles 
of the Nonaligned Movement. 


We would like to appeal to all countries and parties 
concerned to jointly strive to enable the international 
conference on Cambodia to be held soon in Paris to 
achieve success in accordance with the principles that 
the international aspects of the Cambodian problem 
should be settled by the two warring Cambodian sides, 
the group of Indochinese countries, the group of the 
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ASEAN nations, and all countries concerned while the 
internal aspect of the Cambodian problem should be 
resolved by the Cambodian groups themselves. 


Our people enthusiastically welcome and support our 
National Assembly’s declaration on the permanent neu- 
trality of the State of Cambodia. 


At the same time, we would like to extend best wishes for 
success to the delegation of the government of the State 
of Cambodia led by Council of Ministers Chairman 
Comrade Hun Sen in its talks with Sihanouk and the 
tripartite groups and at the international conference on 
Cambodia to be held in Paris, for perpetual peace in 
Cambodia and for peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 


250,000 Tonnes of Paddy Purchased in 6 Months 
BK2507071289 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 25 Jul 89 


[Excerpt] From the beginning of the purchasing season to 
10 July, over 250,000 tonnes of paddy, or 60 percent of 
the plan, had been purchased nationwide. The result was 
10 percent less compared to the same period last year. 
[passage omitted] 


Rival Forces Reportedly Battle on Thai Border 
BK2507034589 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Jul 89 p 2 


{By Kokhet Chanthaloetlak] 


[Text] Fierce battles between rival Cambodian forces 
flared up early yesterday morning on Cambodian soil 
opposite the Thai border village of Nong Chan in Ta 
Phraya district here, field military sources reported. 


The sources said more than 100 rounds of artillery shells 
were heard pounding border areas near Nong Chan from 
4 am to 6 am yesterday morning. 


The Phnom Penh force were apparently attacking a 
black-market village where Thai villagers traded goods 
with non-communist and Khmer Rouge guerrillas. 


Non-communist resistance sources plan to launch a 
counter offensive against the Vietnam-Phnom Penh 
forces taking positions in areas opposite Non Mak Mun 
village of Thailand in the next few days. 


In Khlong Hat sub-district nearby, Cambodian inhabit- 
ants of Site 8 yesterday started returning to the refugee 
camp which came under heavy artillery attack by pro- 
Vietnam forces last Saturday. The attack forced about 
35,000 Cambodian civilians to escape to Ta Ngok village 
a few kilometres away to take temporary shelter. 
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Conditions for Cease-Fire Agreement Outlined 
BK2307021589 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 22 Jul 89 


{[Unattributed commentary: “The Cease-Fire Should Be 
Within the Framework of an Agreement on Solving the 
Cambodian Problem Politically and Comprehensively”’] 


[Text] According to reports from Vietnam, when Hun 
Sen goes to Paris the Hanoi Vietnamese leaders have 
directed puppet Hun Sen that, during the upcoming talks 
in Paris, efforts should be made to push for a cease-fire 
agreement with the resistance; apart from this no con- 
cession should be made, such as the one on dissolving the 
puppet regime and on the setting up of a four-party 
government or a four-party army. 


This clearly shows that the Hanoi Vietnamese have not 
changed their stand on the Cambodian problem. This 
cease-fire raised by Vietnam is an outdated maneuver of 
the Vietnamese in an attempt to get the resistance to stop 
fighting the Vietnamese Army and aggressor forces 
throughout Cambodia which continue to firmly occupy 
the country. This is unacceptable to Cambodia’s nation- 
alist resistance forces because this kind of cease-fire is 
like tying one’s hands and letting the Vietnamese destroy 
the resistance forces at will, thereby continuing to 
occupy Cambodia. The three nationalist resistance 
forces of the Coalition Government of Democratic Kam- 
puchea [CGDK] hold that the cease-fire should be within 
the framework of an agreement to solve the Cambodian 
problem politically and comprehensively which 
includes: 


1. The genuine and unconditional withdrawal of all 
Vietnamese aggressor troops and forces from Cambodia 
in accordance with a clear timetable within a 2-month 
period from the cease-fire under the rigorous and effec- 
tive supervision of the UN international control organi- 
zation. The cease-fire will be effective from the day 
Vietnam begins to withdraw its troops from Cambodia 
and will continue until Vietnam withdraws all its troops 
from the country. 


2. The simultaneous dissolution of the illegitimate pup- 
pet regime, propped up by hundreds of thousands of 
Vietnamese aggressor troops, and the State of Demo- 
cratic Kampuchea. 


3. The setting up of a provisional four-party government 
led by Samdech Norodom Sihanouk to organize general 
and free elections in Cambodia under the supervision of 
the UN international control organization. 


If the Hanoi Vietnamese want a cease-fire, if they want 
to withdraw their forces, and if they really want to solve 
the Cambodian problem, they should sign an agreement 
with the CGDK on these issues at the upcoming inter- 
national conference on Cambodia in Paris and in front 
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of the secretary general of the United Nations, the five 
members of the UN Security Council, and various coun- 
tries attending the conference to get them to guarantee 
this agreement. 


Phnom Penh Claim on Neutrality Termed ‘Lie’ 
BK2207113589 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 22 Jul 89 


{Political commentary: “Shameless Lie’’] 


[Text] The saying goes that a liar always suffers the 
consequences of his lie, and the lie uttered recently by 
Vietnam and its puppets befits this saying. 


In recent days, while the world community was demand- 
ing that Cambodia be turned into an independent and 
neutral country as before, the Cambodian group 
installed in Phnom Penh by Vietnam claimed that its 
regime is neutral and that there are currently no foreign 
military bases in Cambodia. This is a shameless lie. 


All of us want to know what it is that shows the Heng 
Samrin regime is a neutral regime? A neutral country 
means a country which is independent and does not lean 
toward any particular bloc. Since the Heng Samrin 
regime was created and installed by Vietnam, since there 
are Vietnamese troops almost everywhere in Cambodia, 
and since those Cambodians leading this regime can only 
parrot the instructions of their Vietnamese masters, 
where is this regime’s neutrality? Independence and 
neutrality cannot exist Only on paper or in words. They 
must exist in concrete principles. 


A country can be neutral only when it enjoys indepen- 
dence. Cambodia can enjoy independence only when 
there are no longer any Vietnamese troops in its terri- 
tory, when the Vietnamese installed regime no longer 
exists, and when all Cambodians—the owners of the 
country—can vote to elect their own administrative 
regime. Only such a regime can be called an independent 
and neutral regime, and only when such a regime exists 
will there be genuine neutrality. This is the kind of 
neutral regime ‘at Cambodians fervently want, not one 
which is Outwar.ly neutral and inwardly a Vietnamese 
lackey. 


It is not difficult to understand why the Heng Samrin 
regime has announced its neutrality at this time. 


The international conference on Cambodia will be held 
in Paris, France, at the end of this month. There, the 
world community will certainly point at Hun Sen for 
being a Vietnamese puppet. The world community will 
also force Vieti.am to dissolve its puppet regime in 
Cambodia to allow the Cambodians to proceed with 
their national reconciliation and to enable Cambodia to 
enjoy genuine independence and neutrality. 


This is why Vietnam and its puppets have resorted to 
this pretext as a means to justify themselves beforehand. 
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All of this clearly shows that the Vietnamese remain as 
cunning and as tricky as ever. A leopard never changes 
its spots. 


Vietnamese leopards: if you persist in such malicious, 
spiteful, and cunning behavior, how can the Cambodian 
problem be resolved when the main key to this problem 
is in your hands? Very soon at the Paris international 
conference on Cambodia, you will certainly be con- 
demned even more vigorously if you do not abandon the 
tricky, cunning, and abject schemes you inherited from 
your forefathers. Do not forget that we are now at the 
end of the 20th century. 


Commentary on Troop Pullout, ‘Client Regime’ 
BK2207084789 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 22 Jul 89 


[Political commentary”: “Aspect of the Cambodian 
Problem’’] 


[Text] The Cambodian problem is the result of Viet- 
nam’s invasion. Vietnam has propped up a puppet 
communist regime in Cambodia and this regime is the 
barrier preventing Cambodians from being united and 
the Cambodian problem from being resolved. Although 
Vietnam has announced a troop pullout, it is still 
demanding that this puppet regime must be maintained 
in Cambodia, which means that Vietnam refuses to grant 
genuine independence to Cambodia. Although Vietnam 
has agreed to withdraw its troops from Cambodia, the 
current aspect of the Cambodian problem relates not 
only to the Vietnamese troop withdrawal but also to the 
issue of freeing Cambodia and the Cambodian people 
from Vietnam’s client regime. Cambodians cannot 
resolve the issue and be reconciled if these tasks are not 
within the framework of a provisional Cambodian gov- 
ernment that includes all Cambodian parties. To set up 
this provisional government, Vietnam’s puppet regime 
should first be dissolved. In solving the Cambodian 
problem, the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops and the 
dissolution of Vietnam’s puppet regime are one single 
aspect which cannot be separated. Vietnam has no right 
to set up an administration in Cambodia, which is an 
independent country and a member of the United 
Nations. 


The puppet regime created by Vietnam when its troops 
invaded and occupied Cambodia should be dissolved 
when the troops are withdrawn. So far, Vietnam, with 
the support of the group of Cambodians it props up, has 
opposed the dissolution of the puppet regime. The 
Opposition by Vietnam and its puppets is to solving the 
problem in Cambodia because it does not want a real 
solution to the Cambodian problem. It is dragging Cam- 
bodians onto the path Vietnam wants, namely pushing 
Cambodians to fight each other while Vietnam waits to 
reap the benefit. 
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In sum, the biggest obstacle to solving the Cambodian 
problem is Vietnam’s dirty plans, and the Cambodian 
problem can be solved only when Vietnam gives up this 
idea. To solve the Cambodian problem, Vietnamese 
troops should be withdrawn and Vietnam’s puppet 
regime dissolved. By doing so, the Cambodian problem 
would be clearly and definitively resolved. As things now 
stand, when the Vietnamese troops are withdrawn, its 
puppet regime will remain, a harmful microbe pushing 
Cambodians to fight fellow Cambodians to clear the way 
for Vietnam to annex Cambodian territory. 


View of Hun Sen’s SRV, USSR Stopovers 
BK2407034889 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 23 Jul 89 


[Station “short commentary”: “The Vietnamese and 
Soviet Leaders Summoned Their Lackey Puppet for 
Advice Before Allowing Him To Go to Paris” } 


[Text] Before going to Paris for attending the roundtable 
meeting and international conference on Cambodia. 
pupret Hun Sen traveled first to Hanoi and Moscow to 
meet and ask for advice from his masters. 


This is not surprising at all. The Hanoi authorities, 
before letting their lackey puppet make any clamorous 
statement at any place, always call him in for advice. In 
fact, the Vietnamese in Phnom Penh, who directly 
controiled the parrot Hun Sen, had already given advice 
and written a statement for him to learn by heart. And 
the Hanoi authorities’ calling him in was just for addi- 
tional advice and for testing him to see whether he 
learned the lesson by heart or not, because they feared 
that Hun Sen would not be able to thoroughly and 
correctly recite what was given to him. 


What did the Vietnamese ask their parrot to recite in 
Paris? People can easily imagine that the Vietnamese 
have nothing new for their puppet to say in Paris other 
than the deceiving Vietnamese troop withdrawal by this 
September, the change of Phnom Penh regime's appear- 
ance to fool the world into accepting it, and the denun- 
ciation of the patriotic Cambodian resistance forces 
fighting the Vietnamese aggressors. Their fundamental 
position toward the Cambodian problem—aiming at 
crushing the Cambodian resisiance and occupying Cam- 
bodia forever—remains perpetually unchanged. 


Laos 


U.S. Aid to Cambodian Resistance Denounced 
BK2507051389 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 25 Jul 89 


[PASASON commentary: “Washington’s Wrong Deci- 
sion Is an Act of Pouring Oil on a Fire’’—date not given] 


[Text] According to foreign news sources, the U.S. Sen- 
ate has decided to render aid amounting to $7 million to 
the Cambodian opposition factions in the 1990 fiscal 
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year. This has resulted from the pressure put on the 
House of Representatives by the Washington ruling 
circles. The pressure stems from the visit to a Cambo- 
dian refugee camp by Vice President Dan Quayle 
recently, during which he made an announcement on the 
aid. 


At present, the situation in Southeast Asia as well as the 
situation on the Cambodian problem favors a peaceful 
settlement of the problem through political means. The 
JIM | and JIM 2 [first and second Jakarta informal 
meetings], the joint statement of the three Indochinese 
countries on the withdrawal of all Vietnamese volunteer 
troops from Cambodia by the end of September this 
year, the fourth round of talks in Jakarta, Indonesia, 
between Hun Sen and Prince Sihanouk, and the two- 
party and four-party meetings in Paris, France, respec- 
tively on 24 and 25 July are all efforts to settle politically 
the Cambodian problem. The political settlement of the 
Cambodian problem must be related to the prevention of 
danger arising from the return of the genocidal Pol Pot 
regime. Resolute measures must be taken to deal with 
this issue, because it is regatded as the vital interest of 
the Cambodian people and the aspiration of various 
nations throughout the world. 


Washington’s wrong decision in this regard 1s contrary to 
the outcome of the JIM | in’ /)M 2 and to the 
agreement reached between Hun Se. and Prince Siha- 
nouk. It runs counter to the desire for peace of the 
Cambodian people as well as to public opinion in South- 
east Asia and the rest of the world, including public 
opinion in the United States itself. The decision has 
shown that the Washington ruling circles want to settle 
the Cambodian problem through the use of military 
might. Such a decision is like pouring oil on the flame of 
civil war just to cause it to spread further. No one knows 
when this fire will end. 


Everyone knows that Prince Sihanouk is president of the 
Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea and 
commander in chief of the tripartite forces. Since March 
this year, Prince Sihanouk and Son Sann have respec- 
tively become president and vice president of the so- 
called Supreme Council for National Defense. Thus it is 
certain that all the money the U.S. Senate has decided to 
give to the Sihanouk-Son Sann group for buying weapons 
and military equipment will tall into the hands of the 
Khmer Rouge, which hopes to return to power again in 
Cambodia. The above-mentioned support and assistance 
will not bring about any good and will not increase the 
power and influence of the so-called noncommunist 
opposition group. It will only obstruct and sabotage the 
fifth Sihanouk-Hun Sen meeting as well as the interna- 
tional conference on Cambodia scheduled to be held in 
August. 


The situation in the past 10 years or so has proven that 
it is the government of the State of Cambodia which has 
taken control of the entire Cambodian territory. The 
withdrawal of each batch of Vietnamese volunteer 
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troops, all of which will be withdrawn by the end of 
September this year, has reflected the growth and 
strength of the Kampuchean People’s Revolutionary 
Armed Forces—the forces which have elegantly stood in 
an offensive position and which have _ repeatedly 
launched attacks against the nests of the opposition 
forces along the Cambodian-Thai border, thus systemat- 
ically achieving victories and securely conirolling the 
Situation in the country. 


The said act of opposing the common trend of the world 
and the true situation in Cambodia will undoubtedly be 
defeated. The Cambodian people will never allow the 
reoccurrence of the bitter history. This is a fact that must 
be recognized. 


Government Statement on Cambodian Neutrality 
BK2407133589 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Statement of the Government of Lao People’s Demo- 
cratic Republic in support of the statement of Cambo- 
dian National Assembly “on permanent neutrality and 
the building of peace, freedom, neutrality, friendship, 
and cooperation in Southeast Asia”™] 


[Text] On 21 July {date as heard], the Government of the 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic [LPDR] issued a 
Statement in support of the statement issued by the 
National Assembly of Cambodia on permanent neutral- 
ity and the building of peace, freedom veutrality, friend- 
ship, and cooperation in Southeast A: 


Following are the important contents of the statement: 


1. On 20 July, the Cambodian National Assembly majes- 
tically issued a statement on the permanent neutrality of 
Cambodia. The statement reaffirmed that Cambodia 
will observe the principle of peaceful coexistence and 
develop friendship and cooperation with all countries 
regardless of their political and social systems, first of all 
with neighboring countries—on the basis of equality: 
respect for each other's independence, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity; nonaggression and noninterference 
in each other’s internal affairs; and peaceful settlement 
of problems based on the interests of all parties. The 
State of Cambodia will not involve itself in alliances with 
any military bloc detrimental to the neutrality of Cam- 
bodia, will not allow any military bloc to install its bases 
on the territory of Cambodia, and will not allow its 
territory to be used as a springboard for interference in 
other countries’ internal affairs. 


The statement continues: 


The statement of the Cambodian National Assembly 
clearly showed the strong aspirations and legitimate 
interests of the Cambodian people, who want to forever 
free themselves from the holocaust of the genocidal 
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regime and to live in peace and national reconciliation, 
aimed at healing the wounds of war and building a new 
plentiful life and genuine happiness. 


The LPDR Government highly values and completely 
supports the statement of the Cambodian National 
Assembly. The LPDR Government and the multiethnic 
Lao people call on all political parties, governments, and 
peace- and justice-loving peoples the world over to 
render vigorous support for the policy of permanent 
neutrality of Cambodia. We call on other countries to 
respect the independence, sovereignty, and permanent 
neutrality of this country. 


2. The LPDR Government holds that a State of Cambo- 
dia with peace, independence, freedom, and permanent 
neutrality constitutes one of the important factors con- 
tributing to peace, freedom, neutrality, friendship, and 
cooperation in Southeast Asia. At the same time, the 
building of Southeast Asia into a zone of peace, freedom, 
neutrality, friendship, and cooperation will also contrib- 
ute to guaranteeing the permanent neutrality of the State 
of Cambodia as well as a lasting peace in Southeast Asia. 


On the basis of this spirit and based on the 1955 
Bandung principle; the 1971 principle on turning this 
region into a zone of peace, freedom, and neutrality; the 
1976 Bali principle; and on the seven-point proposal 
advanced by the LPDR at JIM | [first Jakarta informal 
meeting] in April 1988 and the spirit of the UN Charter, 
the LPDR advances a proposal on building Southeast 
Asia into a zone of peace, freedom, neutrality, friend- 
ship, and cooperation in accordance with the following 
principles: respect for every country’s independence, 
sovereignty, and territorial integrity; respect for the 
maritime waters under the jurisdiction of each country 
and for the economic zones and seabeds of all countries 
in the Far East Sea; noninterference in each other’s 
internal affairs and nonuse of force in mutual relations; 
nonparticipation in any political or military alliance 
with countries inside or outside of this region aimed at 
Opposing each other and opposing other countries out- 
side of the region; nonuse of one own’s territory and 
territories of any countries to Oppose other countries; 
settlement of conflicts and disputes among countries 
through peaceful means; and effective cooperation on 
the basis of equality and mutual benefits among coun- 
tries in the economic, scientific, technical, and cultural 
fields. 


The LPDR Government fully hopes that the meeting 
between His Excellency Hun Sen and Samdech Noro- 
dom Sihanouk in Paris in July will produce progress, 
thus contributing to positively settling the Cambodian 
problem. Through peaceful negotiation based on the 
spirit of mutual understanding and respect, the countries 
in Southeast Asia will make joint efforts in trying to 
build Southeast Asia into a zone of peace, freedom, 
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neutrality, friendship, and cooperation in the interests of 
the peoples in the Southeast Asian countries, for lasting 
peace, and for development of all countries in Southeast 
Asia. 


[Dated] Vientiane, 24 July 1989 


Drought Threatens Rice Crop in Luang Prabang 
BK2507092289 Vientiane KPL in English 0908 GMT 
25 Jul 89 


[Text] Vientiane, July 25 (KPL)}—Rice cultivation in the 
northern province of Luang Prabang is facing severe 
drought, said Bouala Vongnouanlasi, head of the agri- 
culture service of Luang Prabang recently. 


According to him, two villages greatly affected by 
drought are Sangkhalok and Meuang Khai where just 
over 100 ha [hectares] out of 1,370 hectares of rice field 
have been ploughed. 


As far as rice transplantation in the district is concerned, 
only 10 percent out of 2,200 ha of rice field have been 
covered with seedlings. 


To improve the situation, agricultural specialists have 
been dispatched to production bases to cooperate with 
local people in digging and repairing irrigation networks. 


Philippines 


Aquino To Discuss Bases Issue With Bush 
HK2207042689 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0330 GMT 22 Jul 89 


[Text] President Aquino yesterday announced that 
stalled talks on the future of the two U.S. military 
facilities beyond 1991 will be convened in December this 
year. Mrs Aquino said she will discuss the fate of the U.S. 
bases with U.S. President Bush when she visits Wash- 
ington during the last quarter of this year. 


Vice President Salvador Laurel had earlier called for the 
immediate resumption of talks to close the military 
facilities in 5 to 10 years. But President Aquino has 
reiterated that she will keep her options open. 


Urged To Issue U.S. Removal Notice 
HK2507092589 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 25 Jul 89 


[Text] The progressive bloc in the House of Representa- 
tives today asked President Cory Aquino to give the 
United States notice for the removal of its military bases 
and its forces from the country next year. 


Sorsogon Representative Bonifacio Gillego said it is best 
for the government to give the United States notice 
before negotiations on the issue take place. In an inter- 
view, Gillego said: 
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[Begin Gillego recording in English] We in the progres- 
sive bloc would like to formulate a resolution and 
present it to the House of Representatives for the presi- 
dent to exercise the only option left within the mandate 
of the Constitution, that is to serve notice to the US. 
Government to remove the bases and the forces come 
September 16, 1990 because that is the one that is 
stipulated and mandated by our Constitution. And if we 
do that we have a stronger hand in the negotiations on 
the bases. [end recording] 


At the same time, Gillego said that President Aquino left 
out the issue of the U.S. military bases from her state of 
the nation address. 


He stressed that giving the United States notice now will 
strengthen the country’s hand in the coming negotiations 
with the United States on its military bases in the 
country. 


Aquino Hopes for Continued Japanese Support 
OW2507111189 Tokyo KYODO in English 0940 GMT 
25 Jul 89 


[Text] Manila, July 25 KYODO—President Corazon 
Aquino Tuesday expressed hopes that the newly-elected 
Japanese leaders will continue supporting her govern- 
ment in spite of the defeat of the ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) in Sunday’s polls for the upper house 
of the Japanese Diet. 


She also said Japan Socialist Party (JSP) leader Takako 
Doi has supported the Philippine aid plan, an interna- 
tional aid package backed by the U.S., Japan, and 17 
other countries to help revive the Philippine economy 
and alleviate poverty. 


Aquino made the remarks when asked by reporters for 
her reaction to the resignation of Japanese Prime Min- 
ister Sosuke Uno, who said he was taking responsibility 
for the LDP’s defeat the polls. 


“I would like to believe that whatever has been promised 
to us will continue to be followed by the government of 
Japan,” she said, referring to the 1.6 billion dollars 
pledged by Japan during the pledging session for the aid 
plan held in Tokyo early July. 


“In so far as the Socialists are concerned, I am told that 
Ms. Takako Doi has also been very supportive of the 
Philippines in so far as the Philippine aid plan is 
concerned,” she said in a news conference. 


“I am told that in the Japanese parliament, it is the 
Lower House that has more power in so far as the budget 
is concerned and since the LDP still has a very strong 
majority in the lower house, I suppose the LDP still 
continues to hold a lot of power,” she said. 
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“However,” she added, “I believe they will be looking at 
their showing and studying it very closely to analyze very 
closely what it is they can do, or what it is that the 
Japanese people are trying to tel] them.” 


Japan is the principal source of official development 
assistance for the Philippines, as well as a major trading 
partner. 


Border Talks With Malaysia To Resume 26-27 July 


Malaysia ‘Ready’ To Meet Aquino 
HK2107104189 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 21 Jul 89 pp 1, 7 


[By staff member Chay Florentino] 


[Text] Malaysian Government is ready to receive Presi- 
dent Aquino should she decide to visit Kuala Lumpur 
even as early as next month, a source *-om the Malaysian 
embassy told the CHRONICLE yesterday. 


“Preparations are not a problem,” the source said, 
referring to the disclosure made by Speaker Ramon 
Mitra last Tuesday that Mrs. Aquino was planning to 
visit Malaysia soon. 


The Department of Foreign Affairs, meanwhile, said it 
had received no confirmation yet from Malacanang’s 
protocol office on the supposed visit which, according to 
Mitra, was intended to thresh out the problem of Sabah, 
a thorn in Philippines-Malaysia relations which has 
remained since the revival of the Philippine claim to the 
State in the early 1960s. 


Should the visit push through, it would be the first to be 
made by a Philippine president in more than 10 years, 
the last one being in 1977 when former president Ferdi- 
nand Marcos visited Kuala Lumpur to attend the second 
summit of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). 


It was during this summit that Marcos first announced 
the Philippine irtention of dropping the country’s claim 
on Sabah. Marcus did not go beyond the pronounce- 
ment, however. 


Mitra’s disclosure coincides with Vice President Salva- 
dor H. Laurel’s ongoing tour of the ASEAN capitals of 
Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei and Thailand. 


The source said Laurel will have the opportunity of 
meeting no less than the heads of the Asean countries. 
Laurel, a presidential contender for 1992, is expected to 
discuss his party’s political agenda with the Asean heads 
of state who, except for Thai Prime Minister Chatchai 
Chunhawan, have all been his peers when he was foreign 
minister. 
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In a stopover to Thailand from her European tour last 
week, Mrs Aquino was met only by Thai Deputy Prime 
Minister Dhong Sarasin. Chatchai, according to Thai 
officials, was busy with parliament duties. 


Mitra’s disclosure, which has remained officially uncon- 
firmed, could be calculated to counter Laurel’s offensive, 
the source speculated. 


It is likewise largely possible that it could be an attempt 
by a group within Malacang to resurrect the Sabah issue, 
which has been buried in the Senate records, the diplo- 
matic source theorized. By floating the idea of a visit by 
Mrs Aquino to Malaysia, reactions could be gathered 
and the Senate could be pressured into adopting a more 
agreeable position on the Sabah issue. The Senate has 
refused to act on a bill sponsored by Sen. Leticia Ramos- 
Shahani, defining the country’s archipelagic baselines to 
exclude Sabah. 


Save for the resumption of two-day bilateral talks middle 
of next week on overlapping maritime claims between 
Manila and Kuala Lumpur, no other indication of 
progress On negotiations that are either related to, or 
involving Sabah, could be gleaned from the present state 
of affairs. 


The source said the Senate, particularly Senate President 
Jovito Salonga, remains the major stumbling block to an 
early resolution of the Sabah issue. 


A visit to Manila early this year of a “high-ranking 
Malaysian Cabinet official” produced no results either, 
said the source. The official met with the President, 
Manglapus, Mitra, Defense Secretary Fidel V. Ramos, 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Renato de Villa and 
Salonga to discuss the Sabah issue, but went home 
empty-handed. 


While the executive branch of Government, along with 
the House of Representatives and the military leader- 
ship, supports the dropping of the Philippine claim, the 
Senate has remained a staunch oppositor of the move. 


Because of the stalemate in negotiations, “there would be 
nothing to talk about” should President Aquino push 
through with the visit, the source said, adding that while 
the two ASEAN leaders could discuss other matters of 
interest to both the Philippines and Malaysia, “nothing 
substantial” would come out of the consultations. 


Compared with the other ASEAN countries which con- 
sult each other regularly, sometimes as much as four to 
five times a year, the source said, the Philippines is the 
“odd man out.” 
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Common Fishing Area Sought 
HK2207074489 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 22 Jul 89 p 3 


[By Luis Logarta] 


[Text] The Philippines and Malaysia will resume bilat- 
eral talks next week to resolve their problem concerning 
overlapping maritime boundaries and to determine an 
“economic zone” where fishermen from both countries 
can ply their trade without fear of arrest, the Department 
of Foreign Affairs [DFA] said yesterday. 


The DFA said in a press advisory that representatives of 
the two countries would meet in Kuala Lumpur on July 
26 and 27 for the third round of discussions on the 
sensitive issue. 


“It has been over a month since the last meeting, so I 
suppose they have now reached a decision on the Phil- 
ippine proposal,” a ranking DFA official who was a 
member of the Philippine delegation to the second round 
of talks said, on condition of anonymity. 


The Philippine delegation headed by DFA Legal Adviser 
Borje Coquiac asked its Malaysian counterpart in May to 
allow fishermen of both countries to fish in a common 
area extending to 200 miles from their respective shore- 
lines, without being apprehended or harassed by ele- 
ments of the Malaysian or Philippine navies. 


The source said members of the Malaysia delegation 
initially balked at the suggestion and said they would 
confer with higher authorities before committing to 
agreement. 


The Philippine delegation will be composed of Coquia, 
Defense Undersecretary Leo Quisumbing, Justice 
Undersecretary Eduardo Montenegro, and Philippine 
envoy to Malaysia Rodolfo Severino Jr. 


The Malaysia side will be led by Amb. Dato Abdul 
Majad Mohamad, Heliah Yuson, and Amb. Yaahya 
Babs. 


President Aquino To Visit Brunei 2-3 August 
HK2207074289 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 22 Jul 89 pp 1, 9 


[By staffmember Lito Zulueta] 


[Text] President Aquino will join other heads of South- 
east Asian states in celebrating the rite of passage next 
month of the Crown Prince of Brunei Darussalam. 


The President, according to Brunei embassy officials. 
will be the lone female head of state in the circumcision 
rite of Crown Prince Duli Pengirab Muda al-Nuhtadee 
Bildah, eldest son of King Bolkiah Hassanal. 
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The President told reporters she was happy to have been 
invited to the rite which, she explained, was a “very 
important religious ceremony” in Brunei. 


The overnight visit on August 2 to 3 will be the Presi- 
dent’s second to the mineral-rich island kingdom, the 
latest to join the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
and said to be the richest in the world in terms of per 
Capita income. 


The visit would also give the President a chance to have 
“informal” talks with other Asean leaders, particularly 
with Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammed, 
according to Press Secretary Adolfo Azcuna. 


Azcuna said the Brunei trip was probably what Speaker 
Ramon Mitra was talking about when the Speaker dis- 
closed earlier this week that the President would visit 
Malaysia next month. 


Azcuna recalled that the President had briefed the 
Speaker and other key Congress leaders about her trip to 
Brunei wherein she supposedly remarked that there 
would be “an occasion to talk with Mahathir.” 


The meeting of the two has been eagerly awaited due to 
the tense relations between the Philippines and Malaysia 
as a result of the country’s standing claim to Sabah. 


To ease the tension, Mrs. Aquino has certified as urgent 
a Senate bill sponsored by Sen. Leticia Shahani seeking 
to redefine the country’s territorial baseline so as to 
exclude Sabah. 


But the bill has met stiff opposition in the Senate. 


Malacanang last month had reiterated its commitment 
to drop the Sabah claim and pressed for the passage of 
Shahani’s bill. But Senate leaders indicated that the 
proposed measure would not be part of the chamber’s 
minimum legislative agenda for the third regular session 
that opens Monday. 


While admitting she had not finalized yet a meeting with 
Mahathir for the Brunei visit, Mrs. Aquino did not rule 
Out an arrangement with him. 


“I understand that all Asean heads of states or head of 
government have been invited,” she said. “it will be an 
excellent opportunity for all of us to be together and 
perhaps exchange (noted) on important matters either on 
a bilateral basis or on matters affecting the entire 
region.” 


She added she was making the visit despite the prospect 
of inviting new criticisms since the trip would occur just 
two weeks after her hectic tour to three European 
nations, described by her detractors as a “begging trip.” 
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“This will be for a very short period,” she said. 
“Probably I will not even be away for more than 24 
hours. 


“And I think :t will not look good either if I were the only 
one from Asean who was not there.” 


If the meeting with Mahathir pushes through, a ranking 
Malacanang official told the CHRONICLE, the Presi- 
dent would almost certainly raise the issue of Sabah 
along with other matters perceived to be irritants in 
Philippine-Malaysian relations. 


Aside from the Sabah claim, the official said, the Presi- 
dent would tackle with Mahathir protection for Filipino 
workers in Sabah, fishing privilege in waters that both 
countries claim to be within their territories, and the 
issue of the Moro National Liberation Front. 


Thousands of Filipinos are reportedly in Sabah for illegal 
employment and the Government seeks to ease their 
plight by forging a bilateral agreement with Malaysia for 
their welfare and protection. 


The Government also wants an assurance from Malaysia 
that Filipino fishermen will not be harassed or arrested 
by the Malaysian Coast Guard in waters disputed by 
both countries. 


Beijing Tourists Urged To Obey Martial Law 
HK2207062489 Quezon City Radyo Ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0600 GMT 22 Jul 89 


[Text] The Philippine Embassy in Beijing has advised 
Filipino tourists and travellers to China to observe 
guidelines enforced in connection with the continued 
implementation of martial law in the Chinese capital 
where thousands and thousands of protesters were killed 
last 4 June. 


Meanwhile, the Department of Foreign Affairs also 
urged tourists going to Beijing to obey the commands of 
soldiers enforcing martial law regulations. It added that 
instead of questioning guidelines issued by Chinese 
authorities, complaints should be forwarded to the Phil- 
ippine Embassy in Beijing. 


Congress’ Third Session Opens 24 July 
HK2407022589 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 23 Jul 89 


[Text] Congress opens third regular session at 4:00 pm 
today [24 July] highlighted by the president's state of the 
nation address. The legislative agenda deals with the 
alleviation of poverty, maintainance of peace and order, 
promotion and protection of basic human rights, decen- 
tralization and local autonomy, strengthening of the 
bureaucracy and countryside business enterprises. Sen- 
ate President Jovito Salonga and Speaker Ramon Mitra 
Jr have agreed on the priority legislative measures last 
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week when they met with President Aquino at Mala- 
canang. They discussed ways to avoid friction between 
the Senate and the House whenever both of them come 
up with similar bills. 


On her state of the nation address, President Aquino will 
report on the government's successes and failures in the 
context of her vision for the country’s future when she 
delivers her state of the nation address today as Congress 
convenes its third regular session. She will spell out the 
common minimum legislative agenda she had agreed 
upon with leaders of both Houses. The president will 
also report on her recent state visits to West Germany, 
France, and Belgium where she received commitments 
of total financial assistance and grants amounting to 
$232 million. She will also report on the $3.5 billion in 
new loans and grants pledged in Tokyo early this month 
to the Philippine Assistance Program. 


Congressmen Critique Aquino’s State Address 
HK2507042989 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 25 Jul 89 pp 1, 7 


{Commentary by staff member Sammy Santos with 
reports from Johanna Son] 


{Excerpt} President Aquino’s State of the Nation address 
drew mixed reactions—some_ favorable. others 
extremely critical—from senators and congressmen who 
returned to work for the third regular session yesterday. 


Senate Minority Floor Leader Juan Ponce Enrile was 
conspicuously absent because it’s a “waste of time.” then 
added: “I’ve already heard those things before.” 


Also noticeably absent was Vice President Salvador 
Laurel. 


As expected, leading those who hailed the President was 
Speaker Ramon Mitra who said the speech was “real- 
istic, comprehensive and down-to-earth.” 


He noted that Mrs. Aquino’s message to Congress as well 
as her pronounced policies were “strong” and, if prop- 
erly implemented, would set the country to the right 
direction. 


Others, however, like Sen. John Osmena, House Minor- 
ity Floor Leader Rodolfo Albano and members of the 
House progressive bloc, said the speech implicated that 
the President failed to understand the real problems 
confronting the country. 


“The President had failed for the third time to provide a 
meaningful direction. What in need is radical surgery—a 
Structural change to federal system and the President 
does not seem to understand this,” said Osmena in a 
statement 


Albano said what the country needs today 1s more 
“decisive action and not big words.” 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


On the issue of corruption, Albano said Mrs. Aquino 
should stop giving “absolute absolution to relatives, 
friends and cronies accused in graft-related cases.” 


He also challenged Mrs. Aquino to resign “if nothing 
happens in the next four weeks about her declaration to 
punish grafters in Government.” 


In a joint statement, members of the House “progressive 
bloc’ said the speech lacked “basic understanding of 
what really ails our society.” 


“Rural development, peace and order, an honest and 
efficient Government can never be achieved under a 
government that is subservient to foreign dictation and 
intervention,” they said. 


On the other hand, members of the House ruling party, 
Laban ng Demokratikong Pilipino (LDP) [Struggle of 
Philippine Democrats], said the President's proposed 
agenda was similar to the programs being sought by the 
chamber. 


Mitra said he will convene the House leadership for a 
meeting today to discuss the President's message and 
“fine tune” the chamber’s agenda according to the 
President's proposals. 


Rep. Raul Roco said he thought the President “gave an 
angry speech” which showed her “determination that 
she really intends to let the axe fall wherever it should.” 


The President's cousin, ep. Emigdio Tanjuatco, said 
Mrs. Aquino “has proved a ray of hope to a very vital but 
terribly neglected sector of our society” by discussing 
poverty in her speech. 


Speaker Pro Tempore Antonio Cuenco said the speech 
answered questions about the President's leadership and 
criticisms about her performance. 


“In both here past accomplishments and future goals, we 
seen in our President an overall concern, a constant 
Striving, an undiminished courage, an unrelenting 
energy and persistency of vision.” Cuenco said. 


“All encompassing and down-to-earth.” said Rep. 
Rolando Andaya. “I only hope that while we adhere to 
the Constitutional principle of check and balance. the 
relationship between the Executive and the Legislative 
does not get too confrontational as to derail our plans for 
our people.” 


Agrarian Reform Secretary Miriam Detensor Santiago 
said “brave” to the President's speech. “As agrarian 
reform secretary. if | cannot live up to the President's 
expectations, | will resign after six months.” 


There were disappointments, too. 
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Former labor minister Blas Ople said he expected a 
specific legislative agenda but got instead a “list of very 
general and sweeping guidelines.” 


Sen. Aquilino Pimentel said he missed presidential men- 
tion of the Mindanao problem and the Sabah issue. 


Sen. Ernesto Maceda said the military should be rid of 
scalawags if a clean Government should be attained, 
adding that legislative action was secondary. [passage 
omitted] 


Positive Analysis of Aquino’s Message to Congress 
HK2507045189 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 25 Jul 89 p 4 


{Editorial: “The Aquino Program”} 


[Text] President Aquino’s third message to Congress on 
the state of the nation is arguably her best, chiefly for the 
fact that it spells out clearly and coherently what her 
administration stands for and what it proposes to pursue 
on many issues bugging the nation today. 


In past addresses, perhaps owing to her struggles against 
coup plots and dissension within her own admiunistra- 
tion, she tended to argue rhetorically the success of her 
administration vis-a-vis the verdict of incompetence and 
failure levelled against her. And thus bound to justifica- 
tion of her record, she passed perfunctorily over her 
legislative agenda and priorities, which in the opening of 
Congress are supposed to be main business at hand. 


There was only one point in yesterday's address in which 
the old swashbuckling Cory regaled us. Said she: “Some 
people don’t like the way I dress. Well, I didn’t like the 
way (military adventurers) looked. Surely there is a 
lesson here about the delusions of self importance and 
the realities of power.” 


Otherwise, yesterday's was all very businesslike and to 
the point. 


Six key themes loom large in her legislative agenda and 
program of government. 


First, she placed her bets completely on a market- 
oriented economy as the key to deliverance. And she 
declared her unwavering opposition to price controls as 
a means to protect family incomes from spiralling prices 
of basic commodities. A vigorous economic recovery in 
short 1s for her the solution. 


Second, addressing the issue of mass poverty, she under- 
scored rural development as the principal weapon to 
deliver the poor from their lot. In line with this, the 
administration will aggressively promote infrastructure 
development in the countryside, generate more jobs in 
the rural sector, and utilize agrarian reform as a key to 
liberating rural energies. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Third, she underscored the crucial importance of peace 
and order. As the main weapons to achieve this, she 
argues for the vigorous prosecution of the counterinsur- 
gency program and the passage of the proposed national 
police bill. There 1s a token salute to the need to protect 
human rights, but no real hint that she really under- 
stands or cares about the problem. 


Fourth, she acknowledged the high importance that the 
issue of graft and corruption has assumed in our public 
life. Her key proposals, in addition to the usual admon- 
itory words to her colleagues in government, are the 
devolution of more substantive powers to local govern- 
ments and the review of the structure and performance 
of the National Bureau of Investigation. 


Fifth, saluting social justice, she equates it with the 
accelerated implementation of agrarian reform and the 
creation of an extensive program for urban housing 
development. 


And finally, sixth, she sounded an alarm on the environ- 
ment, calling for a massive program to conserve and 
protect natural resources, with the largest reforestation 
drive in Philippine history as its centerpiece. 


It isn’t the kind of speech that rouses political assemblies 
from their seats to cheering. And there 1s much room to 
argue about her reading of the state of the nation, her 
choice of priorities, and the adequacy of her proposals to 
meet the problems. But the sum of the address is a 
program of government, and a philosophy of governance 
to match it. 


This 1s what we have been missing all along, as Mrs. 
Aquino in times past perceived her chief political task as 
one of locating herself somewhere, anywhere, between 
the forces of the Left and the Right who were scaring 
many with their messages of apocalypse. Steering in this 
way, she managed all right to avoid both sides of the 
road, but then left no portion of the road for herself to 
travel on. No wonder, there was wide public perception 
of inertia. 


Now, in this straightforward description of what her 
administration means to do and deliver, we have a 
clearer idea of the route she summons us to follow. It's 
far from certain whether Congress and the citizenry will 
go along on this trip. But there will be this refreshing 
change that in the coming debates, our discussions will 
be more focused on matters of substance and not just of 
posture. And we will know whether Mrs. Aquino’s poli- 
cies will survive the test and will avail. 


Aquino Rejects Teachers’ Pay Hike Demand 
HK 2207043689 Quezon City Radyo Ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0400 GMT 22 Jul 89 


[Text] PFSident Corazon Aquino rejected a teachers’ 
demand for a monthly salary of 4,500 pesos, saying that 
she did not know where the money will come from. At 
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the same time, the president appealed to the teachers not 
to take drastic action, specifically, a plan to go on strike 
if their demand for salary increase is not granted. 


The president explained that the law on salary standard- 
ization for government employees has already been 
passed by the Senate and the House of Representatives. 
Instead, she proposed that the teachers present their 
demand before the conference committee. 


Meanwhile, a mass action planned by public school 
teachers will proceed as scheduled on 24 July. The 
teachers are calling for the abolition of the Andaya bill 
on salary standardization. 


Tony Valencia for the full report. 


[Begin recording} The mass action which is considered a 
chain reaction caused by student demonstration and the 
unilateral suspension of classes by schools belonging to 
the Association of Philippine Colleges and Universities 
last week will be timed to coincide with the delivery of 
the state of the nation address by President Corazon 
Aquino at the opening of the third regular session of 
Congress on Monday. 


The teachers will present a five-point demand to Con- 
gress, namely, a 4,500 peso basic pay for teachers, 
discontinuation of the 68-peso monthly reduction from 
their salaries, participation and representation of teach- 
ers to the policy-making body of the Department of 
Education, respect and recognition of teachers’ and 
employees’ rights to self-organization, and an end to the 
commercialization of education. 


The mass action, believed to be the largest demonstra- 
tion so far, will involve | million demonstrators from 
various government agencies, with 300,000 coming from 
public school teachers’ organizations. [end recording] 


Pampanga NPA Collects ‘Taxes’ From Businesses 
HK2407142789 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 24 Jul 89 p 18 


[By Jerry Lacuarta] 


[Text] San Fernando, Pampanga—RMilitary officials said 
yesterday that the New People’s Army (NPA) has col- 
lected P [peso] 7.5 million in “progressive taxes” from at 
least 69 business firms and individuals in Pampanga 
since last year. 


The officials said among the alleged NPA “contributors” 
were soft drink companies, landowners, constructors, 
fishpond operators, sugar planters,and some rich people. 
Their names were withheld, pending investigation. 


Maj. Julius Yarcia, Angeles metropolitan District Com- 
mand |Metrodiscom] chief, said the biggest cash contri- 
bution was P500,000 while the lowest P10,000. 
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But Yarcia did not say who gave the p500,000 cash 
contribution. 


He added that an eight-page document seized recently 
from rebels contained the names of people who gave 
money to the NPA. 


Yarcia said he could not say whether the total P7.5 
million was collected in six months’ time or represented 
a one-year collection. 


He said the lists of NPA contributors were among the 
documents seized by government troops after three 
clashes with the rebels on Friendship Highway near 
Clark Air Base in Angeles City and barangays Atlu-Bola 
and Duquit, both in Mabalacat, Pampanga. 


At least 12 rebels were killed, and two others captured in 
gun battles. Eight of them were slain in the Duquit clash 
last July 1, Yarcia said. 


He said the military revealed the contents of the docu- 
ments so that the people will know the NPA contributors 
in the province, particularly in the Angeles Metrodiscom 
area. 


“But as part of our legal offensive, we will also investi- 
gate them.” Yarcia said. “We will try to stop them from 
giving more money to the rebels.” 


Asked if nightclub operators near Clark are also giving 
cash to the rebels, Yarcia said he could not say yet. 


157 Quezon NPA Members Surrender Over ‘Atrocities’ 
HK2407151189 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 24 Jul 89 pp 1, 18 


[By Jen Jorvina] 


[Text] Pitogo, Quezon—A total of 157 members of the 
New People’s Army (NPA) Barangay Revolutionary 
Committee (BRC) and three NPA regulars, including a 
woman, surrendered and took their oath of allegiance 
before civilian and military officials last Thursday. 


The military said that the BRC members, belonging to 
the NPA “shadow government” in the Bondue Peninsula 
region in the third district of Quezon Province, collect 
taxes from barangays. 


The BRC members came from | 3 barangays of this town 
and paraded in the poblacion [as published], carrying 
placards denouncing the atrocities of the rebels in the 
Bondoc Peninsula. 


Lt. Col. Renato T. Jamora, 42nd Infantry Battalion 
commander, said that the NPA returnees pledged to 
support the government after they attended lectures 
conducted by Army special operation teams (SOT) led 
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by Capt. Eduardo B. Ilipol in barangays Puctol, Caway- 
anin, Bilocao, Soliyao Ibala, Siliyao Ilaya, Pakatin Ibaba, 
Osmena, Sampaloc, Pinagbayanan, Quinagasan, Oina 
Ibaba, and Pina Ilaya. 


He said that the NPA returnees attended a two-day 
live-in seminar on communist ideologies and democracy 
on the theme “Balik Kapatid” at the Barangay Amontay 
Elementary School here last Thursday. 


Pitogo Mayor Rafael Glinoga administered the oath of 
allegiance to the 157 BRC members in the presence of 
Brig. Gen. Javier D. Carbonell, 2nd Infantry Division 
commander, civilian, and military officials, Jamora said. 


Jamora identified the three NPA regulars who surren- 
dered as Carlito Andaya alias “Ka [Comrade] Rodel,” 
Luis Tabo, alias “Ka Ramon,” and Rosenda Enero, 
alias ““Ka Irene,” all members of the NPA Samahang 
Yunit Pangpropaganda (SYP) [organized propaganda 
unit] Jaime in the Bondoc Peninsula. 


NPA returnees Eugenio Herrera, alias “Ka Emong” of 
Unisan, Quezon, and Atanancio Castilleyo, alias “Ka 
Eric’ of San Andres. Quezon, who both joined the NPA 
in 1978, narrated their experiences in the hills and asked 
their fellow rebels to surrender. 


Herrera and Castilleyo led other BRC members who 
burned a communist flag and an effigy symbolizing the 
communist movement in the Bondoc Peninsula. 


National Democratic Front Khenews Truce Offer 


Offer Contingent on Bases Closing 
HK2407023989 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 23 Jul 89 


[Text] The National Democratic Front [NDF] renewed 
an offer to declare a unilateral truce if President Aquino 
promises to close the bases of the United States here by 
1991. Satur Ocampo, negotiator for the NDF in peace 
talks more than 2 years ago, also claimed in a statement 
that Mrs Aquino’s government has committed more 
human rights violations than deposed President Marcos. 
The statement was delivered to news agencies a day 
before the opening of the third regular session of Con- 
gress at which Mrs Aquino 1s to deliver her state of the 
nation address. 


Military Rejects NDF’s Offer 
HK2507043789 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 25 Jul 89 p& 


[By staff member Manny Mogato} 


[Text] The military yesterday reyected an offer by the 
communist National Democratic Front to resume peace 
negotiations and warned the political leadership against 
“entering into a trap.” 
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This developed as senior field commanders were report- 
edly preparing a new order of battle for communist 
rebels and a report assessing the military's anti-insur- 
gency campaign. 


The NDF in a statement sent to news agencies Sunday 
offered to resume peace talks with the Government if 
President Aquino promised to close U.S. milttary facil- 
ities in the country after 1991. 


Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Renato S. de Villa told 
reporters that the military would only agree to resume 
peace negotiations with the rebels if the latter first laid 
down their arms and renounced armed struggle. 


“Our stand remains. The sincerity should be there before 
we can resume talks with them,” de Villa said. “We 
wanted our conditions to be met first before we can sit 
down and talk with them.” 


The same stand was stated earlier by President Aquino. 


De Villa explained that the Government and the military 
had already learned from past experience. He pointed 
out that during the first truce between the Government 
and the rebels from December !986 to February 1987, 
the insurgents only took advantage of the temporary 
ceasc ii ye to recruit new members. 


The Government has since adopted a total war policy 
against the rebels. 


PC-INP chief May. Gen. Ramon E. Montano was more 
frank in reyecting the NDF’s latest proposal. He said the 
rebels were “already losing” and they needed a truce to 
consolidate and strengthen their ranks. 


The PC chief also said that the rebel forces needed a 
relief from sustained military offensives in the country- 
side. 


He said a ceasefire would only disrupt the military's 
timetable to “strategically defeat” the rebels by | 992 


“They are losing heavily. [hat 1s why they are asking for 
the resumption of the peace talks.”” Montano told report- 
ers after a talk with military officers attending a seminar 
workshop on tactical intelligence operations at Camp 
Aguinaldo. 


“We have tactical intelligence reports from the field 
saying that the rebels’ manpower was down by at least 50 
percent because of the purge that they conducted,” he 
said. 


Montano cautioned that the rebels, like in the first truce, 
may take advantage of the situation “to beef up their 
Strength.” 


“So I think we should not agree with their proposal 
unless they would lay down their arms,” he added. 
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Military intelligence officers, meanwhile. were asked to 
prepare a new order of battle for communist rebels and 
to make a “fair and honest” assessment of the military's 
counter-insurgency Campaign. 


De Villa gave the officers unti] August 5 to submit the 
reports, particularly on the classification of the degrees 
of influence of communist rebels on barangays in the 
countryside. 


The military reported that about 18.7 percent or 7.852 of 
the country’s 41.615 barangays were esther “communist 
influenced” or “communist infiltrated.” 


A strategic forecast made by the military estimated a 10 
percent decline on the number of barangays affected by 
the insurgency by the end of the year. or about |6.82 
percent or 7.092 barangays. 


Thailand 


L.S. Weapons for Sihanouk Allowed To Transit 
BK 2507031389 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Jul 89 p 2 


[Text] Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila said yesterday 
Thailand will allow the United States to transport weap- 
ons through its territory for Cambodian guernilas based 
near the Thai-Cambodian border. 


The US Senate last week voted to supply military aid to 
non-communist factions headed by Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk and ‘former prime minister Son Sann to 
increase their bargaining power before peace talks in 
Paris. 


“The military aid will have to be sent to Sihanouk via 
Thailand, and we don’t have any reaction to make to 
that.” ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitth: told REUTER 


The United States, still anxious about military commit- 
ments in the region after its Pitter experiences in the 
Vietnam war during the 1960s and 70s, had previously 
limited aid to the non-communist Cambodian guerrillas 
to uniforms and other non-lethal equipment. 


An international conference in Paris beginning on July 
30 will search for a political solution to the 10-year war 
two months before Vietnam's promised withdrawai of all 
its troops. 


On Saturday Sihanouk’s faction said the Soviet Union 
and some Eastern Euiopean countries had supplied 
Phnom Penh with nearly 40 tanks and 45 troop carriers 
since May 


ACM Sitthi said Thailand’s policy had been to prohibit 
arms shipments through its borders but in reality large 
quantities were transported through the country 
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SRV's Binh Praises Chatchai'’s 'V Plan 
BK 2507040989 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Jul 89 p 2 


[Text] Madame Nguyen Thi Binh. who represented 
Vietnam in the Pars peace talks during the Vietnam 
war, yesterday praised Prime Minister Chatcha: Chun- 
hawan'’s policy of turning the battleficid of Indochina 
into 2 marketplace 


In a battlefield, there are winners and losers. Bul in 2 
marketplace. both sides would benefit from cach other.~ 
Binh was quoted as saying during her meeting with 
members of the House committee on foreign affairs 
yesterday. 


Binh, who 1s chairwoman of Vietnam's parliamentary 
committee on foreign affairs, armved here vesterday for 
a week-long visit. 


She called on House Speaker Pancha Kesonthong and 
discussed with members of the House committee on 
ways to forge closer relations between the two countries. 


House committee spokesman Sutham Saengprathum 
quoted Binh as saying that Vietnam would want to see 
the northeastern region of Thailand turned into a gate- 
way to better relations with Indochina. 


Sutham said Binh also proposed more cultural exchanges 
between the two countnes to counter what she described 
as a proliferation of western cultures. 


Chatchai Stresses ‘Positive’ Ties With Neighbors 
BK250°024889 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Jul &Y p 2 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Chaicha: Chunbawan yester- 
day reiterated Thailand's foreign policy of “positive 
co-existence” with neighbouring countries during the 
posi-Cambodian war period. 


Addressing 3% Thai ambassadors and consul generals to 
the Asia-Pacific region ai the Foreign Ministry. the 
premiers announcement was seen as his first direct call 
to the Foreign Ministry to implement his policy of closer 
economic ties with Indochinese countrnes. 


Prime Minister Chatchai said that no matier whai had 
happened im the past and whal may happen in future. 
“we will continue to live as neighbours.” 

“It's not only peaceful co-casustence. It must also be 
positive co-carstence.” he said 


He said settiement of conflicts between neighbouring 
countnes needed continuous dialogue im order “to 
achieve understanding and trust ai one level.~ 
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Although the Cambodian conflict had eased, “Thailand 
will continue to play a constructive role to achieve a just 
and durable solution, particularly to prevent civil war in 
that country after the Vietnamese troops are pulled out,” 
he said. 


On ASEAN relations, Gen Chatchai said ASEAN is 
Thailand's best friend. 


“We will further strengthen ASEAN ties. The strength of 
ASEAN will bring about economic prosperity and as a 
consequence will contribute to a real peace in the 
region,” he said. 


Speaking on relations with allied countries including the 
United States, Japan and the European Community, the 
prime minister called for relations which benefit both 
sides and prevention of existing rifts from widening. 


He urged that relations, particularly with the U.S. be 
based on equality and shared interest. 


“Our policy toward the U.S. will be firm but not aggres- 
sive, gentle but not weak,” he said. 


On domestic policy, Gen Chatchai said the government 
planned to restructure all government agencies to be 
more compatible and to alter the “global views” of 
bureaucrats from a ruling concept to one of manage- 
ment. 


He then praised the Foreign Ministry as a compatible 
government agency which 1s most efficiently managed. 


Commenting on the bureaucracy, Gen Chatchai said 
“bureaucrats must be broad-minded and listen more to 
the people and the private sector.” [passage omitted] 


Chatchai Briefs Envoys on Country's Development 
BK2407104589 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Text] At the Saranrom Building of the Foreign Ministry 
this morning, Prime Minister General Chatchai Chun- 
hawan presided over the opening of a meeting of the 
Thai ambassadors and consuls general posted to the Asia 
and Pacific region. The meeting, organized by the For- 
eign Ministry, will be held from 24-28 July. 


In the opening address, the prime minister noted that 
Thailand has overcome problems associated with con- 
frontations in various forms. The present Thai Govern- 
ment, which comes from the general elections, has been 
braving various obstacles to develop and strengthen the 
democratic administration system in the country and to 
give people more opportunity to participate in building 
up national security. 


Reacting to what many are saying—that Thailand is 
becoming a newly industrialized country, or NIC— 
Chatchai said this is a sign that the country 1s developing 
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positively. The ambassadors and consuls general are 
therefore responsible to cooperate in making the country 
progress in the right direction. The government is speed- 
ing up efforts to eradicate poverty, reduce the gap 
between the rich and the poor, improve the people’s 
quality of life, and fairly distribute income to the rural 
areas. 


Thai ambassadors and consuls general posted to 38 
countries in the Asia and Pacific region attended the 
meeting. 


Outlines Policy Toward U.S. 
BK2507043189 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Jul 89 p 4 


[Text] Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila yesterday urged 
Thai ambassadors and consul generals based in Asia- 
Pacific countries to carry out Prime Minister Chatchai 
Chunhawan’s new foreign policy emphasis on increased 
economic cooperation with nations in this region. 


The minister said the ambassadors should be “hungry” 
to work towards the policy objective set for new political 
circumstances after the settlement of the Cambodian 
conflict. 


Some ambassadors have not worked energetically 
enough and are still not conscious with the emerging 
regional trends towards peaceful coexistence, coupled 
with economic cooperation. Thailand, he said, will soon 
take On a new position with more active roles in eco- 
nomic relations in Asia and Pacific. 


Before the gathering of 38 ambassadors and consul 
generals at the Foreign Ministry yesterday, Sitthi 
declared there was no rift at all between the ministry and 
the Chatchai government on their foreign § policy 
approaches. 


Commerce Minister Subin Pinkhayan, also present at 
the meeting, told reporters Thailand is now prepared to 
pay more attention to trade and economic cooperation 
with countries in Asia and Pacific in addition to its 
strong traditional ties with the United States, Japan and 
the European Community. 


Subin said the Thai economy has been geared towards 
producing consumer products which are in high demand 
in many countries in the region. 


“Our consumer goods have comparative advantages 
because ours 1s a labour-intensive production based on 
medium-level technology,” he said. 


At the meeting, Prime Minister Chatcha:r Chunhawan 
called for a firm but friendly Thai policy toward the 
United States in order to achieve more equitable eco- 
nomic ties with that country. 
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Chatchai outlined Thailand’s approach towards the 
United States in a speech to the Thai ambassadors and 
consul generals, who gathered here for a week-long 
meeting to exchange views On recent regional develop- 
ments. 


The prime minister said the Thai government has car- 
ried Out negotiations with the US in many areas, ranging 
from intellectual property rights, the generalized system 
of preferences, and efforts to end agricultural export 
subsidies, to investment and the transfer of technology, 
“which will strengthen the already firm foundation of 
Thai-US ties.” 


Most importantly, Chatchai said, Thai-US economic ties 
must be on a basis of shared mutual interests. “Our 
policy toward the United States must be firm but no 
aggressive; gentle but not weak.” 


Chatchai, who is scheduled to meet US President George 
Bush on November 16, said Thailand must manage its 
relations with major powers such as Japan, the US, and 
the European Community, so that they are beneficial to 
both sides. 


Army To Investigate Lao Claim of Thai Intrusion 
BK2507033389 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Jul 89 p 2 


[Text] The Army will investigate a Laotian claim that 
Thai soldiers have built concrete bunkers in the disputed 
area Of Ban Rom Klao, Phitsanulok Province, Army 
chief-of-staff Gen Charuai Wongsayan said yesterday. 


Acting supreme commander Gen Chawalit Yongchatyut 
told reporters that he has yet to hear field military 
reports about the Laotian allegations. 


Gen Charuai said he would also ask the Armed Forces’ 
Joint Command headquarters, which is responsible for 
Thai-Lao border problems, about the Laotians’ claim. 


“Normally, the Thai military have close contacts with all 
levels of Lao military leaders. 


“But this is something new. So let me check with the 
Supreme Command first,’ Gen Charuai said. 


The chief-of-staff also disclosed that the Thai Armed 
Forces had requested Laotian armed forces chief Gen 
S'savat Keobounphan to postpone his planned visit to 
Bangkok from later this month to early next month, due 
to Gen Chawalit’s tight schedule in welcoming several 
foreign VIPs. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Laos Sends Protest Note 
BK2407015989 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Jul SY p 3 


[Text] Laos has claimed Thai troops built permanent 
structures, including houses and bunkers, at the con- 
tested border village of Ban Rom Klao in Phitsanulok, 
high-ranking sources said over the weekend. 


Vientiane’s allegation was contained in a note sent to 
Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila from Lao Deputy For- 
eign Minister Souban Salitthilat last week. 


Thai and Lao troops fought fiercely for the border village 
early last year and a joint border committee was later set 
up to conduct field and aerial surveys of the frontier near 
the disputed village to verify the borderline. 


Vientiane would be displeased because Thai Treaties 
Department chief Prachit Rotchanaphruk had not yet 
signed a memorandum on the findings of the border 
surveys, the sources said. 


Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan has learned of the 
Vientiane note on the alleged military buildup at Ban 
Rom Klao, they said. 


Commenting on the Lao allegation, Supreme Command 
spokesman Lt Gen Narudon Detpradiyut said yesterday 
he had not yet been informed about the Lao note. 


Coupled with the alleged Thai military buildup at the 
border village were accusations that some Thai compa- 
nies had engaged in “foul play” in business with Laos 
and a “dollar offensive’ has been launched instead of a 
military attack on the socialist state, the sources said. 


Vientiane has warned Laotians that enemies had turned 
to using dollars to “subvert and sabotage” the country 
during its initial economic development stage. 


A radio broadcast from Vientiane was aired recently 
launching criticism and suspicions of Bangkok’s policy 
of turning the battlefield of Indochina into a market- 
place. 


Lao Ambassador to Thailand Khamphan Simalavong 
said the mysterious broadcast was not aired during 
official time on Radio Vientiane and that the Thai 
Government would be informed of the findings of a 
probe into the broadcast. 


Hanoi Continues To Shell Refugee Border Camp 
BK 2307023689 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
23 Jul 89 pl 


[Excerpt] Prachin Buri—Vietnamese gunners shelled a 
Khmer Rouge refugee camp for the second straight day 
yesterday, sending more than 36,000 Cambodian civil- 
ians deeper into Thai territory, according to military 
sources and relief workers. 
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Five Cambodians were killed and !8 severely wounded 
yesterday as shells crashed into Site-§ camp in Klong Hat 
Sub-district. 


Thailand's Burapha (Eastern) Force and Displaced Per- 
sons Protection Unit 883 allowed the 36,000 refugees, 
mostly women, children and the aged, to flee 6 km into 
Thailand from the camp, 70 km south of Aranyaprathet. 


Vietnamese troops directed the attack on the northern 
part of the camp from inside Cambodia. 


Ambulances of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross took the wounded to a hospital at Khao I-Dang in 
Sa Kaeo district. 


Some 120 rai of maize in Khao Ta Ngok, a Thai 
self-defence village, were trampled underfoot by the 
fleeing refugees. 


Six Vietnamese 105 mm artillery shells exploded in the 
camp as Vietnam’s sixth infantry battled the Khmer 
Rouge 450th division for a second day. [passage omitted] 


36,000 Refugees Moved From Camp 
BK2407014989 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Jul 89 pl 


[Text] Prachin Buri—Some 36,000 Cambodians who 
fled a Vietnamese artillery barrage on the Khmer Rouge- 
controlled Site 8 refugee camp on Saturday were yester- 
day moved to a new location close to the camp. 


Thai troops, paramilitary rangers and officials of the 
United Nations Border Relief Operation supervised the 
evacuation from a | 20-rai maize plantation belonging to 
Mr Prayong Ritcham in Khlong Hat District to the foot 
of Ta-ngok mountain. 


The evacuation began ai 11 a.m. and took about four 
hours. 


Military sources said Ta-ngok mountain would shield 
the Cambodians against Vietnamese shelling. 


The Thai Army’s Burapha Task Force yesterday sent a 
plane to observe fighting near Site 8. 


There was no shelling yesterday, said the sources. 


Eight Cambodians died and more than a dozen were 
injured when the Vietnamese shelled Site 8 on Friday 
and Saturday. 


Also on Saturday, about 1,000 Cambodians reportedly 
fled about five kilometres into Thailand to escape Viet- 
namese shelling of Khao Din. 
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5,000 Flee to Thailand 
BK2507074889 Hong Kong AFP in English 0726 GMT 
25 Jul 89 


[Text] Bangkok, July 25 (AFP}—-Some 5,000 Khmer 
Rouge refugees have fled to Thailand to escape a Viet- 
namese artillery bombardment of guerrilla positions, 
Thai military officers on the Thai-Cambodian border 
said Tuesday. 


Thai troops were attempting to push the refugees out of 
the Thai village of Sap Thari, some two kilometers (more 
than a mile) west of the border, the officers told reporters 
late Monday. 


The refugees have been pouring into the village since 
Friday, when Vietnamese and Phnom Penh troops 
launched heavy artillery, mortar and missile attacks on 
Khmer Rouge positions strung along the border, some 
250 kilometers (155 miles) east of Bangkok, the officers 
said. 


The Khmer Rouge is the strongest military force among 
the tripartite resistance coalition fighting Phnom Penh 
and Vietnamese forces in Cambodia. 


The refugees were thought to be non-combatants and 
family members of Khmer Rouge battalion 450, which 
was believed to have taken heavy casualties in the 
massive barrage and mopping-up operations, the officers 
said. 


It was not known if any of the refugees had been killed or 
wounded in their three-kilometer (two-mile) flight from 
the battalion’s base. 


The officers said Khmer Rouge casualties were an 
“internal affair of Cambodia.” 


The fighting came as Cambodian resistance leaders and 
Prime Minister Hun Sen of the Vietnamese-backed 
regime in Phnom Penh started peace talks in Paris on 
Cambodia's future. 


Meanwhile refugees at a United Nations-aided refugee 
camp where 34 artillery and mortar shells and missiles 
fell last week have returned to the camp after it was 
evacuated over the weekend, witnesses said. 


The attack killed at least eight refugees and wounded 25, 
sending Site 8’s population of 36,000 scurrying for cover 
in cornfields for six kilometers (four miles) on Saturday. 
The camp was closed to international relief workers. 


Refugees at the Khmer Rouge-controlled camp have 
Started rebuilding their huts with bamboo and plastic 
sheets, materials normally supplied by the United 
Nations Border Relief Operation (UNBRQ), along the 
western side of a mountain straddling the border as 
protection against further shelling, the witnesses said. 
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Thai military and international relief officials said the 
attack on Site 8 was intended to lower the morale of 
civilians living under isolationist Khmer Rouge control 
ahead of the negotiations in Paris. 


Some 300,000 Cambodian refugees inhabit United 
Nations-aided camps along the war-torn border, five of 
them under Khmer Rouge control. 


Vietnam invaded Cambodia in late 1978 to oust a 
nearly-four-year-old Khmer Rouge regime, blamed for 
killing hundreds of thousands of people, and instaii a 
chent government in Phnom Penh. 


Burmese Attack Karen Rebels; Shell Thai Village 
BK2407015589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Jul 89 p I 


[Text] Mae Sot, Tak—Seventy artillery and mortar shells 
and barrages of machinegun fire from across the Thai- 
Burmese border yesterday blasted Wang Kaeo village as 
Burmese government forces attacked Karen rebels at 
Kawmura camp inside Burma, Thai Border Patrol Police 
[BPP] sources said. 


A Thai man, identified only as Seng, 40, was wounded by 
shrapnel from a 120 mm mortar shell while working in a 
farm in the village, opposite the Karen camp, 8 km north 
of this border district. 


Other shells damaged the village temple, while two 
narrowly missed the base of a ranger company deployed 
at the village, the sources said. 


Thai forces at Wang Kaeo village fired 15 rounds of 105 
mm smoke shells across the border as a warning to the 
Burmese troops. 


An estimated 2,000 Burmese soldiers deployed at Hill 
200, | km southwest of Kawmura, and Hill 300, 1.5 km 
northwest of the camp, fired 105 mm artillery, 120mm 
and 81 mm mortar rounds as well as recoilless rifles and 
machineguns at the Karen stronghold. 


Forty Burmese troops from Hill 200 charged into the 
frontline on the left wing of the Karen camp and eight 
dashed through four of the eight lines of barbed wire 
around the camp, which houses about !|,000 Karen and 
Wah rebels and Burmese dissident students. 


The BPP sources said !2 Burmese troops and two 
Karens were killed and three Burmese and one Karen 
injured, but Karen National Union sources said casual- 
ties on the Burmese side were at least 50. 


The Karens seized six rifles and four field radio sets from 
Burmese troops, the Karen sources said. 
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Opposition Warns Chatchai To Make Changes 
BK2207043689 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
22 Jul 89 p 2 


[Text] Two jubilant Opposition parties, claiming victory 
over the government in the no-confidence exercise that 
ended yesterday, warned Prime Minister Chatchai 
Chunhawan yesterday that he must “adjust” his admin- 
istration or face an early fall. 


Though the four censured ministers comfortably sur- 
vived the vote, the Solidarity and Puang Chon Chaothai 
parties announced their belief that the opposition side 
had won the people’s hearts after the televised three-day 
stand-c’ 


Celebrating at the Ban Khunluang restaurant at noon 
yesterday, MPs of the two parties said they outplayed the 
four ministers in the debate and vowed to continue their 
“watchdog” role. 


“It’s not the votes that count. The final verdict must 
come from the people,” said deputy Solidarity leader 
Piyanat Watcharaphon. 


Solidarity and Puang Chon Chaothai launched the cen- 
Sure Campaign despite conflicts with other opposition 
parties, which stayed on the sidelines during the grilling 
session. 


“We have endured criticism and attempts to destroy us. 
We have proven ourselves,” Piyanat said. 


Before the debate, the two parties struggled to fight 
rumours that they had made a deal with the prime 
minister's Chat Thai Party, whose ministers were not 
included on the censure list. 


Piyanat said Chatchai should initiate changes in his 
government, as “the public has become sceptical of it”. 


Piyanat would not say whether he was calling for a 
Cabinet shake-up that might include Solidarity in a new 
government. Solidarity leaders have denied the allega- 
tion that they spared Chat Thai from the censure to keep 
open the possibility of joining the government bloc in the 
future. 


Asked if there will be a major political change soon, 
Piyanat said: “It depends on the head of the government 
and the parties of the four (censured) ministers. 


“If nothing is done, the government may finally be 
ruined.” 


Solidarity, the largest opposition party, plans to hold a 
major political rally in Chachoengsao on July 28, where 
it will publicize its “successful” censure move. 
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The party, formed early this year under a merger plan of 
four Opposition parties, broke ties with its most powerful 
ally, the Prachakon Thai, over the choice of no-confi- 
dence targets. 


Chatchai Reaffirms No Cabinet Reshuffle Planned 
BK2207042589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
22 Jul 89 pp 1, 3 


[Excerpts] Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan said 
yesterday he was satisfied with the results of the voting in 
which four of his Cabinet ministers survived the no- 
confidence motion after two days of grilling by the 
Opposition. 


He also reaffirmed that there will not be a Cabinet 
reshuffle, saying the voting indicated that the coalition 
parties are strongly united. 


A total of 326 MPs were present when the voting took 
place at 10.55 a.m. [passage omitted] 


Asked to comment on the 186 “yes” votes for Maj-Gen 
Sanan, that could indicate a lack of support for him from 
some Government MPs, Gen Chatchai said the voting 
for each minister was a little different and he believed 
there was no problem on the part of Democrat Party. 


“I congratulated all four of them, who appeared well- 
prepared to answer the questions raised by the Opposi- 
tion. This indicates close cooperation within the Gov- 
ernment,’ Gen Chatchai said. 


Asked whether there would be a Cabinet reshuffle, the 
Prime Minister said he had not thought about it and that 
none of the parties in the coalition would withdraw from 
the Government. 


He reaffirmed that the Government will remain a six- 
party coalition. 


“In fact, a no-confidence debate is not of much signifi- 
cance because it is a normal practice in democratic 
countries. 


“We attach much importance to it because in our coun- 
try this can be done only once a year. In fact, we 
frequently have urgent interpellations and motions,” the 
Prime Minister said. 


Asked if he felt Maj-Gen Sanan would feel hurt receiving 
only 186 votes in his support, Gen Chatchai said: 


“| don’t think so. I just talked to him and found no such 
a problem.” [passage omitted] 
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Paper Discusses Rising Prices of Consumer Goods 
BK 1207072589 Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 
12 Jul 89 p 3 


[Editorial: “Goods Continue To Be Expensive’’] 


[Text] The government, more specifically the Commerce 
Ministry, continues to make clumsy efforts to tackle the 
problem of the noticeable increase in the prices of 
consumer goods. The ministry claims that its agents have 
been dispatched to inspect retail stores but have not yet 
reported their findings. Other agents, it says, will be sent 
to inspect wholesale outlets to compare prices and ana- 
lyze the cause of the price increases. When this will 
happen is anyone’s guess. 


While we await reports from the ministry’s agents, the 
commerce minister, who just returned from the ASEAN 
ministerial meeting in Brunei, has speculated that one 
cause for the price increases could be increased costs 
caused by lower loading limits imposed on trucks. The 
minister also says that the rising local price of rice 1s the 
result of increased rice exports. 


It would be welcome news indeed for farmers if they did 
in fact receive proportionately more income as a result of 
increases in rice exports and local rice prices. However, 
it is the Commerce Ministry's duty to maintain the 
prices of other consumer goods at levels at which low 
income earners, including farmers, would not suffer 
every time they go to the market. 


We feel it is imperative that the problem of rising prices 
of consumer goods be solved urgently. It is not enough 
simply to say that we have to wait for the figures in order 
to see if consumers are being unfairly victimized. It is 
already clear that the people are suffering, now the 
government must decide who it wants to help. 


The continuing increase in the prices of goods—whether 
it is due to faulty production and marketing plans, an 
inefficient market control mechanism, or whatever rea- 
son—will undoubtedly affect the government’s stability. 
We warn that the apparent inefficiency of the opposition 
should not make the government arrogant because the 
number of people who suffer from having to buy con- 
sumer goods at high prices far outnumbers those who are 
unaffected. 


Inflation Seen Causing Hard Times for Poor 
BK2007102589 Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 
15 Jul 89 p § 


[Article by Tamolo entitled: “Rising Prices of Consumer 
Goods, Increase of Ol Prices, and Inflation”’} 


[Text] The rising prices of consumer goods, the increase 
of oil prices, and inflation are going to be a nightmare for 
the government. 
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I do not want to blame the government by saying that its 
decision to increase wages to please the workers and 
adjust salaries to please the government officials has 
resulted in rising prices of consumer goods. 


In fact, that is only one of the factors. The other factor is 
the commercial mechanism, which could only be par- 
tially controlled. 


Our present government, like all the others in the past, 
has Only a limited ability, because it can never catch up 
with the traders’ tricks. 


What should be even more worrisome about in the 
future is the fact that more and more businessmen and 
traders are entering politics—both at the national and 
provincial levels—and there has been no law to prevent 
them from doing so. 


I asked my wife, who 1s a homemaker, about the real 
Situation of the rising prices of consumer goods. She gave 
me a long list of goods whose costs have gone up, such as 
rice, chili, pork, beef, etc. It 1s an across-the-board sweep, 
and even eggs are no exception. 


The price of a chicken egg during the Chatchai govern- 
ment has gone up to 1.80 baht. 


Take a look at cooked fast food, which can be classified 
in several categories. Their prices have gone up unno- 
ticed through the year. 


Today, the price of “fast food” for poor people—rice 
with curry—has risen to 12 baht per dish. 


I sympathize with the officials at the Commerce Minis- 
try who are assigned to conduct surveys of consumer 
goods prices. They have to do it through random sam- 
pling, and the data they receive is often not the same as 
that obtained by the press. I don’t know why. 


The government can—but not always—control the 
prices of some goods. But they are often out of control. 


Both the uncontrolled and uncontrollable goods have 
indeed caused hard times for those people existing 
hand-to-mouth. 


Anyone who got excited about high paddy prices and 
envied the rice farmers for being able to sell their paddy 
at prices as high as 5,000-6,000 baht per tonne should 
now quit this idea. When the prices of goods went up, the 
cost of living also soared greatly, leaving the rice farmers 
severely affected. For the farmers who fail to produce a 
good crop, it is even worse. 


When Chatchai first took over the governmental admin- 
istration, he had to show off his fresh form in order to 
gain faith from the people. 


Reduction of oil prices was part of the show. 
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Someone then opposed the idea to reduce oil prices, 
giving the reasons that the prices then were acceptable. 
the world oil prices were very flexible—up and down 
every day—and there was a tendency that they would 
increase later. 


They suggested to maintain the oil reserve fund, because 
when the world oil prices really increased we would still 
be able to maintain the old prices for a long time. 


That was an all-purpose plan that could prevent possible 
problems and would not oppose the oil-saving policy of 
the government. 


But the government did not believe. They might have 
had in mind some secret and thoughtful plan. And what 
has come out as a result? The government now faces the 
problem of rising oil prices, and its oil-saving policy is 
failing. 


However, some oil expert told me that if oil trading 1s 
done in the interest of the country, there would be no 
need to increase oil prices within a period of 2 years, and 
the country would still gain some benefit. 


The reason is that there are so many sources of oil, and 
their prices differ. If we know how to handle them 
appropriately, we could be able to benefit greatly. 


The government is now greatly confused, not knowing 
what to do—whether or not to allow the floating of oil 
prices, to allow oil traders to compete with each other, or 
to maintain the standardized prices with the backing of 
the oil reserve fund as in the present. 


To maintain the standardized prices is a correct idea, for 
it would not cause a lot of problems. 


It would be too risky to allow oil traders to sell oil 
independently, for it is possible they could make a deal 
among themselves, as did the construction contractors. 


If so, this could lead to catastrophe. 


Now let’s turn to inflation. Inflation is like a good old 
friend to prices of expensive goods and the rising oil 
prices. 


My opinion is rather different from other people. | am 
not afraid of inflation, for I can carry a bag of money to 
buy a dish of rice with curry. What I am scared of is not 
having money. 


In any event, the inflation in our country always affects 
the poor people most. This is because the government 
has never found the right formula to fairly distribute 
income to the poor or the lowest income earners. The 
government has not yet solved this problem effectively. 
The taste of Chatchai’s honey 1s beginning to turn bitter 
now. 
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Rice Exports Double in First 6 Months 
BK2207061089 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
22 Jul 89 p 12 


[Text] Thailands’s rice exports more than doubled in 
volume in the first six months of this year compared with 
the same period last year, a Commerce Ministry official 
said yesterday. 


The country exported 3.52 million tons from January to 
June, up from 1.71 tons a year earlier, he said. 


The official, who asked not to be identified, attributed 
the increase to new orders from some Asian countries, 
including Indonesia and the Philippines, and greater 
demand from old customers like China and India which 
have been plagued by drought. 


Sombun Phataichan, an official of the Rice Exporters’ 
Association of Thailand, said about 40 percent of the 
country’s rice exports go to Asian contries, 30 percent to 
Africa and more than 20 percent to the Middle East. 


Minister ‘Declares War’ on THAI RAT 
BK2007011389 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
20 Jul 89 p 1 


[Text] PM’s [prime minister] Office Minister Chaloem 
Yubamrung declared war on the mass-circulation THAI 
RAT newspaper yesterday, vowing to ask the Interior 
Ministry to close down the daily which he said had 
published defamatory reports about him. 


After spending more than two hours defending himself 
in the no-confidence debate in Parliament, Chaloem 
concluded by showing THAI RAT reports, photos and 
cartoons concerning the controversy over his decision to 
purge executive board members of the Electricity Gen- 
eraling Authority of Thailand (Egat). 


The displayed items included photos of insulting ban- 
ners carried by angry Egat employees showing their 
contempt for Chaloem, who said he could stand such 
insults but his three children could not. 


The minister also showed THAI RAT’s sensationally- 
headlined reports about the dramatic sex life of “Sami 
Chiab”, an ex-monk implicated in the bogus preceptor 
scandal, implying the paper’s lack of taste in sensitive 
issues. 


Chaloem said during the debate that THAI RAT had 
been biased against him on several occasions. 


“Before ending this statement, I want to do something 
that will make me a permanent enemy. | will make a 
complaint to the interior minister and the Police Depart- 
ment tomorrow and ask them to close down the news- 
paper,” he said. 
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The minister claimed the powerful daily had forced 
advertisers to avoid ad’ :rtising on TV Channel 9 which 
is run by the Chaloem-controlled Mass Communications 
Organization of Thailand. 


According to Chaloem, THAI RAT threatened advertis- 
ers who placed ads on Channel 9 would be refused 
advertising space in the newspaper. 


In February, Chaloem, who heads the Government 
House’s special task police force, ordered a crackdown 
on the Palace Discotheque, which belongs to the propri- 
etor of THAI RAT. 


Asks for Legal Action 
BK2107005589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
21 Jul 89 p 3 


[Text] PM’s [prime minister] Office Minister Chaloem 
Yubamrung has filed a formal complaint with the Police 
Department requesting legal action against the mass- 
circulation THAI RAT for publishing articles which 
allegedly damaged his reputation. 


Pol Capt [Police Captain] Chaloem also filed a separate 
complaint with the Interior Ministry, charging that the 
newspaper's use of news reports, commentaries and 
pictures in its coverage of the protest by workers of the 
Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand between 
June 29-July 4 showed intention to defame him. 


The minister demanded that police take legal action 
against the daily under the Press Act and the Reforma- 
tory Decree No. 42. 


THAI RAT news editor Rot Ngammaen said yesterday 
that the newspaper has not yet been notified of Pol Capt 
Chaloem’s complaint. 


Mr Rot denied that THAI RAT has violated any law, 
adding that the newspaper will wait for police notifica- 
tion before taking any action. 


Vietnam 


U.S. Aid to Cambodian Resistance Seen as ‘Outdated’ 
BK2507081389 Hanoi VNA in English 0543 GMT 
25 Jul 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA July 25—NHAN DAN _ today 
describes the recent adoption by the U.S. Senate of a bill 
for the supply of aid to non-communist opposition forces 
in Cambodia (the Sihanouk and Son Sann factions) as an 
outdated and erroneous act of Washington. 


The paper says: “While all countries concerned are 
Striving for a correct and equitable solution to the 
Cambodian issue to stop tre conflict and restore peace in 
that country in the interests of peace and stability in 
Southeast Asia, the United States’ decision to send 
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weapons to Cambodia will only fan up the conflict, 
render the situation there more complicated and thus 
prevent a political solution to the Cambodian issue. 


“Of late, many U.S. congressmen have asserted that 
while the three Khmer reactionary factions have cobbled 
themselves up in a so-called “Supreme Council of 
Defence’ with the Khmer Rouge as the core, the United 
States’ decision to provide military aid for the two 
non-communist factions will end up in the Khmer 
Rouge’s hands. Therefore, the supply of weapons to the 
Sihanouk and Son Sann factions will only add more oil 
to the flame of the conflict in Cambodia and create 
conditions for the Pol Pot clique to return to that 
country.” 


September Withdrawal of Troops Reconfirmed 
OW 2407064489 Hanoi International Service 
in Mandarin 1130 GMT 7 Jul 8Y 


[Text] Listeners: In less than 3 months all Vietnamese 
volunteers in Cambodia will have been withdrawn and 
sent home. Vietnam is actively making preparations for 
the with .rawal in order to keep its promise. At the same 
tume, Vietnam and Cambodia have demonstrated sincer- 
ity by making efforts to reach agreement for a complete 
settlement of the Cambodian issue. 


Following 1s a talk on this question by an editor of this 
station: 


Since the conclusion of the second informal Jakarta 
conference, Vietnam and Cambodia have thoroughly 
respected the various agreements reached at the confer- 
ence. Thus, Vietnam will withdraw all its troops from 
Cambodia by the end of September, whether measures 
for the settlement of the Cambodian issue are worked 
Out Or not. 


In an article published on 26 June, the French paper 
“WORLD NEWS” said that France was convinced that 
Vietnam will keep its promise and withdraw all its troops 
in Cambodia to their own country by the end of Septem- 
ber. The press in the United States and in various West 
European countries has commented that the actions 
taken by Vietnam have contributed, and are contribut- 
ing, to working Out measures for settling the Cambodian 
issue. 


While efforts are being made by Vietnam, Cambodia has 
also demonstrated its sincerity toward settling the Cam- 
bodian issue. Both Vietnam and Cambodia have worked 
hard to enable Premier Hun Sen and Prince Sihanouk to 
meet in Paris in the near future. At the same time, the 
Cambodian Government and people have further 
affirmed their role in the spheres of economics, politics, 
and social stability and order. 


In an article published at the end of June, Federal 
Germany's paper DER SPIEGEL said that Cambodia 
has achieved surprising results in economic development 
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by relying on its own will and strength. The Chinese 
paper JIEFANG BAO recently pointed out that Phnom 
Penh is coming alive again from deata. Cambodia's 
Capital is greeting its promising future. 


Of course. in the course of realizing the measures for 
settling the Cambodian issue, Vietnam and Cambodia 
are confronted with many difficulties and complex prob- 
lems. While the Cambodian Government 1s working 
hard to reach agreement for settling the Cambodian 
issue, the various Opposing Khmer factions are preparing 
to Carry Out antipopular and antipatriotic war acts. The 
ASEAN foreign ministers conference held on 3 and 4 this 
month again put forward many unreasonable conditions, 
demanding that Vietnam withdraw its troops from Cam- 
bodia under international supervision sponsored by the 
United Nations and that a quadripartite provisional 
government under Sihanouk’s leadership be established. 


The British Broadcasting Corporation in London com- 
mented on this matter on 4 July. noting that these 
demands are unreasonable. Their aim is to conceal 
ASEAN’s unrealizable measure for settling the Cambo- 
dian issue. Therefore, world public opinion is disap- 
pointed with this ASEAN action. It ts very obvious that 
in putting forward its demands, ASEAN tries to impede 
the process of finding a solution to the Cambodian tssue. 


Vietnam, Cambodia, and progressive world public opin- 
10n hopes that ASEAN and the various Khmer factions 
go forward, not backward, on the road to finding a 
solution to the Cambodian issue. Going backward can 
only damage one’s prestige. 


Cambodia's ‘Permanent Neutrality’ Praised 
BK2307034689 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 22 Jul 89 


{Station commentary by Duong Quang Minh: “A Signif- 
icant Event Contributing to Peace. Stability, and Coop- 
eration of the International Community” 


[Text] The Cambodian National Assembly's announce- 
ment on the permanent neutrality of Cambodia ts yet 
more evidence testifying to the Cambodian people's 
legitimate aspiration to live in lasting peace and national 
reconciliation without the genocidal regime to rebuild 
their prosperous and happy lives. 


The Cambodian people. whose nation was dominated by 
colonialism for almost a century, have suffered from 
destruction caused by the imperialist cruel war for 
decades and have been longing for a peaceful life more 
than anyone else. The people experienced an unprece- 
dented massacre committed by the genocidal Pol Pot 
clique for almost 4 years in which 3 million people were 
pitifully killed. The ancient glorious Angkor civilization 
was destroyed and the Cambodian people were deprived 
of the most fundamental human rights, including the 
rights to life and to self-determination. A decade has 
elapsed, but the abhorrent crimes of the genocidal Pol 
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Pot clique ure still fresh in the minds of every Cambo- 
dian citizen, and each of these citizens maintain a 
profound hatred against this clique. Men of conscience 
have consistently expressed their abhorrence and indig- 
nation against the crimes committed by the Pol Pot 
clique. 


The Cambodian people’s most earnest aspiration is to 
live in peace and to rebuild their prosperous and happv 
lives. This wish 1s absolutely legitimate and has receive 
Strong support from the international community. 
Regretably, during the past decade, forces hostile to the 
new regime in Cambodia—running counter to the Cam- 
bodian people's aspiration and the general trend of the 
era—have sided with the Pol Pot genocidal regime. They 
have persistently provided this clique with weapons and 
lethal equipment to oppose the revival of the Cambodian 
nation, while attempting to bring this clique back to 
power in Cambod)a. When their tricks were foiled, they 
again triec to impose on the Cambodian people a gov- 
ernment with the participation of the genocidal clique. 
They created favorable conditions and opportunities for 
this clique to commit new crimes. This 1s a serious, gross 
interference in the internal affairs of the Cambodian 
people; one which tramples on the self-determination of 
the Cambodian nation. 


The way these forces are trying to resolve the Cambodian 
issue 1S Obviously leading to a stalemate. The Cambodian 
people are resolutely and unyieldingly opposed to the 
recurrence of the genocidal regime and the presence of 
the Pol Pot bandit clique. The Cambodians wish for a 
lasting peace and national reconciliation. This lofty 
aspiration has been stipulated in a legal document and 
was solemnly announced by the National Assembly 
before the international community as follows: “The 
Cambodian State will strictly observe the principle of 
peaceful coexistence and develop its friendship and 
cooperation with ali countries regardless of their political 
and social systems. It will do this, first of all, with 
neighboring countries on the basis of equality, and out of 
respect for each other's national independence, sover- 
eignty, and territorial integrity. It will also observe the 
principle of nonaggression and noninterference in neigh- 
boring countries’ internal affairs and advocates efforts to 
settle al] disputes by peaceful means on the basis of 
respecting each other's interests.” The Cambodian 
National Assembly also pledged with the international 
community that Cambodia will refrain from involving 
itself in any alliance or military bloc detrimental to the 
neutrality of Cambodia. It shali not allow any foreign 
military bloc to install its bases on Cambodian territory 
and use Cambodia as a springboard for interference in 
the internal affairs of other countries. 


These are commitments to brilliant causes that not only 
meet the interests of the Cambodian nation and people, 
but also meet the trend of the era, thereby contributing 
greatly to international peace and security which 1s very 
significant to the Southeast Asian region. 
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Statement Backs Neutrality 
BK2507104089 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 25 Jul 89 


[Text] On Tuesday Vietnam released a statement fully 
supporting Cambodia's permanent neutrality and a neu- 
tral region in Southeast Asia. The statement affirmed 
that the 20 July statement of the Cambodian National 
Assembly 1s an important event in the political life of the 
Cambodian people as well as in international relations in 
the region. It added that the setting up of a Southeast 
Asian zone of peace, freedom, neutrality, friendship, and 
cooperation as proposed in the 24 July statement of Laos 
will facilitate the implementation of Cambodia's perma- 
nent neutrality. 


The statement stressed: Vietnam undertakes to respect 
the permanent neutrality of the Cambodian State and 
Southeast Asia in peace, freedom, and neutrality. The 
Vietnamese people firmly believe that with a desire for 
lasting peace and stability in Southeast Asia, the peoples 
and countries in and outside this region will support the 
statement of the Cambodian State on permanent neu- 
trality and the proposal of Laos on a zone of peace, 
freedom, and neutrality in Southeast Asia. 


Paper on Cambodia's Right to Self-Determination 
BK2307072989 Hanoi VNA in English OSOS GMT71 
23 Jul 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA July 23—"The forthcoming Paris 
International Conference on Cambodia should respect 
this principle: Cambodia's internal affairs must be set- 
tled by the Cambodians themselves,” says the Army 
paper QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in a front-page com- 
mentary today. 


On Cambodia's most recent decision to become a per- 
manently neutral state, the paper remarks that from now 
on the Cambodian people can concentrate all their 
efforts on socioeconomic development, thereby contrib- 
uting to the cause of peace, stability, friendship and 
cooperation in Southeast Asia. 


Analyzing the prolonged standstill in the settlement of 
the Cambodian issue, the paper says: 


“Realities over the past 10 years have shown that the 
bottleneck in the Cambodian issue has been created by 
certain ruling circles in a number of countries who have 
rudely trampled upon the Cambodian people's right to 
self-determination and legitimate interests... 


“They have deliberately tried to impose a settlement of 
their own chor:ce on the Cambodian people, demanding 
that the genocidal Khmer Rouge regime be given a 
footing equal to that of Chairman Hun Sen’s government 
which 1s controlling the entire Cambodian territory and 
recognized by a large number of countries in the world. 
This 1s the hurdle in seeking an early peaceful solution to 
the Cambodian issue 
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“The situation at present is quite different from what it 
was 10 years ago. The rising prestige of the Hun Sen 
government ts undeniable. The crimes committed by the 
Khmer Rouge against the Cambodian people have out- 
raged humanity. Even U.S. State Secretary James Baker 
admitted recently that the Hun Sen government was 
qualified to play a ceniral role in solving the Cambodian 
issue. 


In conclusion the paper reiterates that only respect for 
Cambodia's right to self-determination can help settle 
the Cambodian issue in a fair and reasonable way. 


Paper Supports Seminar Appeal To Try Pol Pot 
BK 2407075289 Hanoi VNA in English 0706 GMT 
24 Jul 8Y 


[Text] Hanoi VNA July 24—The leading national paper 
NHAN DAN today once again points out that the 
genocidal Pol Potists’ cruel nature still remains 
unchanged. 


Welcoming the outcome of the international seminar on 
“The Phenomenon of Genocide and Measures To Pre- 
vent Its Recurrence” freshly concluded in Phnom Penh, 
the paper says: 


“The voices raised at the seminar unanimously reflect 
the world people's disgust at, especially the Cambodian 
people's hatred for, the genocidal Pol Potists, bring out 
the major and humanitarian significance of Vietnam's 
assistance in helping the Cambodian people out of the 
danger of genocide, and express the world and regional 
people's concern about a possible return of the Pol Pot 
genocidal regime following the total Vietnamese with- 
drawal from Cambodia in September. For these reasons, 
the participants in the seminar adopted a five-point 
appeal and shared the view that the Khmer Rouge 
ring-leaders and the Khmer Rouge as an organization 
must be tried at an international tribunal. The appeal 
calls for stopping the supply of arms and other military 
aids and sanctuary to the Pol Potists and excluding them 
from any future government in Cambodia.” 


“This international seminar with its appeal against the 
genociadal regime has a major topical significance in 
that it reminds all people of conscience in the world to 
remain vigilant and do whatever is possible to prevent 
the recurrence of genocide in Cambodia or elsewhere in 
the world,” NHAN DAN says in conclusion. 


Vu Mao Speaks at Cambodia Friendship Meeting 
BK22071S1589 Hanoi VNA in English 1508 GMT 
22 Jul &Y 


[Text] Hanoi VNA July 22—The Vietnam-Cambodia 
Friendship Association has met in the southern province 
of Song Be with the participation of more than 50 
representatives of the association's chapters in 20 prov- 
inces and cities. 
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Addressing the meeting, Vu Mao, member of the party 
Central Committee and president of the association, 
noted that the organiation’s activities were held with 
effectiveness throughout the country. In addition to the 
relations between the two parties and states, the mutual 
assistance between the twinned provinces of the two 
countries as well as the relations between their mass 
organizations have been promoted, he added. 


The participants discussed orientation and tasks of the 
association for the coming period aimed at enhancing 
the friendship and cooperation between Vietnam and 
Cambodia. 


SRV, Britain Agree To Repatriate Boat People 
BK 2407154089 Hong Kong AFP in English 1523 GMT 
24 Jul 89 


[Text] Hanoi, July 24 (AFP)}—The first batch of Viet- 
namese boat people in Hong Kong could be repatriated 
by the end of the month under an agreement reached in 
talks here between Vietnam and Britain, a diplomatic 
source said Monday [24 July]. 


Western diplomats here said an agreement in principle 
had been reached on what one envoy described as the 
“not expressly voluntary” repatriation of the boat peo- 


ple. 


“An airplane could be chartered before the end of the 
month to repatriate a first group of Vici amese,” one 
diplomat said. 


A Vietnamese Foreign Ministry offi. ©) on Monday 
confirmed that discussions were under way with Britain 
on the problem of Vietnamese refugees in the British 
colony of Hong Kong. 


Vietnam and Britain were “pursuing discussions to find 
appropriate solutions to the problem of Vietnamese 
refugees in Hong Kong,” he said. 


The discussions were in accordance with a resolution of 
the June conference in Geneva on Indochinese refugees, 
he added without further elaboration. 


“Vietnam opposes forced repatriation in principle,” the 
official said, but added that it “would continue to receive 
those who left illegally who (now) ask to be repatriated 
voluntarily with international financial aid.” 


The Western diplomats said the two sides had avoided 
the term “forced return” and that refugees would not be 
made to board planes. 


A point which remains to be settled in the talks was the 
amount of increased aid Britain would give Vietnam to 
help resettle the refugees. 
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The number of illegal Vietnamese emigrants, mostly 
“boat people,” has been increasing in recent months, and 
they are finding increasing difficulty obtaining refugee 
Status in ports of first asylum such as Hong Kong, 
Malaysia and Thailand. 


These places apply a strict policy to screen out people 
who have left their home countries for economic reasons. 


Almost 50,000 Vietnamese boat people are housed in 
camps in Hong Kong, 36,000 of them arriving here since 
the screening policy was introduced in June last year. 
according to Hong Kong Government statistics. 


National Assembly Delegation Leaves for Thailand 
BK 2407154189 Hanoi VNA in English 1511 GMT 
24 Jul 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA July 24—A delegation of Vietnam's 
National Assembly led by Mrs Nguyen Thi Binh, head of 
its Commission for External Relations, left here today 
for an official friendship visit to the Kingdom of Thai- 
land. 


The visit was made at the invitation of the Thai National 
Assembly. 


Vo Van Kiet Pays Working Visit to Con Dao 
BK 2407071589 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
OS00 GMT 22 Jul 8&9 


[Text] From 14-16 July, Comrade Vo Van Kiet, member 
of the party Central Committee Political Bureau and 
first vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, paid a 
working visit to Con Dao Island, Vung Tau-Con Dao 
special zone. 


While on Con Dao, Comrade Vo Van Kiet visited the 
Hanh Duong cemetery, laid a wreath at the monument 
for fallen combatants, and toured various historic sites 
such as the areas of tiger-cage prison cells and solitary 
confinement caves. He also visited a number of places on 
the island, met with the people and border defense 
troops, and made an obervation tour of Ben Dam 
market—the place at which a port is expected to be built 
to accommodate large vessels. 


Comrade Vo Van Kiet held a meeting with the comrade 
leaders of the Con Dao district Military and People’s 
Committees and cadres in charge of various organs and 
sectors in the district. Also attending the meeting were 
Comrade Le Quang Thanh, secretary of the Vung Tau- 
Con Dao Special Zone Party Committee, and some 
leading cadres of the special zone administration. The 
report by the Con Dao District People’s Committee and 
statements by a number of cadres pointed out part of the 
serious deterioration of Con Dao in all aspects. 


Addressing the meeting, Comrade Vo Van Kiet intro- 
duced many measures aimed at drawing cadres and the 
people to the island to work and make a living on a long 
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term or for a certain period of time. He, however, said 
thal it 1s necessary to have specific programs and short- 
term or long-term contracts. 


Comrade Vo Van Kiet also urged cadres and party 
members on the island to stay close to the people and pay 
attention to their most vital interests and not to let them 
live from hand to mouth. He said: Con Dao must 
advance from what it now has to improve life in a way 
that can draw more people to the island to make a living 
as well as to gradually build up the island with far-seeing 
plans. 


Theft of Communications Cables Persists in North 
BK 2407113189 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 21 Jul 89 


[Text] Following the conference on protection of com- 
munications cables held in mid-June, many provinces, 
cities, and sectors concerned have taken positive mea- 
sures to strengthen protection of these cables. Thanks to 
these efforts, since mid-June the theft of communica- 
tions cables belonging to the postal and telegram service 
sector has dropped by 18 cases, communications link 
breakdowns by 137 hours, and stolen cables by 16,000 
meters compared to the corresponding period last 
month. 


However, theft of communications cables was still seri- 
ous, with 114 cases, or an average of 3-5 cases daily. 
causing 625 hours of communications breakdowns. 
Theft of these cables in the northern mountain provinces 
of Lang Son, Cao Bang, Quang Ninh, Ha Bac, and so 
forth still persisted. This was because these provinces 
have not been able to stop the illegal copper trade carried 
out at the border areas. Moreover, investigation and 
prosecution of cases of communications cable theft in 
many localities have not been seriously carried out. In 
Lang Son Province, for instance, there were more than 
100 cases since early this year, but only 8 cases were 
uncovered, investigated, and prosecuted by the local law 
enforcement agencies. 


Report on Private Traders Business Activities 
BK0907135689 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 9 Jul 89 


{Article by station correspondent Thanh Binh: “Business 
Activities of the Trade Sector During the First 6 Months 
of 1989" } 


[Text] Since early 1989, the trade sector has carried out 
its activities under the one-price system, stopping the 
application of subsidization forms in its trade. However 
the sector faced acute shortage in capital during this 
period, while many private houscholds were granted 
permission to do business and many mass societies 
opened shops to compete with the sector. As a result, the 
purchase index of the sector during the past 6 months 
was Only 80 percent of that of the corresponding period 
last year. The volume of essential goods was smaller than 
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that of the first half of 1988. For example. pork was 
purchased at 60 percent, fish more than 20 percent, 
agricuitural products 50 percent, and salt |18 percent of 
the volume purchased during the corresponding period 
last year. The volume of most of the industrial consumer 
goods, except tobacco, was also smaller than that last 
year. 


The sector’s sell index during the first half of this year 
was Only 80 percent of that of the corresponding period 
last year. In May and June, the volume of goods sold 
were worth only 190 million dong each month. In the 
present conditions, such achievements were scored only 
through the trade sector's great efforts. 


Many corporations have made initial progress in busi- 
ness, actively exploited capital and sources of goods. 
improved terms of selling to please customers, and 
boldly reduced prices when warranted to speed up cap- 
ital rotation. It 1s regretable that such effective business 
units are still small in number. 


The trade sector's business achievement scored during 
the past period has not been on par with the material- 
technical bases and the large contingent of cadres. work- 
ers, and personnel under its management. 


Implementing the business activity mechanism under 
the one-price system and applying business accounting at 
each independent unit, the trade sector has shown its 
weaknesses. Many personnel at trade establishments still 
maintained the authoritative attitude as in the period of 
subsidization. They did not know how to persuade and 
please customers as did the private traders, thus losing 
many clients. Many cadres at business units showed their 
weaknesses 1n doing business; they did not firmly grasp 
the situation of prices and markets and failed to catch up 
with favorable business opportunities. Many corpora- 
tions lost hundreds of millions of dong in one trade 
transaction because professional cadres failed to cor- 
rectly evaluate the quality of goods. Moreover, work of 
the sector’s information system was very slow while 
coordination between units in localities was loose, some- 
times contradictory. 
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According to an evaluation by the Ministry of Home 
Trade, 50 percent of the total marketing cooperatives 
operated on the loss during the past period: many of 
them ceased operations. About one-third of district 
corporations and 20 percent of the provincial ones 
incurred losses; the salt sector alone, for instance, 
incurred about | billion dong in losses. The state-run 
trade sector's total volume of retail goods 1s less than half 
the amount put on sale in the markets. In a recent 
meeting with the press, Comrade Le Huu Xuyen, deputy 
minister of home trade said: The trade sector has less 
capital than that of the private sector. while its cadres’ 
business attitude and skills are inferior to those of 
private traders. For this reason, the business results 
scored during the past period were low. In this situation, 
some asked whether it 1s necessary to maintain the 
State-run trade establishments. The fact is that state-run 
establishments must exist because our markets have 
been put under the state’s guidance while state-run 
establishments play a leading role in serving the people's 
daily life and production. For example, in the recent 
drive to overcome the aftermath of typhoons and floods 
in localities, many state-run trade units sold a large 
volume of goods to the people at very low prices, thus 
incurring losses. State-run trade establishments are 
places that buy and sell products manufactured by fac- 
tones and enterprises. Reality proved that when an item 
ran Out at state-run trade units, private traders increased 
the price for that item: while private traders will force 
the price of agricultural products that were rejected by 
state-run establishments down. For example, the price of 
| kg of salt produced by the people is 60 dong 
private traders bargained it down to 25-30 dong bec '*e 
State-run trade establishments had no money to buy it 


The problem that needs special attention at present 1s 
that state agencies should provide assistance to the home 
trade sector which has made great efforts to surge for- 
ward to improve its business activities so as to continue 
its leading role in the markets. 
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